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Welcome to the second edition of Hear Ye Hear Ye Web Extras.  Web Extras are 
designed for the Hear Ye Hear Ye (HYHY) reader with Internet access.  Web Extras 
enable the HYHY staff to bring additional information and tools to you our reader.  This 
format relieves us from space limitations and allows us to provide additional useful 
information to you. 

The HYHY staff is keenly aware of the fact that not all RGS members live in the 
Rochester area.  One of our goals for this year is to increase value to out of town 
members by: providing specific information about Rochester and the region; providing 
tools and links to assist in research; and making information available that members miss 
by not being able to attend meetings.  Web Extras is one step toward reaching that goal. 
 
In this edition of Web Extras you will find expanded information and links from the 
following HYHY articles: 
 
From On The Town Of Brighton 

• The full text of Mary Jo Lanphear’s article, On the Town of Brighton is at the end of 
the Web Extras. 

• Hyperlinks to additional information on the Town of Brighton to help researchers. 
 
Hyperlinks to all of the websites mentioned in these articles 

• The Salt Lake City Research Trip 
• The Olin Library Research Trip 
• Library News 
• Warren Kling’s website 
• CIG link for GEDCOM 101 

 
We hope you find the Web Extras useful and that you will take the time to further explore 
the RGS web page.  We welcome your comments and suggestions.  You can contact the 
HYHY staff at hyhyeditor@gmail.com with comments, suggestions, questions or article 
submissions. 
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 On The Town Of Brighton 
 
The full text of On The Town Of Brighton by Mary Jo Lanphear  
 

On the Town of Brighton 
Mary Jo Lanphear, Town of Brighton Historian 

 
The history of Brighton begins in the mid-1780s with two men from Massachusetts, 
Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham.  The Revolutionary War was over and 
Massachusetts was in serious debt.  With rocky land that had been subdivided by families 
for generations, Massachusetts farmers looked west to the fertile land in western New 
York described by returning soldiers, land that Massachusetts itself claimed based on an 
ancient charter.  New York State also claimed this land so, in 1786, the representatives of 
the two states met in Hartford, Connecticut, and reached a compromise.  In the Hartford 
Agreement, Massachusetts received the pre-emption rights - the state could retain the 
profits from the sale of its land in New York State.  New York State would retain 
sovereignty, the right to make and administer laws for the area.  
 
The next hurdle for Phelps and Gorham was the Seneca nation.  The "keepers of the 
western door," Seneca territory stretched from central New York to Lake Erie.  The 1788 
Treaty of Buffalo Creek settled the Seneca claims to the land, awarding them $5,000 
outright and promising $500 a year plus treaty cloth in perpetuity.  The tribe was reduced 
to a few isolated locations in western New York - the Buffalo Creek reservation itself, for 
example, and the Gardeau reservation near Geneseo where Mary Jemison, the White 
Woman of the Genesee, owned land. 
 
With the land free of encumbrances, Phelps and Gorham set about surveying and selling 
their six million-acre purchase.  Unfortunately for the land speculators, they were not 
able to attract many of their target buyers, individuals or groups that would purchase a 
whole township and then sell off the lots themselves.  Instead they found themselves 
selling on credit to small landholders who often defaulted on their contracts to buy.  
Phelps and Gorham ceded back to Massachusetts the land to the west of the Genesee 
River, retaining the two and a half million acres on the east side of the river.  Their land 
office, the first of its kind in the U.S., was in Canandaigua, the county seat of Ontario 
County that encompassed all of western New York west of the Pre-emption Line that ran 
north and south through the village of Geneva. 
 
In 1790 a syndicate of buyers from Massachusetts purchased the 18,090 acres of 
Township 13 in Range 7, the area that would eventually become Brighton.  Caleb Hyde, 
Prosper Polly, Elijah Northrup, Joseph Chaplin, and Enos Stone paid 1500 pounds for the 
land and then divided the lots among themselves.  
 
Enos Stone received some small lots on the east bank of the Genesee River and a large lot 
on the east side of the town.  Enos Stone remained in Massachusetts but his son Orringh 
came west in 1790 to settle the large lot on the east side, choosing a site near the 
convergence of two Seneca trails for his farm and tavern. His house, now called the 



Stone-Tolan house, is on East Avenue near Clover Street in Brighton.  It's the oldest 
building in Monroe County.  Later, around 1808, Orringh's brother, Enos, came west and 
took up the land on the east bank of the River, developing residential and commercial lots 
and establishing mills along the River. (Think Stone Street)  This became the first village 
of Brighton. 
 
There was another small community in what later became Brighton.  This was the so-
called City of Tryon, established in 1797 by John Tryon.  A planned urban development, 
Tryon was intended to be a commercial village at the Irondequoit Landing, an area that is 
now in the northern part of Ellison Park.  John Tryon laid out residential lots, built an 
ashery and a distillery, and operated a store where settlers could purchase household 
goods as well as tools, ammunition, and spices.  For a while the venture thrived, 
especially its boat-building operation, but in the early 1800s, three factors came together 
to put a gradual end to the village: the War of 1812 discouraged settlement. Then John 
Tryon died in 1808 and it took years to settle his estate. And the final blow for the small 
community was the knowledge that the route of the proposed Erie Canal would be well 
south of Tryon effectively eliminating the village from participation in canal commerce. 
Two houses remain today from John Tryon’s community – the Old Tryon house at 319 
Landing Road North and the New Tryon house at 421 Landing Road North. Both were 
constructed in the eighteenth century and are designated town landmarks. 
 
In 1790, the area that would become Brighton was in the District of Canandarguay. By 
1796, the town of Northfield was founded and encompassed the present-day towns of 
Brighton, Penfield, Pittsford, Webster, Perinton, Irondequoit, and Henrietta.  In 1808 the 
new town of Boyle was created out of Northfield.  Five years later, Boyle itself 
disappeared when Perinton was taken off and the remaining area was called Smallwood.  
A year later, in 1814, Brighton and Pittsford were created out of Smallwood.  Years later, 
in 1839 and 1840, Irondequoit, the northern part of Brighton, and Henrietta, the western 
portion of Pittsford, were established as separate towns.  
 
On April 5, 1814, at Brighton's first town meeting, Oliver Culver was elected town 
supervisor.  At that time the boundaries of the town were Lake Ontario on the north, the 
Genesee River on the west, Penfield on the east, and Pittsford on the east and south. 
  
By 1823, however, the small village of Rochester in the town of Gates on the west side of 
the Genesee petitioned the New York State Legislature to extend its territory into 
Brighton - thus the first annexation of Brighton took place - 257 acres of land that 
encompassed the present-day streets of Smith, Martin, Hand, and North Streets, East 
Avenue, Chestnut Street, Monroe Avenue, Union Street, and the Genesee River.  
Throughout the nineteenth and the first half of the twentieth century, the city of 
Rochester annexed land in Brighton to the point where Brighton was reduced by 75%, 
from 29,000 acres in 1814 to 6500 acres in 1954.  Today Brighton is the third smallest 
town in Monroe County, after Gates and Irondequoit. 
  
When researching ancestors in Brighton, it’s important to keep in mind the annexations.  
One’s political jurisdiction might change without the person moving an inch.  For 



example, a person born in Brighton in 1820 could be married in Irondequoit in 1845 and 
die in the city of Rochester in 1875, without leaving the same building. 
 
Throughout the nineteenth century Brighton thrived as an agricultural community.  A 
secondary occupation was brick making.  The early entrepreneurs utilizing the rich vein 
of clay that runs through the central part of town to produce millions of bricks and 
drainage tiles for both domestic and overseas markets. 
 
In 1853 a number of small brick makers incorporated as the Rochester Brick and Tile 
Company, a business that occupied most of Monroe Avenue from Highland Avenue to 
the Twelve Corners. In addition to this company, headed by Gideon Cobb, the Buckland 
brothers had a family-owned brick company in central Brighton. 
 
The second village of Brighton was located near the intersection of East Avenue and 
Winton Roads.  The 750-acre village existed in the early years of the town but was not 
incorporated until 1885.  The village thrived while the Erie Canal was the principle 
means of commerce but the decline of the Canal brought about the decline of the village. 
The annexation of Brighton Village by the city of Rochester in 1905 was the culmination 
of pressure brought by wealthy landowners on the west side of the village and the 
village's need to modernize its infrastructure. 
  
The development of large estates on Rochester's east side, especially along East Avenue, 
eventually had an impact on Brighton as the demand for buildable land increased.  Small 
village houses on multiple-acre plots were torn down for larger estate-sized houses with 
landscaped gardens. These large estates built in Brighton lacked the amenities of those in 
Rochester.  Brighton Village did not have a sewer or municipal water system; the houses 
used cesspools and well water.  The city would not extend its sewer and water lines into 
Brighton, a separate municipality.  Brighton village, with its small tax base, could not 
afford to build those systems on its own so, after heated debate and two votes, it was 
decided in November of 1904 to annex the village to the city of Rochester.  The name 
Brighton lingers in that part of the city, however - the Brighton Restaurant, Brighton 
Presbyterian Church, etc. 
 
Early in the twentieth century, Brighton's extensive farm tracts began to give way to the 
suburban housing that would characterize the town throughout the twentieth century.  
There were several factors that contributed to this transformation:  the influx of 
immigrants to the city in the second half of the nineteenth century coupled with large-
scale urban industrial development contributed to the noise and crowded living 
conditions in the city.  Those who were able purchased property in the country, accessible 
by private vehicle. 
 
Later in the nineteenth century, horse-drawn omnibuses and trolleys put the country 
within reach of everyone.  By 1912 Home Acres was nearing completion between 
Monroe and Elmwood Avenues.  Roselawn, on the site of the old Rochester Brick & Tile 
works, was in the planning stages. Brighton's growth continued throughout the twentieth 
century, the new pioneers migrating from the city along the West Henrietta Road, East 



Avenue, and Monroe Avenue corridors.   This diverse and vibrant community has a long 
and interesting history.  
 
 
 

 Other useful sights for researching historic Brighton: 
 
Historic Brighton Newsletter and Index at 
<http://www.historicbrighton.org/newsletter.html> 
 
The Bricks of Brighton – 
Within the Town of Brighton are 17 still existing brick structures that were built with 
bricks made by one of the many companies that made up Brighton’s largest industry in 
the 19th century.  You can access information on these historic sites at 
<http://www.historicbrighton.org/index.html> 
 
You will find Vital Records from Brighton, NY 1847-1849 at 
<www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nymonroe/vr/brigh-vr.htm> 
 
Historic markers of Monroe County is located at 
<http://mcnygenealogy.com/markers/markers3.htm> 
 
Stone-Tolan House 
<http://www.landmarksociety.org/section.html?id=2&uid=3&pageId=16> 
 
The Warrant Homestead at 1956 West Henrietta Road in the Town of Brighton was built 
in 1821 by the Quaker abolitionist Thomas White Warrant.  The site is reputed to have 
been a stop on the Underground Railroad.  To learn more about Thomas Warrant and the 
Warrant Homestead do a Google search on “Thomas Warrant” and/or “Warrant 
Homestead”. 
 
 

 Hyperlinks to all of the websites mentioned in these articles 
 

• The Salt Lake City Research Trip 
Contact Bob Coomber at rcoomber@rochester.rr.com 

 
• The Olin Library Research Trip 

Contact Peter Bush at pbush555@aol.com 
 

• Library News 
Pathfinder online – the School Heritage Collection at 
http://www.libraryweb.org/rochimag/yearbooks/schools.htm 
 

• Warren Kling’s website 



Warren Kling is the speaker for the April 16, 2009 RGS main program.  His 
website is www.Rochesterhistoryalive.com 
Make sure you see his page on Brighton history. 
 

• CIG link for GEDCOM 101 
For more information on GEDCOM see the About.com: Genealogy article on 
GEDCOM 101 at http://genealogy.about.com/library/weekly/aa110100a.htm 




