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Editorial.

It is growing to be a serious
question in many of our Mission
Boards how to secure the means
to send applicants to the Foreign
Field. Much has been said about
the duty of the ehurch to supply
the funds. By all the powers of
argnment and entreaty drawn from
the word of God and from else-
where, the Christian Church has
been urged to come up or come
down with the money. Itisa good
thing to keep on with the church
member. It isa means of pre-
serving his spiritual life that he
exercise the grace of giving. If
he is inclined to neglect the grace
then constant pleading or prod-
ding is wholesome medicine. Bnt
may there not be another side to
this question of support? In
many a home field the candidate
for, or the oceupant of the pastor-
al office is wnet by the consistory
with a statement that circumstan-
ces over which they have no con-
trol have caused a diminution of
the financial resources of the
church. The need is as great as
ever; but the condition of the
treasury does not warrant them to
give as high a salary as formerly.

Many a man has met that emer-
gency with, “Give me according
to your ability” and gone to the
field. Onght not our Boards of
Missions to do thesame thing when
funds are low. There are [ew
ministers at home or abroad, that
are in danger of suffering any
great hardship if their salaries
were thus necessarily reduced. We
are by no means advocating sting-
iness in ministerial support, or
cheap missiofiaries ; but we do be-
lieve that the scriptural injunerion,
“The laborer is worthy of his
hire,’' should be interpreted some-
what according to the condition of
the treasury out of which he is to
be paid.  The fixed salary idea is
simply an expedient to secure an
average wmeasure of ministerial
compensation.  The idea that un-
derlies it as the Scripture, is the
division of the offeringsamong the
laborers. We believe that our
missionary boards, or better that
our missionary eandidates, might
do something to make to make rhe
funds go around rather than wait
for added resources from an una-
walkened Church. Missionary ser-
vice does not always imply hard-
ship ; but when it demands i [ r
the sake of Christ then the I gnd
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Daily Seripture Reading
1ly commended by Mr.
last winter are worth the
subscription price of the paper.
60 cents a yeanr.

The Gospel in all Lands and the
Missionary Review never fail to
<atch our attention, for their con-
tents are a mine of missionary
'-We‘allh which the ‘denominational
‘editor everywhere knows how to
employ to good advangage.

The Faithful Witnessis brimful
?f reports from the believers’ meet-
ing at Niagara. Its editorials all
full of light which becomes Jire
when brought to bear upon mod-
ern devices for raising money in
the Lurd’'s Work.

There is always a breath of salt
water, stimulating and helpful in
the story of God's work among
the sailors which the Sailors Mag-
azine tells each month.

The Missionary Herald steady
and substantial as the Prudential
‘Commitee of the American Board
whose interests it represents with
its tidings from many lands is al
ways a welcome visitor.

The American Missionary and
the Home Missionary keep us
informed of the work at home
-among the foreigners, but especi-
ally among our needy peoples, the
Indians and the Negroes.

The Missionary of the Sonthern
Presbyterians is a courteous and as
affable a visitor as the church it
represents, so closely connected to
by ties of brotherly or sisterly,
? please, kindness,

Brighton Reformed Church
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CHRISTIAN COURTESY.
Rogt. J. BurDETTE.

And, again, it may be tha by
some mistake you stumble into
the Church of the Samaritans,
You have no dealings with these
fellows, and you would back out
48 S00n as you see where yon are
going; but the Samaritans are
wide awake, with some very in-
formal notions about church eti-
quette, The sexton, standing on
the porch, sees you are a stranger,
and the minnte you pause hesi-
tatingly in front of the church
you are his. He hypnotizes you
with a cheerful nod and a beckon-
ing hand, and passes you on
through the wide-open door al-
most before you kpow it. An
old deacon in the vestibule has
you by the hand at once, and
introduces you to “our church
clerk,” adding, as he reaches yonr
part of the introduetion,” T don’t
exactly know your name,’’—ag
though he used to know it like a
book, and has a pretty good ink-
ling of it now, but can't quite
place you. An usher at each door
is ready for you,—there is a per-
fect picket line of sexton and dea-
cons and ushers along the front
of the Church of the Samaritans ;
not to keep people out, but to
bring them in; it jsn't a fort,it's a
hospital ; it's a maun-trap, baited
with Christian courtesy, and the
man who is canght there never
tries to get away. The older you
are, the better seat you get; if you
just hint to the young fellow who

PRI
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is leading you forward that your
hearing is a little ‘‘near-sighted,”’
he'll get you the best seat in the
house, if he has to ask a resident
Samaritan to give it up to you.
You get comfortably seated, and
gome body pushes a hassock
toward you ; a child from the next
pew hands you a hymn-book ; an
old lady puts a Bible into your
hands. The minister looks at yon
as though he had seen you before
and was glad to see youn again,

Before you get fairly out of the
pew, after service, somebody has
you by the hand, telling you he 1s
glad to see you there, the pastoris
asking youn to come again, the
usher is telling you the hour of
evening service, the superintend-
ent is giving you an invitation to
stay to Sunday school, and when,
a little ashamed of the way you
felt when you tried to back out
you say, rather meekly, that you
are n member of the Church of
Jerusalem yourself, they say, re-
assuringly, “Oh, that's all right!
there isn’t much difference between
the Samaritans and the Chureh of
Jerusalem now ; lots of your peo-
ple drop in and see us on their
way to Jericho;’’ the deacon tells
you ‘*he got the best wife in the
world out of the Church of Jeru-
salem;"” andso you have a good
time, and go away with such a
glow at your heart that ifit wasn't
Sunday, and in town, you'd take
off your coat.

You see, it is just here, the
Samaritans feel at home in their
church, and consequently they

© Brighton Reformed Church
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know just how to make szngers
feel at home there. Itis their
Father's honse, and they conduct
themselves thereas easily, cor-
dially, naturally, as children at
home. A church of that sort has a
home-like atmosphere the visitor
recognizes and enjoys. Auay
gnestcan tell *the family livinz-
room from the ‘‘spare-room’ with
his eyes shut. The tronuble with
some of our churches is that the
members frequent them so seldom
they have a cat-in-strange-gar-
retty fuelinz themselves when
they do go, and ara consequently
awkward and constrained in their
efforts to make the stranger fee
welcome,—very much as [ should
probably act if, being a chance
visitor at the palace, I shonld
atlempt to receive Qneen Victoria's
guests in the drawing-room, while
she finishel her Ilunch=on of
bread and honey in the kitchen.
Get acquainted in your own
church ; feel at home there yonr-
self ; get into habit of [reqnenting
the house during the week ; and
on Sunday attend both services
and the Sunday-school,—see how
easily the ‘‘workers’” of the
hive and the little people receive
and entertain guests,—and you
will svon find yourself as cordial
and warm-hearted as those fellows
over in the Church of the Sin
aritans, and won't ask for a let-
ter of introdaction and eoanfer-
signed eredentials before passing a
hymn-book to a stranger. &4

remember always the injm’ :

M

of Peter, ‘‘an apostle of
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riting ‘‘to the strangers
throughout'  Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia,”—“Finally, be ye all of
one mind, having compassion one
of another, love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous.”’-8.8. Times.

BURDENED BY SUCCESS.
By J. 0. Prck, D. D.

** The victories of Miltiades will
not let me sleep,” said the noble
Greek, Thermistocles. The vic-
tories of the cross in some of
our mission-fields will not let us
sleep at this office. The day has
been when the secretaries of the
Missionary Office were asking from
thefield, *“Where ar- your converts
to thrill the Church to give
largely? "

The ery now is, ‘“What shall
we do with our regiments of
converts that are coming ?”  Just
think of it—2,364 accessions on the
Rohilcund District in North India
Conference alone in five months .
Almost 500 converted heathen a
month on one district marching
down the aisles of Methodist
churches to beinto that army that
is to capture that empire for Christ!

Were shall we get the pastors
and teachers to drill these raw
recruits into veteran soldiers for
Christ? We can get the men, bat
we must have money to pay these
native pastors their little stipend
of $30 to $75 a year to shepherd
these thousands that are coming,
pare them in turn to be an
! congquest in India.

THE MISSION FIELD.

We are burdened by our success.
Four thousand converts in North
India this year means new chap-
ples to hounse them,new schools
to instruct them, new pastors
and teachers. Will the Church
arouse and come up to the demand
of the hour?

We must have large contributions
to meet the coming thousands of
converts, or retreat in the face of
glorious victories. Brethren and
sisters, lay on Christ’s altar large
thank-offerings for our success.
Come up to the help of the Lord
now ! —Gospel in all Eands.

THE HEROIC ELEMENT IN
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

We wish to point again to that
mission jubilee of the London mis-
gion in the South Seas, where
John Williams was murdered at
Erromanga. He was clubbed to
death, as we related two weeks
ago, on his first touching that
island. For eighteen years there-
after no effort was made to intro-
duce Christianity except by native
teachers from other islands of the
New Hebrides, and these had to
withdraw through peril of their
lives. But did Christian zeal give
themup? No; a young Nova Scotia
Preshyterian minister, Rev. George
N. Gordon, settled with his brave
wife on that island. For years they
could do only elementary mission
work, anl they werecut off from
that by the tomahawk of a savage

Did that end all? No; the
brother of this martyred Gordon, a
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studentat Halifax, resolved to take
up the work in which George had
fallen. Christian magnanimity and
benevolence rose to the point of
sublimity when James took his
brother’s place. Eight years of de-
voted service, and lo! his skull
was cleft by a tomahawk and he
fell dead. Did that end all? No;
Rev. H. H. Robertson, of Nova
Scotia, landed only to learn of this
news, but calmly built his hut and
and began his preaching, Williams
and the two Gordons-yes the three
Gordons, for the sainted wife must
not be lost sight of, had laid the
martyr's cement in the foundations
of the New Hebrides Christian
Church. But love has not only its
ministries, but its masteries. On
the very spot where Captain Cook
was murdered the grandson of the
man who killed Williams laid the
foundation stone of a Christian
Church! There are now numerous
Churches and schools. The tri-
umphs of Christian faith and fear-
lessness in the New Hebrides are a
beautiful extension of Hebrews xi.

Take another picture. Mr.
Graham Wilmot-Brooke, just re-
turned from the Niger country to
England, tells of a large town in
the Mangrove swamps of the Niger
Delta, where only a few months ago
9250 people were eaten in one day !
And lo! after he had been there 3
days six cannibal kings met togeth-
erand passed a law, announced by
sound of drum in the town, that
any person who should attend a
Christian place of worship would
have to pay $3,000 for native wor-
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ship. Did that end the jriri
movement{ He goes oﬁ gay the
next morning forty of these people
set Lo work to build a church, and
two or three times a week sixty
communicants wonld meet in class.

The religion which can thus in-
spire men to carry it to the ends of
Earth, the religion which ecan
transform a savage little better than
a chimpanzee in intellect, and more
beastly and savage in his instincts
into heroes and heroines which
become a model for the highest
civilized races, the religion that has
been and still is doing this, not
occasionally only, but repeatedly
and persistently, that religion has
a mission to accomplish’among mens

.

MISSIONARY OUTLOOK,
Tas Conerrexce Iy Camva

The China Missionary Conference,
which was lately held in Shanghai is of
world-wide interest. Nearly every
Christian denomination in the world
has representatives in the missionary
work in the great Empire of China,and
large sums of money are expended an-
nually in its support, China has been
an extremely difficult feld, for Chris-
tian missionaries—the most difficalt,
perhaps, of all fields.

It has now been more than eighty
years since-she first missionary landed on
the shores of the Empire, though China
has not really been open to missionary
work for much more than half of that
period. For many years after the mis-
sionaries had access to the peopleof the
five ports, results were very few, and
but little impression was made upon
these strange and inhospitable people ;

but in later years the progress hahbeen

Brighton Reformed Church Roch
ochester, NY
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The first Conference of Protestant
missionaries washeld in 1877, Accords
ing to the statistics then presented,there
were in all China but 13,515 Protestant
communicante. According to the re-
port presented to the second Conference
last month, there are now 87,887 Prot-
estant communicante, This 18 a gain in
thirteen years of 23,772, or nearly 200
per cent, In 1843 there were but six
converts, it ia said, in the whole Chinese
Empire, In thirty-four years the in-
crease was upward of 18,500, or at the
rate of 397 a year, The rate of increase
for the last thirteen years has been
1,828 a year. Thisis a very remark-
able rate of growth. Itis full of en-
couragement both to the missionaries
who have been working in the field for
80 many years, and to those Christians
at home who have been giving liberally
insupport of the work. We may ex-
peot that this rate of increase will not
only be maintained in the future, but
that year by year it will become higher
and higher, Thisis the tendency in
fields which offer extreme opposition to
the spread of the Gospel in the begin-
ning. When once the crust of opposi-
tion is pierced throngh, the process of
conversion becomes greatly accelerated,

There is now a very large foree, com-
paratively, of missionaries in China,
In 1887 there were 473 foreign mission-
aries, including the wives of mission-
aries. Now the total has advanced to
nearly 1,300, of whom 580 are men,
This shows an increse in thirteen years
of nearly 300 per cent. Thirteen years
ago there were only 73 ordained preackhe
ers and pastors ; now there are 209,
with 1,260 unordained ministers and

male helpers. Then there were
f\‘mized churches, of which only

THE MISSION FIELD.

18 were wholly self-supporting ; now
there are 520 organized churches, of
which 04 are wholly self-supporting,
Then there were 16 hospitals; now there
are 61. Then the total contributions
by native Christians for all purposes
was $9.272 ; now 1t is #36,384. A sta-
tistical comparison would show many
other items in which there has been a
remarkable advauce.

During these thirteen years there
has also been growth in the feeling of
fellowship between the missionaries of
the different denominations represented.
When the first Conference was organ-
ized in 1877 there were some mission-
aries who doubted both the expediency
and practicability of such a conference,
They did not see how it could do any
good, and they feared it might do harm.
There is probably to-day not a mission-
aryin China who is not thoroughly
conyinced that the Conferenee is both
a wise and helpful institution. The
harmony that marked the proceedings
of the Conference amounted to unanim-
ity on all important questions. *

PROGRESS IN AFRICA.

Most of the news of the month respect-
ing Africa is satisfactory. Especially
80 is that portion concerning the slave
trade, which is regarded as practicall y
abolished at Zanzibar— *“the last great
slave market on the eastern coast of
Africa "—by a decree issued through
British influence, though in the name of
the Sultan of Zanzibar, By this decree
the sale of slaves is forbidden, and slave
depots are prohibited. If an Arab at.
tacks a British subject his slaves be-
come free. Blaves can purchase their
freedom and masters may be compelled
to sell. If an owner treats a slave
with cruelty he renders himself liable

Brighton Reformed Church
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to the forfeiture of the slave, On the
death of aslave owner without lawful
issue his slaves shall be freed. A cor-
respondent states, that “ nearly every
port on the coast line through which
slave irade with Asia has heretorore
been carried on is now in the hands of
European powers hostile to this trade
and disposed to carry into effect the
act of Brussels,” «The morning light
is breaking ” over the dark continent.

Other gratifying news is that France
has consented to England’s Zanzibar
protectorate, and has abandoned the
claim of a preemption right over the
Congo state, as against Belgium. The
London Telegraph says, that England
and Frang> will appoint commissioners
to define the French sphere of influence
in central Africa in connection with the
German agreement. French agents in
the Upper Senegal country have made
treaties with several chiefs by which
they secure a protectorate and greatly
extend French influence on the Niger,
The Belgian Senate has ratified the bill
providing for the granting of a loan of
25,000,000 francs to the Congo state.

All these events point to peace and
progress on the part of the powers in-
terested, and the natives must also be
gainers. The great remaining fact of
ill omen is the rum trade.

CONDITIONS OF MISSIONARY
SUCCESS.

One of the conditions of missionary
success is that the actors 1 the enter-
prise be impelled by the spirit of God
constraining them by an inward and
ever burning zeal. “The love of Christ
constraineth me.” “Woe is me if 1
preach not the Gospel.” Thus impelled,
Christians will not act merely from the
conviction of the understanding that
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the work ought to be done,
an uncontrollable desire of th
do it ; an impassioned interest in the
work which will not suffer them to rest
if it is neglected. Thus impelled they
will not be guided by worldly policy.
Zeal which God kindles has a wisdom
of its own. It advises to undertakings
and expects results, and is justified in
so doing, which aside from this element
of success, and merely in the light of
worldly wisdom would be visionary.
Like the Apostle at Ephesus, it urges,
and wisely urges, as reasons for success,
the very obstacles, which to the coolness
of worldly wisdom would be reasons
for inaction—*I will tarry at Ephesus
for there many advergaries.” Thus 1m-
pelled, Christians are not left to be
floated up and down like dead bodies
by the currents of outward influence,
but they move against the eurrent by
an inward power. Their zeal is fed not
by their geographies but by ther
Bibles ; not by statistical tables, but
by meditating on Christ and his cross ;
on sin and holiness ; on heaven and
hell ; by entering that secret place of
power, the closet of communion with
God.

This zeal springs not from associa-
tions of men hut from the power of the
living God. It makes its subjects,each
in its own sphere, a missionary, and if
need be,a martyr.Itis a fire kindled fresh
from heaven, enveloping the soul like a
burning bush, evcr burning never con-
sumned, a perpetual sacrifice to God.
This spiritnal motive will bring into
action the whole ability and energy of
every one whom it controls. Withon
it the treasury of the Lord will be re-
plenished by his servants only with the
dribblings from the fullness of their
basket and their store, and ll:eir

n
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prayer efforts will be faint, partial
and incoglistent, Excluding this, no
motives fr8m without, no eloguence in
describing the greatness of the work
can touch the strongest and deepest
eprings of feeling and rouse the whole
man to action. But when the hearts
of Christians burn with the love of
Christ constraining them, then will the
full development of all their resources
of beneficence, of all the power of
prayer and Godly example of self-de-
nial and consecration with this divine
impulse, a living energy will be infused
into every department of missionary
work. The whole will all be living
wheels and the spirit of the living crea-
tures will be in the wheels, Every
officer of the society, every contributor,
every missionary and every member
will be alive with all the heroiem of
Chrisianity.—Selected.

MISSIONARY FUEL.

First : It is our Lord’s last command,
Mark, 16 : 16, “Every creature” can-
not possibly mean only those on ome
third of the globe. It is eur Savior’s
will, 1 Tim. 2 :4,2:6 ;

Second : This generation will be lost
unless they hear the Gospel,Ro.1 :20,21
928 and Ps, 9 : 17.

Third ; 1f this generation hear the
Gospel, we must carry it to them, for
to us the work has been committed, 2
Cor. 5 :19 ; 1 Tim. 1. 11

Fourth : We cannot serve the next
generation. Are we with David sery-
ing our own generation, Acts 13 : 367

In the Heathen world there are about
1,000,00,000 souls, 30,000,000 & year
go into eternity without God. Our
Lord said “Go ye into all the world and
preach the Gospel 1o every creature.”
Out of 85,000,000 Protestant Church
members only about 6,000 have obeyed
this command, one in every 5,800.

Brighton Reformed Church
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Evangelized 116,000,000, unevange.
lized 1,000,000,000,

Tux Fiewp 18 Tur WorLn,
Ix Homg FiELp In Fonelew Fizwn

Population, 000 4
Rumber of minlsters, 18,864 LOGehoR
Christinn Workers, ' 1,218,025 57,704

orch Members, 11,600,206 T4, 068
Money for Christ,  BL,000,060 £4,000,000

In heathen lands there is one ordained
missionary for every 820,000 gouls ; in-
cluding lay workers one for every 165,
000 ; including native helpers one for
every 25,000 and there is only one
Christian in every 1,600 persone,

How shall they believe in whom they
have not heard ?

Of the churches’ total contributions,
2 'per cent.is eet apart for Foreign
Missions, where there is the greatest
need ; 98 per cent, is spent at home.

One cent annually is given for each
heathen to bring them to Christ,

Less than fifty cents yearly is given
by each communicant in Christendom
for the evangelization of 1,000,000,000
heathen.

About 1,5600,000,000 people are now
living on the earth, two thirds of these
vever yet having heard the Gospel of
our Lord and Saviour. If this generation
of these nations who sit in darkness hear
the goepel, it must be within a very
short time, for the length of a gener-
ation ie not to exceed thirty-five years.
‘We need not speak of evangelizing the

world in one or two hundred years, for
we now have the loving worde of our
Lord that all power for this work is
given unto Him and that He will be
with us all the days ; and we have also
to-day sufficient men, means and meth-
ods to carry the Gospel to the “utter-
most part of the earth” within ten years,
The blood of the millions and millions
who are now dying and who will die
in gip, if we delay to send the Gospel
to them, will be required at our handss.

e T ~ — »
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PRAYER AND MISSIONS,

By Rev. R. T. Cross, MINNEAPOLIS,
Muinx,
Much has been said of late upon this
subject, but it will bear precept npon
precept and line npon live. In a widely
circulated book on prayer, full of in-
stances of answered prayer, I was un-
able to find a single instance of prayer
a8 related to missions. But one cannot
search missionary literature to any ex-
tent without finding many such inatan-
ces. The history ofmissions is a history
of prayer. Mark on 3 chart the mis-
sionaries, the missions, and the nations
for which most prayer has been offered,
-and from that chart you can construct
a history of missions that would be ap-
proximately correct. Prayer is the
«Church’s vital breath in all its mission-
ary work, Prayer and missions are as
inseparable as faith and works ; they
-are faith and works.

The church of Antioch sent forth
their first missionaries with fasting and
prayer, and the success that attended
those first missionary efforts was in an-
swer to prayer. How many prayers
are offered for every missionary ; pray-
ers by his home church, by personal
friends, by himself, by the missionary
gociety, the denomiuation, and by the
«Church at large ! To this fact it must
‘be due, in part, that so few missionaries
.of all who have gone to heathen lands
among savage tribes, exposed to all
gorts of perils have met a violent death.
“The exceptions prove the rule, for God

sees that 1t is best for the cause of mis-
-sions that the surface desire to be re-
fused sometimes in order that the deeper
.desire be granted.

Harriet Newall went as a missionary
‘at the age of nineteen. She and her
husband had barely landed on & heathen

shore when the authoritiesds
away. They came to the Tje of Man
whereshe sickened and died—all in a
few brief months. Those who prayed
that her life might be spared, prayed
thus in order that she might do good
work for Christ and advance His King-
dom. For that reason,evidently, her life
was not spared, for the published ac-
count of that consecrated life and early
death aroused a wonderful interest in
missions in this country in the early
part of the century.

A poor mother of nine children in
Vermont gave her mite to help send
missionaries to the Sandwich Islands,
and grieved because she could not give
more, At family prayers ahe asked
God to accept one or more of her clil-
dren. * That prayer,” said one of her
daughters, “struck me” and that
daughter became the devoted wife and
right royal helper of Missionary Wilder.

More than one missionary has found
that prayer is a helpful agency in
gecuring a proper helpmeet.  Dr.
Goodell, who for forty years did so
grand a work in Turkey, says that after
he decided to go as a missionary he
prayed much fora proper helpmeet ;
but finally he heganto watch as well
as pray, and then his prayer was
answered. When his friends, Thurston
and Bingham, weve under appointment
to go as the first missionaries to the
Sandwich Islands, the mothers of the

young ladies to whom they were
engaged positively refused to let their
daughters go. Going without wives
was not to be thought of, and it was
not supposed that they could return,
or that any one could come to them for
many years. Something had to be
done and that promptly. The students
at Andover prayed over the matter and
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21::3 ik aﬂ;et horae.mdl sent young olerks to stop work and listen. He thalers. Fourteen years before it had anawered in this century in the ppening:
oodell bn a forty mile ride to find a  spoke of Christ for an hour ; tears received a8 a gift three acres of what of heathen nations to missionary work!
wife for Thurst n, who had given him were in their eyes, and they urged him was supposed to be worthless land in India, China, Japan, Africa, the islands
a carte blanche in regard to two or to go on still longer. South Africa. At this juncture dia- of the sea—what a volume of prayer
t,hr‘ee young ladiea who had been de- .Hear that prayer of that far away monds were discovered upon it, and ascended to heaven that these might be
seribed to him.  One was l:ound and it sister missionary: “Oh, dear Lord, I enough wasrealized by percentage paid opened to the gospel, and God opened
proved to be a happy marriage, have not time to pray this afternoon, by the miners to pay the debt. them. It is hardly necessary to offer
Qn the day of prayer for colleges, Here are persons waiting for their poor The founder of the Frir:nd.ly Islands that prayer mnow. The prayer now
d““”g" the Week of Prayer, and at bodies to be healed ; souls are listening Mission applied to the London Mission- should be that hearts may be opened.
other t:e‘a, parents and others have for the word of life to be spoken. Oh, ary Society for permission to start a He who opens nations can open hearts
been praying the Lord of ‘the harvest dear heavenly Father, put it into the mission om another island whose chief as well ; the hearts of the heathen to
to send forth laborers, and in answer to  heart of some good Christian woman in requested it. While waiting in prayer- hear and the hearts of Christians to
those prayers we see ‘th.m wonderful America to pray for me while I go to ful anxiety for an answer,a box was giveona grander scale than ever before.
mt?l'emem among Chl:lst}an students. minister to these Thy httle ones | washed ashore which contained a letter The more our prayers are answered
Is it not the first wave in the rising of  The President of the United States giving the permission. The wrecked the more we have to pray for. If the
a mighty nd‘e of missionary interest cansit in his office and touch a button, ship was never heard from, and no prayers of the morning are answered at
and consecration ? Now let us pray and set in motion all the machinery in other article from it was ever found. noo'n, how busy we must needs be in
ths;u._a great number of churches and an exposition building in a far distant In 1815 Rev. B. Shaw went to Cape the afternoon, and how much to pray
miesions may gupport each its own city. The humblest Christian in Town as a missionary, but on being for- for at night | The prayers of the
misslonsry in foreign lands. America can, from his closet, send a bidden by the Government te labor fathers in the early morning of the
Migsionaries need and greatly desire Waveof spiritual power to the other there, he bought a yoke of oxen and a great missionary movement are being
to be remembered by name in our Side of the globe by way of the throne wagon, and he and his wife started for answered all over the world, and all
prayers. ‘When they go down into the ©of grace. Pray, then, for the mission- the interior, not knowing whither they over the world God's people need to
depth of heatheniem they wantus to aries, and especially for your friends went. After going 300 miles, he camp- pray mightily for a great ingathering.
bold the rope, and we do mot hold it among them, for those whose names or ed on the 27th day near a party of Hot- God’s people pray in many languages.
unless we pray for them. One thing work you happen to know. tentots, who, with a chief, were going They use many forms of prayer, and
they want us to pray foris that they When first missionaries started for to Cape Town after a missionary to they ask for many things. But there
may bebelped in learning the language. the Sandwich Islands in 1819 much teach them the “Great Word,” of is one petition common to all. They
When Mr. Wilder had been in India prayer was offered for them, and what which that chief had heard. Had all unite in saying : “Thy kingdom
but a short time, he was jokingly asked seasons of prayer they must have had either party started half an hour earliecr come.” Around that prayer there is
to’ preach in the native language. He on the brig Thaddeus during that on its journey they would have missed unity. In offering it we are all one.
tried _and succeeded. The natives were tedious journey of many months ! each other, It is the generic prayer that Christ
aaton‘lshed, and they said, “ We prayed When they reached the iglands they When a fierce storm of persecuticn taught us to offer. He knew that mill-
for him.” One ﬂﬂy he had pmsched learned that the old king wae dead, burst upon the Turkish missions of the ions of ]ips would repeat it, and that it
in eight villages, and such was the in-  that the new king had abjured idolatry American Board, much prayer was would be the prayer of the Church uni-
difference of the people that, wearied and destroyed the idols ; and, behold ! offered, and God interfered with such a  versal for ages. Surely He would not
and discouraged, be sat under a tree to  there was a nation without a religion striking series of providences in the bave tanght us thus to pray if He had
rest. While there he received a letter all ready to receive the Christian faith. Turkish nation and its capital that the not known that the prayer was some-
from a friend i Philadelphia, whe, Inthat, and in the Pentecostal revivals persecutors were awed. They held a time to be answered by the complete
among other sympathetic things, said, that followed in fcur years, how won- meeting, and agreed to stop the perse- triumph of His Kingdom on earth. |
““Brother Wilder, we are pri jin g for derfully was prayer answered | cution and recall the Christians who That prayer is the charter for all the l
you by name every Wednesday night." God’s providences are very clorely had been banished. In the history of prayers that weoffer for missions and |
He felt refreshed at once. He arose, related to the prayers of God’s people, every mission may be found a series of missionaries, in all their minutest inter-
went two miles to a large town, called A few years ago a German missionary striking providences in answer to ests. So let usmake every week a week
on the head man who ordered his fifty  society found itself in debt ten thousand prayer. and every day a day of prayer for the
How marvellously prayer has been coming of the Kingdom. £
A o S el i
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¥isosionary Goncert

BUBJECTS FOR 1880.

JANUATY .+ .« ervannsnnssnsass «The World,
TOUTTIRYY <« via s ovn diniics o mienie pains ains China.
BAYOR  »o 5 wahnion v e sias A ANE S TARN S8 Mexico.
P | e s R PG India
R e L e S e T Burma,
L 11 TR veesssas smmnasaris Africa
JAPAN-KOREA.

JAPAN.

The events of the year 1889 have
been momentous in the history of
Japan. It has been a year of sur-
prises, surprises too, which cause
the friends of Japan deep concern
for her future welfare as a nation.

The year witnessed disasters
from floods, earthquakes, typhoons

and fire, followed already in 1890
by famine and its consequent dis-
tresses. Nature has been as stormy
in her moods as the people of the
country have been in theirs. God
ds evidently preparing the people
by a series of providences of som-
bre character fora higher and more
settled national life.

The year 1889 opened with bright
"promises, for the new Constitution
'was promulgated on the 11th of
February amid national rejoicings.
"The event as well as the principal
features of the document have al-
ready been mentioned in the
columns of the MissioNn FIeLD.
Suffice it now to say that the
spirit of the Constitution was
‘broad, progressive, and liberal,
thus placing Japan in the compan-
ionship of Central Europe and
America rather than that of China.
The next great political movement

."..

)

L

Brighton Reformed Church

1 o SR e e, SR The Islard
August .....o0ennen Roman Catholic Lansd
September + +2ss...Japan and Korea
2 'Ootober. Lin iviianedia Turkey and Persia
November veanes s s Bouth America
. December.......... AR Arabia
was the negotiatons of a new treaty

with the United States. Germany
and Russia soon followed with sim-
ilar treaties. It only remained for
ratifications to be exchanged, and
Febroary 11th, 1890, was to be the
time of their enforcement. These
negotiations were heartily wel-
comed by the people, and indeed
England was regarded as hostile
because her minister did not follow
a similar course. Under Count
Okuma after much delay and
difficulty, treaty revision seemed
accomplished and Japan’s future
as a commercial power was well
nigh assured.

But it is the unexpected that
happens in Japan. An unlooked
for agitation began among the
Soshi, a class of young men, of
immature views, but violent dispo
sition in propogating their opini-
ons or in opposing those of differ-
ent views. They are extremists of
the rankest kind, favoring the use
of physical force to vanquish their
opponents. At first they were ad-
vocates of revision, but during the
summer they changed their atti-
tude and commenced an agitation
which at first was insignificant,
but gradually gained momentum
until the centres of political influ-
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ence were thoroughly shaken,
But one man stood in the way of
these revolutionists, Count Oknma
the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Assassination was the chosen
method of removing this leader.
A dynamite. bomb was thrown
into his carriage, and althongh it
failed of its intent to kill, the
Count was seriously wounded.
Swiftly following this attempt at
Okuma’s life, while he was still
too ill to know what was tak-
ing place, the whole ministry
with Count Ito at its head re-
signed A temporary expedient
was attempted in a combination
cabinet under Kuroda, which only
lasted for a little while. These
events has put treaty revision for
the present out of sight. Uncer-
tainty is the word that describes
Japan's political situation at the
close of 1889.

But the Kingdom of Christ
moves forward in spite of the un-
certainty of earthly government.
The work of the Missions has
progressed quietly. The number
baptized in the various churhes is
5,600, and the amount contributed
by the native Christians is $40,000
in gold. A great revival marked
the opening of the year in Tokyo.

The Y. M. C. A. work is taking
hold upon the young men of Japan.
Under the leadership of Mr. L. D,
Wishard, a Summer School after
the style of Northfield was held in
Kioto. The union of the Congre-
gationalists and the United Church
ended in failure.

The events of 1880 are by no

means reassuring.  Disquigd fe
marks the political situati- ” ‘at
present in Japan. Every mail is
awaited in expectation of startling
disclosures. There is need of con-
stantprayer for Japan in this her-
gocial and political erisis.

The death of Joseph Neesima
the founder of the Doshisha, is.
probably the greatest loss of the
missionary work during the year
thus far. The story of his life
work as well as of his death in the
midst of it is still fresh in onr
minds. The murder of Mr. Large
a missionary of the Methodist
Church of Canada, by robbers or
assassins, it is by no means quite
clear which, and the rough treat-
ment of the Presbyterian Mission-
ary, Dr. Imbrie, by some students
all show an uusettled state of
society.

Our own missionary work calls
for earnest prayer. Its claims have
been presented by ome of our
ablest missionaries, Dr. Verbeck, to
many of onr churches. The sick-
ness of some members of the mis
sion as well as the retirement of
others, calls for reinfcrcements.
The educational work is carried on
with commendable zeal,buta reviv-
al of the evangelistic work is the
need of the hour. Japan’s need
is regeneration of the whole natur e
Her progress in education, political
power and civilization, depends
absolutely upon the renewing in.
fluences of the Gospel of Christ.
Japan needs preachers of right-
eonsas well as teachers of truth.
We shounld pray that all our sem-
inaries in Japan may be fountains
of grace as well as fountains of
knowledge,and thatall its teachers

whether men or women should be.
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evangelists, both inschool and out.
There is a growing sentiment in
the home churches that school
work gets too much emphasis in
Japan; that a well conducted
boarding school or a young ladies
seminary, is not exactly the all
<comprehensive idea emgo
the Master’s commission to evan-
elize the nations. Thereis much to
e said against this view but as far
as the missions there are concerned
in its answer, let the tidings that
come from year to year of sounls re-
deemed have no ancertain sound !

KoRrEA.

The following are the Statistics
of Korean Mission, Jan., 1890.

i

< ;58
Mission Board, - H g

8 gEoes
T FEgis
E 33358
American Meth, Board Settled 2o Seoul, | 2 2 4 0
- Presb, * L 0 02280
Australlom ** b ] e | ) 00100
Toronto Unlv.Y.M.C.A. * 'Dconotry, 1 0 0 0 0
** _ Korean Union Miss, 0 10000
*Gov't fehool Teachers, 0 8eoul, 00022
] 3456932
1 ordained man and 1lady teach-

er included who are to arrive this
aonth. X
5 of the above fresh arrivals.
Missionaries returned home or
~quit field 1n 1889 : 1doctor, 2 miss-
ionaries, 2 lady teachers, 1 mis-
sionary’s wife. Total, 6.
Scuoor Housgs, Erc.
B}?y's Oqlhan Hgme, Praubytl?rian.. “ %
A PR
e . i Methodist ... 1
Missionary School i i 1
“Governmemt " ... .iiiueeis baenes
"  Hospital (Dr. Heron), Pres
terian Board
“Miesionary Hospital, Methodist.... . 1
Population oi Korea, from 12 to
156 millions ; population of Seoul
and suburbs, within a 3-mile belt,
-one million. Belt around Seoul
permissible of travel without pass-
port, 30 miles. Ports opento res-
idence of missionaries yet unocecu-
Jpied. 3—Chemulpo, Fusau, Geutan,

Brighton Reformed Church

died in.

Woman's Bepartment,

MRB. E. B. HORTON.

Pr@grmn;q

OCTOBER MEETINGS.
Binging.
Scripture—Responsive Reading,
Prayer—or sentence prayers,
Bible Texts,
Binging.
Reading Minutes of Last Meeting,
Unfinished Business.
Ne~ Business,
Miscellaneous Business,
Binging.
Bubject for the day: Turkey and Persia.

1. Historical sketch of the Missions,
of the American Board in Turkey.

2. Condensed sketch of the Missions
of the American Board in Agiatic Tur-
key.

8. Out Btations in Pontus ; Western
Turkey, ‘

4. Persia ; question and answer series.

6. The Bride’s Outfit.

6. Woman, and the Gospel in Persia.

Announcements :  Topic for November

Meeting, SOUTH AMERICA,
‘Word for Bible Texta, ete.

Collection of Dues.
Binging,

Closing Prayer—with Lord's prayer in
conecert,*

*Pamphlets 1, 2and 3 are published by
the A. B. C, F. M. and may be had at No. 1
Somerset St.,Boston, Mass. Number 4 is of
the question and answer sceries (price 5
cents), number 5 (price 1 cent), is a beauti-
ful poem, by Mrs, Herrick Johnson, about
the Nestorian Christinns. Number 6 (18
cents), is a wonderful account of what, the
Gospel is doing for our sisters in that land
of romance, Persia, These three leaflets
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are published by the Woman's Foreign
Board Press, No, 53 Fifth Ave. N. Y,

¥n answer to inquires I desire to say
that it is not intended that every leaflet
mentioned in these monthly programmes
is to be read in full ; that would be mani-
festly impossible, Meetings to be success-
ful must be brief : keep them within the
hour rather than exceed it. But each
leaflet (mentioned only after careful read-
ing as the best I can find), will tell you
what other denominations are doing in
mission flelds the word over, and we ought
to read them. After your meetings is over
send the leaflets on their travels from one
to another member, and by the next month
each one will have read them for herself,
with both pleasure and profit I trust,

NOTES AND NEWS.

The summer, which is so idle a
time to many of us here in the
East in mission work, is the season
of greatest activity on our Western
field. There all building must be
done in summer, and the church
or parsonage for which we have
gathered money during the winter
is begun, carried on, and complet-
ed so fur as the money permils.
Sometimes they ‘‘begin fo build
and are not able to finish.” But
I like to think that this year will
tell a different story, not of our
work alone, but of that of our
friends in the West—whom our
help and interest shall encourage
to do great things.

It would do your hearts good to
know how the people of the 2nd
church, Grand Haven, Mich., are
working to rebuild their church
burned Jast spring; and not the
people only but also the children
as well. The minister writes:
“The Infant Class in our Sunday

© Brighton Reformed Church

School has begun to gather pennies
for the furniture of their elass-room
in the mew church. The rest of
the school is gathering pennies,
nickels, dimes (and I trusta few
dollars also) for the furniture of
the lecture room; and our ladies’
Aid Society, though they have just
exhausted their treasury in so
neatly repairing the parsonage,
have begun with new enthusiasm
and zeal to work for the carpet in
the andience-room. The men of
the congregation are doing their
utmost in redeeming their pledges
in cash, made immediately after
the fire, and thongh the sums
pledged are not so large, in many
instances three or four come from
the same family and out of the
same income, I most gratefully
acknowledge that all my people
are working with a will for their
new church.”’

They have not asked one dollar
for their church buoilding; but
they do ask that we would help
them towards its inside furnishing
Some societies have already re-
sponded generously to the W. E.
C.’s request for offerings for this
purpose, and to such it must be a
joy to know how their gifts will
lighten the burden of those dear
children and our sisters in that
work.

Rev. Mr. Joldersma writes of
three new churches, the 3d of Ka-
amazoo, 7th Grand Rapjds, and
Lucas, all three in Michigan, which
need communion sets. They can
do without all those other things
which we think so reguisite to_a
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“but one minister wrote :
* We(feel almost that we cannot
honor God aright when in the com-
munion service we use just the
common plates and glasses from
my home. It does not look right.

Dear friends, do we honor God
when we know our brothers’ needs
and yet close our ears to their ery
for help? Who will give something
toward the three communion sets
those churches need ?

Coming nearer home, the minis-
ter of the church at Palmyra, New
York, to which we gave quite a
sum for repairs, writes gratefully
of the delight their church isto
them in its improved condition
and of how the money had been
made to do the very utmost outside
and in. But it could not do every.
thing. Hesays,” Aswe had neith-
er mattings nor carpet I thought
it best to give the floor two coats of
paint. I did this myself for the
sake of economy. And he adds:
“On my pulpit platform I have
nothing but one common wooden
chair. Itis good enough for me,
still it is but a poor affair. »

There is another need for us to
congider, pulpit chairs for Palmy-
ra church, The W. E. C. cannot,
ought not keep all these needs to
itself. Remember how  many
workers on our mission felds
far and near are taking new hope
and courage because everywhere
this thought is thrilling their
hearts, “* The women at home are
working for us. ”  8hall ve disa-
point the hopes turned toward us
for the help we can give if we will §

Brighton Reformed Church
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Domestic YPfissions,

REV. C. H. POOL, Secretary.

Resolved. That the Gerieral Synod re-af-
firme the action of a year ago calling upon
he churches for $75,000 as & sum needed by
our Domestic Board for thesuitable pupport
snd enlargement of its work during the
coming year, in taking advantage of the
opportunities for ¢vargelization which the
providence of *God is continually present-
ing.— General Synod, June, 1890,

THE TREASURY.

Comparative s‘atement for three months
ending July, 81st, 1880,

1880, 1890 .
From Churches, $9,6500 M £2,405 58
Sunday Schools, 1,116 79 618 99
Individusals, 250 85 _ms e
Totals $9,007 28 $3,880 12

CHURCH BUILDING FUND.

1689, 1890.
From Churches, $1,026 58 §088 10
Sunday Sehools, £48 82 2% 03
Ch. Builders, 826 b5 302 39
Individuals, 310 B0 4510
Totals $2,008 3 $1.262 46

WAYS AND MEANS.
ExTrAacT FRoM LAST ANNUAL
REPORT.

No work can be planned or in-
telligently and honestly undertak-
en, for which the means are not in
hand or at least in sight, and the
contributions of each year must to
some extent form the basis on
which to outline the work of the
next. In a live aggressive church
the offerings for missions ought
to increase year by year, because
the work increases. Our field is
steadily widening and demands a
growing income. Happily, the
offerings of the church to Home
Missions enlarge a little each year,
but not sufficiently to make the
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Board over confident and enthusi-
astic in taking np all the new fields
and enterprises that invite our in-
terest and aid.

Bur there is no disposition on
the part of the Board to complain,
and very few complaints are heard
from the missionary pastors. The
complaints are chiefly from those
who are to take care of the Lord’s
work by their gifts, and a large
class of these complain that they
cannot give more.

There is now, beyond a doubt, a
financial distress in agricultural
communities that seriously dimin-
ishes the offerings to the Lord in
country churches. Yet while we
began our fiscal year with a small
debt, we closed it free from debt,
and that without cufting off any
work, but adding to it. For this
the Board is sincerely grateful.

The treasurer’s report is suffici-
ent in detail to give all needed in-
formation as to receipts and ex-
penditures. A comparative state-
ment may be inserted here, how-
ever, to show how nearly the re-
ceipts of the past and previons
years, that is, those from the regu-
lar sources, have equaled each
other, the difference, as the subse-
quent explanation shows, being in
favor of the year just closed.

MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

1888-80.  1889-90.
Rec'd from Churches, $21,780.81 $21,950.36

M B. Schools, 5,972.60  6,285.07
" Individ'ls, 2,653,61 3,418.07

Totals,  $30,267.11 $81,658.40
BuiLping Funp DEPARTMENT.
1888-80,  1888-90.

© Brighton Reformed Church

Rec'd from Churches, $5,567.42
o 8. 8chools, 1,005.48
” “C'h B'ld'rs,” 2,155.20
L) Individ'ls, 4,688.65

Totals,

In submitting this comparative
statement the treasurersays: ‘‘Al-
though the above figures speak
for themselves, yet it may be well
to draw attention in this annual
statement to a few facts which at
first glance may not be noticed.
Taking the two departments as a
whole, we see that the churches
gave $:38.36 more in 1880 than in
1888, and that the Sunday School
offering swere $315.13 more than
in the previous year.

“The Church Builders have
done nearly as well as in the first
year of the movement, and are
only $23.48 behind the record of
last year. We believe the figures
would have shown considerable
increase if all the treasurers of the
boards had sent their money be-
fore the close of our year.

“The large decrease in the indi-
vidual contributions to the build-
ing fund is accounted for by the
fact that last year $3,000 of the
amount reported was a special gift
to pay a church debt. In making
a comparative statement it is there-
fore proper to deduct this sum,
which wounld give an increase of
donations from individunals to both
departments of $1,607.51.

“The Board has therefore great
pleasure in reporting to the Sy-
nod and the church that the result
of the year has been most encour-
aging. The total offerings were

5,502,238
1,007.28
2,181.72
2,486.70

$19.406.70 $11,227,93

Rochester, NY
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&
$42 886.33 which shows an increase
over last year (as explained above)
of $2,082.47; thereceipt from lega-
cies were also larger. During the
year $7,886.27 came to the treasury
from this source.
“‘To the Woman's Executive Com-
mittee of our Board we owe a debt
of thanks, for they have not only
sent us $6,450 for their regular work
of parsonage building, but when
they heard that our Church Build-
ing Fund, in consequence of the
enlarged demands upon it was
about to close the year with a debt
of over $4,000, they immediately
sent the entire sum to our treasury.
This relief was most timely, for we
are thus enabled to come before
the churches without a debt in
either department of our work.”
It is again the privilege of the
Board to say that the total of re-
ceipts for our work from all sources
is larger than in any previous year.
We close this portion of the re-
port with the following condensed

statement :
Total offerings for both depts....$48,460.90

‘" Legacies.. .. 1,888.27
Interest on mveswd Tunds’ a.nd

from other regularincome ... 1,006.61
Total rcceipts by the Woman's. ..

Ex. Committee............... 11,849.77
Total rec'd for Domestic Mission

) AR AR AT R B T .$04,608,55

Total of assisted clwurches and Mlssmns
BB v o n ae v o R S MRS 6 g e A T e 66

AL, o L ST R L AL NI 68
Total Missionery Pastors and SBupplies :
| A e e s S R R
b T S s S e e 47
Whnle Number of Families... .....v..: 5160
Members, ......... 7768

ke ' Received on Confession. ..860

o ‘* Received on Certificate... 862

£k in Bunday Schools. .
Churches that assumed aelt-suPport A
Churches and Missions Oaganize

J‘E
-‘
-
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* ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN
AMERICA.

There is probably no topic pre-
sented to our churches more preg-
nant with interest and danger than
this. Yet, strange to say, the
people of all classes appear to be
exceedingly apathetic about it.
The Church of Rome not only con-
templates but has well-considered
plans for the ultimate control of
our public schools, our religion
and even our government. Any
careful student and watchful ob-
server of their manner of operation
and public declaration will admit
it, we think.

Let us look and see and learn,

1. TaE Scnoon QUuesTion.—No
one will question the attitude of
the Romanists towards the public
schools. It has always been and
will be against them. They claim
that the Church (Romish) has the
only right to educate. The Cafh-
olic Review says, '‘Wedeny . .the
right of civil government to ed-
ucate.” The Catholic Dictionary.
having the approval of Cardinal
Manning, says, ‘‘The first and
highest anthority in all that re-
gards education is the Church.
With her sanction it should be
commenced, and under its super-
intendence it should be continued.”
The Roman Catholic World says,
**The superintendence and direc-
tion of the publie schools, as well
those wherein the mass of people
are instructed in the rudiments of
homan knowledge as those where

in secondary and higher instruct-
ion are given, belong of right to

the Roman Catholic Chureh.”
They claim also the right to man-
age the public schools in the
matter of discipline and selection
of teachers, books and course of
study. The pope has declared
that “the Romish Church has a
right to interfere in the discipline
of the public schools and in the
choice of teachers for these
schools.” The Catholic World
says, ‘‘The supremacy asserted for
the Church in matters of edneation
implies the additional and cog
nate function of the censorship of
ideas and the right to examine
and approve or disapprove all
books, publications, writings and
utterances intended for public in-
struction.”’ ;
Because of their claims as above
stated, they have attacked and
maligned the public schools, their
teachers and literature, These can
be interpreted to mean only a de-
termined, persistent effort to drive
them out of existence. The Coun-
cils of Rome declare that “swear-
ing, cursing and profane express-
ions are distinctive marks of
public school children.”” These
schools are also charged with the
“corruption of morals which we
have to deplore in those of tender
years,” and that teachers indis-
criminately of every sect are em-
ployed, who are left free tosow
error and the seeds of vice in tend-
er minds.’ *The clergy from card-
inal to common priest join in the
tirade of abuse, calling them
“monstrously immoral,” a living
scandal,” ‘“‘nurseries of vice,” ete.,
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etc. A number of them have re-
fused to administer the sacraments
to parents whose children attend
public schools. The Catholic
press takes up the cry, “The
sooner it is destroyed the bettar ;"
“Let the public school system go
to where it came from—the devil.”
Some of them declare they wonld
rather be without education than
use the public schools, preferring
the “dark ages'’ to the light of the
present. One goes so far as tosay
that *‘the time is not far away
when the Roman Catholics will
refuse to pay their school tax, and
will send bullets to the breasts of
the government agents rather than
pay."”

Hating the public schools as they
do, it is not strange that they
should seek to get control of all
educational interests. We have
already seen their claim to the
control of public schools; but
knowing that they cannot get that
in this country, they seek other
means, as follows. They want
schools of their own, or what they
term parochial schools. They
claim a share of the public money
to pay their teachers and erect
their buildings. In these they
propose to teach their religious
tenets, such as the infallibility of
the pope; the Church of Rome as
the only infallible representative
of God on the earth; the end of
education is to make obedient ser-
vants of the Church ; the state
has no right to educate the young,
but that the Church must control
and direct them ; that civil laws
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are not binding when they inter-
fere with the laws of the Church;
that all nations must give adher-
ence to the Church without ques-
tioning its anthority, ete., ete.
They seek to control the educa-
tion of the Indians, and have
secured such large grants from the
government for this purpose that
the attention of the nation has
been called toit and the people
aroused. That they look higher
than the public schools and the
Indians is evidence by such notices
as the following, which are found
in many of the daily papers:
““Who shall control a national un-
iversity in Washington? The
Roman Catholics want it and have
begun one under the very best
auspices which the Church can
eommand. They mighthave put it
in conneection with the fine grounds
and buildings of their Georgetown
‘College, but they rejected the
proposition because that would
give its control to the Jesuits, and
narrow its scope. Of course the
‘Catholics have no universiry in
Washington yet, only a good the-
ological seminary, but they mean
10 have the best equipped univers-
ity in the United States, and one
that would be worthy to be called
national if it were not sectarian.”’
2. THE POLITIOAL QUESTION.—
Pope Pius 1X. proclaimed there
should 'be “‘no freedom of the
press.”  Such doctrine is an abom-
ination to true American citizens,
and when thoroughly aroused to
the fact that there is any danger
of this being the dominating
sthonght of our government, they

A 4 )\
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-of the Church of Rome.

will rise up in their might aguinst
it.

Yet these are the dogmas which
are set forth in the public and
private utterances of the adherents
Can there
be any other purpose than if pos-
gible to undermine the principles
which govern our nation, a d
should the opportunity occur, over-
thow it, and place in power the
tools of the Church i Let us quote
from various sources their own
statements. “If Catholics ever
gain sufficient numerical majority
in this country religous freedom
is at an end, 8o say our enemies,
so we believe.” Pius IX. says,
¢“We have taken this principle for
basis, that the Catholic religion,
with all its rites, ought to be ex-
clusively dominant, in such sort
that every other worship shall be
banished and interdicted.” The
Catholic World says, ‘'The Roman
Catholic is to wield his vote for
the purpose of securing Catholic
ascendency in this country. The
Review says, “It is the intention
of the pope to possess this country.
The people need governing and
must be governed. They have a
master and this master is the pope
of Rome, whom the almighty God
has placed us under to obey.’’ The
above quotations are not new. Let
us hear what the very last utteran-
ces are from Pope Leo XIII.,Janu-
ary 10,1890.“If the laws of the state
are in open contradiction with the
divine law,if they command any-
thin% prejudicial to the Church or
hostile to the duties impose by re-
ligion,or violate in the person of the

supreme
Jesus Christ, then indeed it is a
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duty to resist them and a crime to foot to enlarge their following and
obey them.” This is plain lan- increase their power.We see this in
guage ; how is it received by the their efforts to get political control
clergy and what do they teach? of the large cities by importing
Vicar-general Prestonsays, “Every their adherents and locating them
word Leo speaks from his hi where they will be most useful ;
chair is the voice of the Holy in thedesire toget control of public
Ghost, and must be obeyed. To funds for the parochial scﬁnols;
every Catholic heart come no their success in securing larger
thought but obedience. Yousay, amounts of money from the gov-
I will receive my faith from the ernmext for Indian schools than
pontiff, but I will not receive my all other denominations combined,
olitics from him! This is dis- and their work among the Negroes
oyal and untruthful. You must and other illiterate c?asses‘ easily,
not think as you choose, yon must controlled through their snpersti-
think as Catholics. The man who tions.
ayss, I will take my faith from That they would not educate
Peter, but I will not take my the masses in the least degree we
80]11:103 from Peter, is not a true know from their past history,
atholic = The Church teaches® which need not be recalled further
that the supreme pontiff must be than to state than in New Mexico,
obeyed, because he is the vicar of where fornear three-hundred years

the Lord. Christ speaks through thoéy had all power, both Indians
him”' Roman Catholics ‘“must and Mexicans were asignorant and
ohey right or wrong.” Cardinal degraded as at the beginning, and

Manning writing of the claims of would be doubtless until the end
the pope says, “‘I acknowledge no of time were it not that the gov-
civil superior. I am the subject ernment aud the Prostestant
of no princes, and I claim more churches have opened schools

than this. Iclaim to be the su- among them.
preme judge on earth of what is That they have oppressed gov-
right or wrong.”” With such ernments of all ranks unfil their

views of the authority it is not very
strange that he further writes: caused the nations to rise and
“1f the civil ruler shall makea law throw off their yoke is a matter of
hostile to faith (Rome), we must history also. The people of this
be Catholics first, and citizens nation have not yet felt enongh of
afterward.”” Rome’s power to believe its aim

In the light of such utterances is ultimate subjugation. What
can any Catholic be trusted to shall wedo? In few words to sum
hold office? Should weas citizens np. Let us maintain our public
vote for any man who is bound by schools at all hazards, and the
such authority and his own vows right of the state to educate. Let
to such power? If the pope has us encourage freedom of thought
such power and proclaims it in and speech in politics through the
such E‘ub!ic ways, he surely must press or in private, the right to
have but one purpose in it, viz, to worship God according to the dic
eventually get all nations to ac- tates of our own conscience, and
knowledgeit. That he is desirons watch every move made by the
of having our beloved land under Church of Rome to interfere in
control is manifest in these procla- these our liberties. —Church at
mations,as well as in theschemeon Home and Abroad.

tyranny and oppression
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ReEv. H., N. Cops, D. D, SECRETARY.

““As my Father hath sent me even so [ send you.'

Resolved. —That the Board be encouraged
to make the sum of their appropriations
for the coming year,§$105,000, and apportion
the same as usual among the Classes and
churches ; and that the churches be desired
to use every effort not to fall behind the ad-
vanced contributions of the last fiscal year,
;?s%réml Synod, Asbury Park, N. J., June,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Recelved In July .. .....ccovvienieinvennns. 8544110
Previously ackngwledwd 'g' 04

Total from May lat. 3 5 11,746.74
Hame period 18t Fear.... ...covcuvueeerienan 13116, 76

Falling off in 1800........ Skt lbe SRR

The receipts for July were $711.46
in advance of July, 1889, including
a legacy of $647.60. One quarter
of the year is gone, and about one-
ninth of the amount for the year
has been received. There will be
needed to November 1st to meet
all expenses without borrowing,
about $23,000. The receipts for
that period last year were $15,600.
The Board now owes $34,000 which
is quite enongh for comfort and it
would be a cheering thing indeed
if the Church should make it un-
necessary to borrow any more.

Angnst 7Tth, 1890.

Cor. Skoc.
—_———
NOTES AND NOTICES.

THE DEPARTURE of Mr. H. J. and Miss
Ida Scudder, announced for August 2d, was
hastened one wek. They sailed July
30th in the' City of Berlin,” and may be
expected to reach their destination about the
middle of September,

THE HEEKHUIS INDUSTRIAL SOHOOL has
been transferred from Arcot to Arni and
placed under the care of Rev, E. C. Bcudder,
Jr. Mr. Boudder writes of it June 16 :

Brighton Reformed Church
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““The school is getting on very well now,
I bave just completed a new building 100
feet long and 20 feet wide for the workshop
and the scene out there is a busy one I as«
sure you, There are nearly fifty boye in
the school, most of them comingto be car-
penters, though gome of them have selected
rug-weaving, some printing and some tail-
oring, We have a teacher or ** Maistry "
for each class, and the boys seem much in-
terested in their work."

A sewing machine ‘which was greatly
needed for the school has been given by the
Sunday-school of the 2d Reformed Church
of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and is already on
its way to India.

Mr, Scudder adds: ‘ Another want is a
comumunion set for this station, Arni. There
s none, and a tray, milk-jug and tumbler
do not seem exactly the thing. I do not
wish an elegant affair. The very simplest
service made would suit me far better than
any other, as a grand one would not bein
keeping with our modest sanctuaries,” Who
will supply this want?

ReporTs of great scarcity and suffering
come from both India and Japan. Inthe
latter the rice crop has been almost a fail-
ure, and the price of ri'?e which is the chief
article of food, ha gone up from 100 to 200
per cent. Great suffering has necessarily
ensued among the poor, and subscriptions
by native and foreign residents have been
made in did of the destitute. From India
Dr. John Scudder writes, Tindivanam,June
26th © “ We have had no rain yet. The
tanks have been dry for months, and many
of the wells have given out, so that we have
difficulty in getting enough water. There
is not a spear of grass to be seen anywhere,
and the trees and ghrubs are dying. I don's
know what we shall do if rain does not
come soon,”

AT THE SHANGHAI MISSIONARY CONFER-
£¥CE much time was given to the discussion
of the opium traffic which has been such a
curse o China, We give in another column
the appeal of more than 2,400 native Christ-
ians to the Christians of Great Britain on
his subject. It should waken a response in
the hearts of Christians everywhere, and
stir them to prayer and every effort possible
for the removal of the curse from China
and the shame from * Christian " policy
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and commerce that have imposed it on the
empire. Mr. Fagg in sending the appeal
writes as follows : ** Only last week » wo-
man and child were forced home from our
Children's Home, where they had fled, to be
gold by the husband and father, who, hav-
ing smoked up all his property and house-
hold furniture, was going to sell wife and
child to keep up his pipe a little longer."”

A Friexn who has heretofore frequently
shown his interest in our missions by his
gifts, called at the office of the Board early
in Augnat. After inquiring as to the need
of money, be placed in the haods of its rep-
resentative a $1,000 bill, and added : " I
have been thinking a great deal lately of
Christian stewardship and the Parable of
the Talents,” This is the second donation
of such an amount received since the open-
ing. of the year. Doubtless there are many
moved by similar thoughts whose gifis are
not and could not be so large. But doubt-
less also, there are many, who, if this
thought were rightly entertained, might
surprige themselves and greatly advance
the cause of Chriet by the results of such
thinking, ‘‘How much owst thou unto
my Lord "

No TEACHER® have yet responded to the
call for Nagasaki and Amoy, published last
month in the MissioN FieLp and Christian
Infelligencer. They are greatly needed and
needed at once. Are there none in the
Reformed Church ready to say, * Here am
Isend me.” Must we look outside for them ?

THE JAPAN MISSIONS.

Mission work was begun in Japan by the
Reformed Church in 1859, The Presbyteri-
ans and the Episcopalians Churches of
the United States preceded those by a few
months only. The firat party bf missionar-
ies consisted of Rews. 8. R. Brown, D. D.,
and G, F, Verbeck and D. B, Simmons, M.
D., with their wivee. Dr. Brown and Dr.
Simmons settlel at Kanagawa (Yokohama)
and Dr. Verbeck at Nagasaki. Dr, Sim-
mons soon retired from the mission, but
Dr. Brown was joined two years later, in
1860, by Rev. and Mrs, James H. Ballagh §

But little could be done in the early years
in the way of missionary effort, The peo-
ple were jealous of foreigners, the edicts

against Christianity rewained in force, and
the name and doctrine of Jesus Christ wers
every where hated, Tt was a time of wait-
ing, but these years were by no meana losf,
for they prepared the way and the men for
much of the success which has followed,
They gave opportunity for acquirivg the
language uphindered by other labors, for
learning the character of the people and
their habite of thought, and for winning
their confidence. They were all the time
carefully watched and often in great dan-
ger, yet protected by the good hand of God
upon them, were never seriously molested.
Classes were gathered both at Nagasaki and
Yokol for instruct in English, and
many of the men who have since been
prominent in the affairs of the empirewere
thus early brought under the influence of
the missionaries, learned to know them and
confide in them., The first convert was
baptized at Yokohama by Mr. Ballagh in
1864, and two others at Nagasaki by Dr.
Verbeck in 1866, Much attention was also
given at this early period to the translation
of the Scriptures by Dr.Brown and r.Bal-
lagh and others,

The first (Protestant) Christian church
was organized at Yokohsma in 1872, with
eleven members, nine young men who were
baptized that day and two men of middle
age who had been previously baptized. This
church ignow known as the Kaigan Church,
and a8 it was the first so it is the largest in
the Empire, baving in 1880, 640 adult com-
municants on its roll beside 80 children, 635
in all, Its beautiful edifice, also the first
church building in Japan, was dedicated
July 10th, 1876. The sum of §1,000 crntrib-
uted by native Christians in the Sand wich
Islands, increased to something over §2,000
by accumulation of interest, was used in its
erection. When, some years later, the
King of Hawai visited Japan, a public re-
ception was given him within in its walls.

Tae UsiTED CHURCH.

1t was very early felt to be desirable that
the various missions should labor together
in building up the church of Christ, and
that the multiplication of dencminations be
avoided, so far as possible. In1876 a union
was formed of the missions of the Reformed
Church in America,the Presbyterian church
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in the United States of America,(North)and
the United Presbyterian Church of Scot-
land in the “Councll of United Missions.”
This council has since been increased by the
addition of the missions of the Presbyterian
Church in the United Statea (South), the
Reformed Church (German) in the United
States and last year'of the Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church. The missionaries of the
Woman's Union Missionary Society are also
connected with the couneil,

The churches under the care of these
missions took as their name ‘The United
Church of Christ in Japan.” The doctrinal
standards adopted were the Westminster
Confession of Faith and Shorter Catechism,
the Heidelburg Catechism and the Canons
of the S8ynod of Dort. The form of govern-
ment was and is Piesbyterian, The growth
of the church has been remarkable, At the
time of organieation, in 1877, there were
eight churches and 623 members, organized
in one Clim Ewai or Classis.

In 1889, there was a Synod embracing five
classes, sixty-eight churches, 8 054 ar.lul&

outstations and two preaching places in
Nagasaki, conneoted withit. A new church
was organized at Karstur, the church of
Matsura, in 1886,

PRESENT FORCE.

North—Tokyo: Rev. G. F. Verbeck, D, D.
and wife ; Rev, J. L, Amerman, D. D, and
wife ; Prof.M.N.Wyckoff and wife(absent);
Rev. H. Harns and wife.

Morioka : Rev. E. Rothesay Miller and
wife.

Yokohama: Rev. J. H. Ballagh and wife;
Rev. E. S. Booth and wife; Miss H. L.
Winn ; Miss A. De F. Thompson; Miss Mary
Deyo ; Miss Julia Moulton; Miss Mary E.
Brokaw.

South : Rev. Henry Stout and wife ; Rev.
A. Oltman and wife ; H, V. B. Peeke; Miss
R. L. Irvine,

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

In the Northern Mission Messrs. Amer-
man, Wyckoff and Harris are connected
with the Meiji Gaku in our Christian Col-
lege, at Tokyo, in which we were associated
with the Presbyterian missions. This in-

itution has an Academic and a Theological

members, with thirty-nine ordained

ters and forty-seven licentiates. The con-
tributions of the native Christians amount-
ed to 314,100 U 8.gold. The United Church
has a Board of Missions for the conduct of
evangelistic work composed partly of mis-
sionaries and partly of Japanese, to which
the missions contribute in a certain propor-
tion to the amounts iven by the churches.

Our OwN MiIssioNs.

Until 1889, all the missionaries of the
Reformed Churches in Japan contributed
but one mission baving principal stations,
in the North at Tokyo and Yokohama, and
the South at Nagasaki. In that year a
division which had for some time been
deemed advisable, was made. The princi
pler were conveni and ¥
supplenented by a certain diversity of inter-
ests. The North Japan mission has its prin-
cipal station at Tokyo and Yokohama, with
another in the North at Morioka, oceupied
by Mr. and Mre, Miller. There arefourteen
or fifteen outstations connected with this
mission under the care of Mr. Ballagh and
Mr. Miller,

The South Japan mission has its station
at Nagasuki. It bas three churches, eight

Brighton Reformed Church

Department, with 218 students of whom
120 were Christi The ber of Theo-
logical students was twenty-nine.

The Ferris Seminary at Yokoh has
108 pupils, of whom 49 were Christians.
The new building *“Van Schaick Hall,” was

pleted and pied last year. The
number of pupils was much smaller than
was expected, owing in part to the multi-
plication of native schoolas for girls, and in
part to “hard times, the anti-foreign spirit
and anti-Christian fesling,” which have
been widely prevalent the past year, There
is reason to hope that these causes wil
cease to affect the prosperity of the school
in the near future.

In the South the educational work is car-
ried on in connection with the *‘State Mem-
orial" school for boys and young men and
the ** Sturges Seminary" for girls. The
former had Bl scholars, of whom five were
in the Theological department,and the latter
eighteen ; of the former twenty-four and of
the latter, six were Christians, Since the
opening of 1880, the number of scholars in
“Sturges Seminary"has increased consider-
ably, and the prospect for further growth
8 bright with promise,

Tolmily g s,
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A gkeich of the Japan mission em-
bracing an account of both missions to the
close of 1888, will be sent without cost to
any one desiring to read it.

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES*
ME1J1 GARUIN,

The annual commencement of the Aca-
demic Department of the Meiji Gakuin took
place Wednesday, the 26th inst., at 2 p. m.,
in the Sandham Hall, Shirokane, Tokyo., A
large attendance of foreign ledies and gen-
tlemen graced the occasion, many of whom
were from Yokohoms. The Hall was well
filled with students and friends of the insti-
tution and foreign and native gentlemen
engeged in education in the Capitol, Dr,
Hepburnp, the President, occupied the chair.
After music by the Tokyo City Band pro-
ceedings were opened with prayer by the
Rev. N, Tamura, The first oration was by
Mr. C. Aoki on religion and science. His
annunciation was clear, his manner natural,
and his subject satisfactorily reasoned. This
oration was in English, The second oratiou
was by Mr. T. Ozaki on heroes. This was,
in Japanese, delivered with deliberation and
effectively, He showed the important place

ied by h in all nati it

Iy refernug to Bismarck and Napoleon a8
examples of hero worship in theil respective
nations, and ended his oration with an earn-
est plea for a hero to bridge the gulf be-
tween the laboring classes and Capitalists.
He did not suggest whence or how such a
hero was to arise. One of his Japanese su-
ditors obeerved that Dr. Talmage's recent
sermon gave as the only solution of the con-
tention between labour and capital the
Golden Rule of Jesus. The third oration
was by Mr, M, Masaki on Physical utility
and Altruism. It was in English and was
a well reasoned subject. The fourth oration
was in Japanese by Mr, K. Kawai, luu anb-
ject—"The Evolution of Human H

His manner was animated, and tha spanker
carried conviction of his deep interest in the
greatest happiness of the individual, the
home or family, the state or society. Under
these different heads he made many telling
points pertinent to Japan's present and
prospective needs,

Two members of the graduating class
were excused from speaking, one of these
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afterwarde gave a witty speech, much ap-
preciated, at the Alumni dinner.

The address of the day, to have been deli-
vered by 8. Shimada, Eeq., bad to be omit-
ted owing to the gentleman’s inability to be

t. This add pr bly would
h.uve been in Japanese. Happily for the
foreigners present an impromptu address
was given in English by Dr, Thwing called
from the aodience for the purpose, OF
course it did not require interpretation as the
graduating class to whom it was addressed
all understood English, as did aleo the great
bulk of the audience. It would have been
impossible for an interpreter to have follow
him,so rapid and fluent were his utterances,

e —
KOREA.

The Reformed Church has no Mission in
Korea, but it has a representative there in
the person of one of her sons, the Hew
Horace G. Underwood, known to many in
our denomination. We give for the infor-
mation of our readers the substance of an
address delivered by Mr. Underwood on the
progress of Christianity in that kingdom.in
Van Schaick Hall of the Ferris Seminary.

He divided the 12,000,000 of its inhabitants
into two classes, one the tang ban, or offici-
al, and the other the sang nom, Or common
people. A middle class could hardly be
said to exist, and by hardly any possibility
could a member of the lower class, except
after several generations, rise to the higher
class. The curse of TEorea was that one
class lived simply on the other, and that for
an official to work would be a greater dis-
grace than to die. He described Korea as a
country without a religion although it had
three, the Buddhist, Confucian and Fetich-
ism or Demonology. The Buddhist monas-
eries were far inferior to those of Japan as*
the priests were accounted next to the low-
est class, the slaughterers. The Confucian-
ists simply paid respect to ancestors ; and
stone mounds and offerings of paper strips
and rags to various spirits was by far the
most of their sup belief

The order of the entrance of Christianity
was, first the Roman Catholic faith some 200
years ago through an official visit to Pekin,
when & tract was brought back and resulted
in great numbeis receiving its mchmgs.nnd.
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one of the number administering baptism.
T'his was afterwards disapproved of by the
Jesuit teachers, and priests were sent and
all KEurea d ready to b Christian
But a discovery, it is said, of letters to the
King of Portugal to become King led to an
edict for the death of the Christi and

A MESSAGE FROM FAR.

The following} is a translation of a letter
from the Native Christian Churches of
Canton, sent to us by Mr. A, 8. Dyer. Itis
signed on behalf of over 2,400 native com-

thousands and tens of thousands met their
death heroically. The Presbyterian Mission
buptised the first Proteatant convert July,86
a remarkable man who, led from soul-hun-
ger and from reading in & book that West-
ern nations had a religion called Christian,
but that it was a vile religion, felt desirous
tu ee what it was, or why Western nat ons
observed it. He obtained copies of two Gos-
pels, read both through in one night and ac-
cepted the truth as good. At the close of
that year prayer was offered for twenty ad-
ditions in the next year. And in September
a Church was organized of 10, and before
the year closed there were 20. The next
year 100 were asked for : and there wera
two Churches in existence and above 100
converts. The Hospital and School work of
both the Government and Missions were
spoken of. There are also dispensaries and
an Orphanage with a boye' prayer meeting
of 15 to 30 attendants, The Presbyterian
Mission has 10 representatives, and the
Methodist 11.  There are some other Pres-
byterian missionaries from Canadaand Aus-
tralia from whom good work is expected.

The two greatest difficulties are, 18t the
exireme poverty of the people, and 2nd that
seeing the homes and comforts of Christian
missionaries they will become Christians
from mercenary motives, Mr. Underwood
gave some interesting incidents of Buddhist
Priests receiving the word with all readiness
of mind, and of young lads inquiring about
Christianity and becoming zealous workers.,
He also told of successful momen's meetings
held by ladies. As this was the first general
observance by the Union Church of the
Mounthly Concert of Prayer for Missions, and
the plan of taking up a single field for con-
sideration was so successful, itis hoped that
future meetings will be attended with in-
creasing interest and satisfaction, The large
audience, the beautiful chapel, the spirited
Bingiog and earnest prayers reminded all
present of Missionary Concerts for Prayer
inghe home lands.

Brighton Reformed Church

t i with six European
and American missions :—

“The Christian Churches of Canton re-
spectfully address the Christian Churches
of England.

*‘This year, when holding our annual new
year's meeting, we were favored with a
visit irom Alfred 8, Dyer, who told ue how
the Christians in India to the number of
several thousand had improved the oppor-
tunity afforded this year, before the time
fixed for the revision of the Commercial
treaty in reference to opium expires, to ap-
peal to the Executive Council and the Em-
peror of China to co-operate with your Gov-
er in abolishing the op traffic,
Having been told this we were incited
thereby to prepare this letter, signed by rep-
resentatives of all our Churches—beseeching
your Churches, pastors and teachers to
combine your strength in devising some
efficient means to .emove this curse of
opium. Years ago Mr. Turner, besides
other good works, presented an appeal to
your Parliament to prohibit the importation
(by British merchants) of opium into China.

“*Although the object sought has not been
attained, the agitation of the matter should
not be allowed to flag, for the calamities
which opium briogs are numberles:, Permit
us to set forth briefly a few of the more
conspicuous forms,

“The introduction and sale of opium ‘ex-
tends to all the cities and villages of the
land, the Chinese expending upon it more
than 60,000,000 dollare (about £10,000,000
sterling) every year. By this means the
rich are made poor, and the poor are led to
sell their children, and its curdae appeara in
the dissipation of the wealth of the land.

“Scholars, agriculturalists, artisans and
merchants, rep the tant employ-
ments of the people. When ouce they ac-
quire the opium habit they become weak,
inefficient, and indolent in every depart-
ment of labour ;: every form of handicraft
deteriorates, business suffers, and time is
squandered. There is no worse evil than

S
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this, and its curse appears sgain in the
gradual destruction of the industries and
trade of the country.

*Our people originally are comparatively
stroug and healthy, but when once they
acquire the opium habit they become mere
weak skeletons, and can neither eat nor
sleep with comfort, This physical deterior-
ation is transmitted to their children and
grandchildren, and the carse of opium is
seen in the injury it inflicts upon the wvery
life of the people.

“*When a man has enough to eat and to
wear he observes the proper regulations and
custom of society, but when once he tukes
to opium he loses all self-respect, and, as
money becomes each day harder to obtain,
he resorts to dishonest means to gain a
livelihood and becomes utterly debased ; so
the curse of opium appears again in de-
stroying the character and munners of the
people,

“While these evils are preying upon the
people of China, the obstacles they present
to Christian work are not a few. Your
prople come to preach the doctrines of the
Gospel, which are indeed the truth, and
your real desire is to lead many to believe ;
but those who hear them say that opium
and the Gospel have come together from
England, and the doubt arises, and finds
expression in words, that the Gospel is
false. Your missionaries come with the
real desire to benefit the people, but those
who see them. maliciously declare that
opium and missionaries are alike English
productions, and they susp the
aries of secretly doing evil. Moreover the
Church opens free schools, und although
they are meant to benefit the youth yet it is
impossible to stop the mouths of those who
are not taught, while opium remains unfor-
bidden. The Church has opened hospitals,
but, although they are saving men from
dieease, it is impossible to influence the
hearts of those who have not been healed,
while:opium remains unforbidden.

*“Your Christians, with singleness of heart,
are zenlous in many good works, but while
opium remaing they are all like so much
water poured out.

“'It is said by some that the Chinese are
fond of opium and the calamities they suf-
fer are of their own making and the English

© Brighton Reformed Church

have nothing to do with it. The New Tea-
tament says: ‘Havce no fellowship with
evil." Now when your Government plants
and sells opium to minister to the evil pro-
pensities of the Chinese, you are partakers
with them, and what can you say in excuse
thereof ?

*An opportunity having now been provi-
dentially afforded by our friends in India to
Tenew the agitation of the matter in the
memorial they have presented to the throne
of China for consultativn and prohibition,
our hope is that your Christians will with
one heart exert themselves, without regard
to profit or loss, and be enabled to abolish
opium, that the Chi may be released
from this yoke of bondage, and the obstael
to the preaching of the Gospel be removed,
‘We have but little strength, but night and
day we pray the Lord above to reveal Him-
self, and help England and China to abolish
this great evil. May this exceeding hlessing
come to us and to China, For this we rev=-
erently wait."

“God is moving with great
strides in his march toward the
final goal. The Gospel flood is fast
rising toward a flood mark higher
then it has ever reached. The ful-
ness of time has come and the end
is at hand. God is specially
working and loudly calling his
people to closer fellowship and
more diligent co-operation. Such
fact make and mar the crisis of
missions. Now or never? To-
morrow will be too late for work
that must be done to-day. The
time and ride will not wait. Every
day will make and mar the fature
of great people.”

Dr. A. T. Pierson.

“The Prince of Darkness is
pushing his missions and publish-
ing his message fast enough, how-
ever sluggish may be the messen-
gers of Lf.u* Prince of Peace.
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GEBOREN
te South Holland, Ills., Sep-
tember 2, 1868.

GELEDEN
om Oman te openen voor
Christus, Dec. 1892--Mei 1898.

GESTORVEN -
in het Presb. Hospitaal te New
York City, Oct. 18, 1893.

-

REV. PETER JOHN ZWEMER.
Zendeling naar Arabia.

_-—’.__"'—‘-’/

“‘My sword [ give to him that shall
succeed me in my pilgrimage, and my
courage and skill to him that can get it.
My marks and scars I carry with me to
be a witness for me that 1 have fought His
battles, who now will be my rewarder.'.....
So he passed over and all the trumpets
sounded for him on the other side.”—
PILGRIM’S PROGRESS.

(Death of Valiant for Truth.)
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