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Onden of Worshhip

PreLUDE — Hymns on the Carillon
“Benedictus” — Rowley
“Toceata in C Minor” — Muffat

VoTuM, SENTENCES, SALUTATION
*ProcessioNaL HymN No. 13 — “God Himself is With Us” Arnsberg

Praver oF ConrFEssION (In Unison)
God our Father: we have done wrong, and do not deserve to be
called your children. We have turned from your way, and have
followed the desires of our own hearts. We have not loved our
neighbors as you commanded. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy
on us, and forgive us; for the sake of your son, our Savior, Jesus

Christ. AMEN.
‘WoRDS OF ASSURANCE
ScripTURE LEssoN — Luke 16:19-31
*THE APoSTLES' CREED
ANTHEM — “God Made Our Hands"” Jackson-Miller
SeErmMoN — “A Ghost Story” Norman E. Thomas
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD

The Senvice of Installation

Russell G. Johnson, Presiding
*Hymn— No. 520 — “God of the Prophets” Toulon
INvOCATION
THE EXPOSITION

THE INTERROGATION OF THE CANDIDATE

That it may appear to all here present that you, our brother, are willing
to accept this office as thus described, you are to answer sincerely these
guestions:

Do you feel in your heart that you are called of God's Church, and there-
fore of God himself, to this holy ministry?

Do you believe the books of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word
of God and the perfect doctrine of salvation; and do you reject all doctrines
contrary thereto?

Do you promise to discharge your office faithfully according to this doctrine
and to adorn it with a god{y life; also to submit yourself, in case you
should become delinquent either in life or doctrine, to ecclesiastical ad-
monition, according to the ordinance of our Church?

Do Knu promise to be loyal to the witness and work of the Reformed Church
in America, using your utmost endeavor to further her mission at home
and abroad?

Will you, with the help of God, strive to fulfill all the duties of a minister
of Christ; preaching the Word of God in sincerity; administering the hg}jy
Sacraments in purity; maintaining proper discipline in the house of God;
and shepherding the flock faithfully? at is your response?

David E. Hughson

Eugene Ligtenberg

Theodore DeSoto

YES, TRULY, WITH ALL MY HEART

Brighton Reformed Church
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CHARGE TO THE MINISTER Peter N. VandenBerge

Take heed, beloved brother and fellow servant in Christ, to yourself and
to all the flock over which the Holy Spirit makes you overseer. Love Christ
and feed his sheep. Be an example in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit,
in faith, in purity. Attend to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. Neglect
not the gift that is in you. Meditate on these things; give yourself wholly
to them. Take heed to the doctrine and continue steadfast therein. Bear
patiently all sufferings as a good soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ; for in
doing this you shall both save yourself and them that hear you. And when
the chief Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive a crown of glory that
fades not away.

**INTERROGATION OF THE CONGREGATION

Beloved in the Lord, inasmuch as this most solemn procedure involves obli-

gations and duties on your part toward him whom you have called to

gnjs:er to you in holy things, I ask you before God and our Lord Jesus
rist:

Do you receive in the name of the Lord his servant, our brother, to be your
minister?

Do you promise to receive the word of truth from his lips with meekness
and love, and to submit to him in the due discharge of his holy office?

Do you promise to encourage and help him in his sacred work, and to
labor with him in faith and prayer for the honor of Christ, the well-being
of his Church, and the welfare of men?

Do you promise that, as long as he remains your minister, you will provide
competent worldly maintenance and whatever else the honor of religion
and his comfort among you require? What is your response?

WE DO.

CHARCGE T0 THE CONGREGATION Gordon H. Curtis

Beloved in the Lord, receive this your minister in the Lord with gladness
and hold such men in reputation. Remember that God himself speaks to
you and appeals to you through him. Receive the word which he, according
to Scm]l]ture. shall preach to you, not as the word of man but, as it is in
truth, the Word of God. Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub-
mit yourselves; for they watch for your souls, as they that must give
account; that they may do it with joy, and not with grief. If you do these
things, it shall come to pass that the peace of God shall enter into your
houses; and that you who receive this man in the name of a prophet shall
receive a prophet's reward; and through his preaching, believing in Christ,
shall through Christ inherit life eternal.

GREETINGS Harold R. Bissett
Gladys DeVuyst
Russell F. Pater

REeapING OF THE FormMULA

SIGNING OF THE FORMULA

DECLARATION OF INSTALLATION

PRAYER FOR GRACE — General Prayer — Lord’s Prayer

*RecessioNaL Hymn No. 433 — “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”
Regent Square

*BENEDICTION Russell F. Pater
PosTLupE — “Psalm 19" Marcello

* The Congregation stands
** Members of the Brighton Reformed Church stand
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Harold R. Bissett is employed in the New York State Division for Youth
and is Vice-President of Consistory, First Reformed Church,
Wyantskill, New York.

Gordon H. Curtis is Resident Manager, St. Marks Terrace, Penn Yan,
New York, and former Minister of Brighton Reformed Church.

Theodore De Soto is Principal of Monroe High School and served as
Chairman of the Pastoral Search Committee of Brighton Reformed
Church.

Gladys De Vuyst is Stated Clerk of the Classis of Rochester.
David E. Hughson is Director of Music at Brighton Reformed Church.

Russell G. Johnson is Pastor of the Second Reformed Church, Marion,
New York and President of the Classis of Rochester,

Eugene Ligtenberg is an industrial engineer at Eastman Kodak Company
and Vice-President of Consistory, Brighton Reformed Church.

Norman E. Thomas is Provost of New Brunswick Theological Seminary,
New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Peter N. VandenBerge is Director of Library Services, Colgate Rochester/
Bexley Hall/Crozer Theological Seminaries and has served as classical
supervisor of the Brighton Reformed Church.

RUSSELL FRANK PATER

Russell Frank Pater was born in Philadelphia, September 3, 1930. He
graduated from Central College, Pella, Iowa, in 1952 and New Brunswick
Theological Seminary in 1955. He completed advanced studies in re-
ligious education af Union Theological Seminary, New York City, in 1956.
Since then, he has been Pastor of the First Reformed Church, Wyantskill,
New York. He has served on numerous denominational boards and com-
munity agencies. :

Mrs, Pater, the former Janet Cooper of New Brunswick, New Jersey, is
a graduate of Rider College, Trenton, New Jersey and has taught business
education. The Paters have three children — Pamela Jeanne, who is
seventeen; David Russell, fifteen; and Carol Christine, fourteen. The
family is living in the newly-built parsonage at 7 Tree Brook Drive, Pen-
field, New York.

The members and friends of the congregation are cordially invited to the
r;cegtion for the Pater family in Fellowship Lodge immediately following
the Service.
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RETIREMENT CELEBRATION

Honoring

The Reverend & Mrs. Russell F. Pater

Pastoral Ministry
1956 - 1995

“. .. Your work produced by faith, your labor
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired
by hope in our Lerd Jesus Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 1:3
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Prelude

Welcoming Invocation

Hymn No. 372

Hymn No. 345

Accolades

Choo Choo Through the Tunnel
For He's a Jolly Good Fellow

Taiwanese Association Gift
Presentation

Taiwanese Ministry

‘Tis a Gift to be Simple

“Father Pater”

“Thank You Lord, on this Day”

Accolades

Brighton Reformed Church

Rev. Nicholas Vanderweide

Living for Jesus
Verses 1 & 4

Blessed Assurance
Verses 1 & 4

Mr. John Stratton

Taiwanese Mens Quartet

Mr. Eric Smith

Mr. Kenneth Hsu

Miss Rebecca Ennis

“The Grandchildren”

“The Von-Pater Family
Singers”

Mr. Harry Bissett

Church History
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“Anytime”
1. An-y time you meet the Pa-ters, 3. An-y time you need a blessing,
An-y time you see them clear, An-y time you need advice,
An-y time you need a Pastor, An-y time you feel downhearted,
That will be the time he's there for you. That is just when their a-vail-a-ble.
An-y time your sick or lonely, An-ytime_______ you need good music,
That's the time,____ he'll be visiting you. That's the time to call upon them,
So, an-y time you want some com-for-ting, So, an-y time you say you don't know what to do,
Thats the time he'll say a prayer for you. Thats the time they'll help ypu see it through.
2. An-y time you've heard Russ preaching, ___ 4. So don't you dare___ to feel downhearted,
An-y time you've studied the Bible with him, Don't you dare to be feeling blue,
An-y time you've been in prayer group, Just re-mem-ber all the blessings,
That will be when you're inspired again. That you've known the last twenty years or so.
An-y time you see Jan Pater, Just be thank-ful___you've been here with them,
That's the time,____ you'll be seeing a friend. Keep the faith, in God and Christ,
So an-y time you need a leader, cook, or friend So, an-y time you think you'll miss them here at BRC,
That's the time she'll show her talents to you. That's the time to say “well done” to them.
Music by Herbert Happy Lawson, 1921
Lyrics by Rev. Anne L. Guild-Donovan, 1985
Brighton Reformed Church image 6 of 235 Rochester, NY
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Hymn No. 514 In My Heart there Rings a
Melody, Verses 1 & 3

Banner Presentation Ms. Tamara Ligtenberg
Mrs. Elizabeth Algase

“Anytime” Rev. Anne Guild-Donovan
Miss Mary Vandenbroeke
Accompanied by  Mr. Jack DeVuyst
Mrs. Donna Birrittella

“Reflections” Mrs. Janet Pater
“To Me" Mrs. Jeanne Lees
Accolades Mr. William McKie

Mrs Florence McKie
“Doubly Good to You" Mrs. Donna Birrittella

Gift Presentation Mr. Eugene Ligtenberg
Mrs. Joanne Ligtenberg

Sharing of Thoughts Rev. Russell F. Pater
Hymn God of the Prophets
Verses 1 & 4
Closing Prayer Rev. Nicholas VanderWeide
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Greeters:

Dinner Invocation:

Ushers:

Master of Ceremonies:

Organist:

Pianist

Photographer:

Church History

Mrs. Carol Ross
Miss Sandra Ross

Rev. Pamela Ennis

Rev. Mark Ennis
Miss Rebecca Ennis
Miss Leah Ennis

Mr. David Pater
Mrs. Sherry Pater
Mr. John Pater

Miss Sarah Pater
Mr. Daniel Ross
Miss Kristen Ross
Mr. Stephen Ross

Rev. Nicholas VanderWeide

Mrs. Joanne Ligtenberg

Mrs. Jeanne Lees

Mr. Eugene Ligtenberg

Brighton Reformed Church
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JUNE 15, 1958

The Office for
The laying of the Cornerstone of
Brighton Reformed Church

Walter W. Blakley, Officiating
Vice-President, Consistory

S99 W

GRACE be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.

DEARLY beloved: We are here assembled in the Name of the Triune God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to lay the corner-stone of a house to
be erected to His honor and service and praise. Within its walls His holy
Name is to be worshiped, His holy Gospel is to be preached, and His holy
Sacraments are to be administered. Knowing that our help is in the Name
of the Lord who made heaven and earth, let us lift up our hearts unto Him
in humble supplication for His blessing.

PRAYER (In Unison)

O ALMIGHTY God, who hast built Thy Church upon the foundation of the
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner-
stone; direct us in this our undertaking with Thy most gracious favor, and
further us with Thy continual help, that in all our work begun, continued,
and ended in Thee, we may glorify Thy holy Name, and finally by Thy
mercy obtain everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PSALM 87

His foundation is in the holy mountains.

The Lord loveth the gates of Zion
More than all the dwellings of Jacob.

Glorious things are spoken of thee,
O city of God.

I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me:
Behold Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man was born in her:

And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her:
And the Highest Himself shall establish her.

The Lord shall count, when He writeth up the people,
That this man was born there.

As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there:
All my springs are in Thee.
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1 Peter II: 1-9 PRAYER

Brighton Reformed Church

WHEREFORE, laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrises, and

envies, andall evil-speaking, as new-bornbabes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:if so be ye have tasted that the
Lord is gracious: to whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed in-
deed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as lively stones,
are built upa spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained
in the scripture, Behold, I layin Sion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious:
and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore
which believe, He is precious:but unto them which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,
and stone ofa stumbling, and a rockof offence, even to them which stumble
at the word, being disobedient; whereunto also they were appointed. But
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light.

READING CONTENTS OF CORNERSTONE BOX

Izsaac Hubregsen

CORNERSTONE LAYING
Rev. William C. Hillegonds

I LAY the Corner-stone of ahouse tobe erected and devoted to the service
of Almighty God; in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Other foundation can no man lay that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.

APOSTLE’'S CREED (In Unison)
Led by Henry DeRoo

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended intoheaven, And sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the
quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Catholic Church, The Com-
munion of Saints; The Forgiveness of Sins; the Resurrection of the body;
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN - The Church's One Foundation

The Church's one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord;

She is His new creation By water and the word:

From heav'n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;

With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. Amen.

image 11 of 235

BLESSED be Thy Name, O Lord, that it hath pleased Thee to put it into

the hearts of Thy servants to commence the erection of a house, in
which Thy Name is tobe worshiped, the glad tidings of salvation proclaim-
ed, and Thy holy Sacraments administered, Prosper them, O Lord, in this
their undertaking. Keep and preserve by Thy providence unto the end the
work which is now begun in Thy fear, Excite the skill and animate the in-
dustry of the workmen. Shield them from accident and danger. And grant
unto them, and unto all of us here present, the influences of Thy divine
Spirit, so that we may become, in soul and body, living temples of the
Holy Spirit, and be prepared for that eternal city which hath foundations,
whose Builder and Maker is God. All which we ask through the abundant
merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with
Thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end,

(In Unison)

OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done in earth, as it is heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Rev. William C. Hillegonds o
: p DD

CONTENTS OF CORNERSTONE BOX

Revised Standard Version of Bible
with signatures of Consistory

Sunday School Leader's Book

Current Mailing List

Church Directory

Fund-raising Campaign Booklet

Bulletins from Ground-Breaking and
Cornerstone Laying Ceremonies
Attendance Records
Times-Union and Democrat & Chronicle
June 14, 1958
Church Herald
Brightoner
Pictorial Budgets-- 1955 - 1956
Pictures of Ground-Breaking Ceremony
Church History and Names of Charter Members
Brighton Reformed Church Annual Report -- 1957
Reformed Church Book on Missions
Upper Room
From the Old Cornerstone:
2 Newspapers -- July 3, 1891
Ordinances of Village of Brighton
Dutch Letter (Bound in glass)
with English Translation
45th and 60th Anniversary Year Book
New York Times--June 8, 1958
Floor Plan of Church
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MEMBERS OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE

Chester Engler, Chairman

Alex Anderson
Edward Anderson
Marene Asbrook
Mervin Baker
Arthur Brouwer
Edward DeBrine

Miss Janna DeGraff

Mr.,

Clarence DeLyser

Mrs. Clarence DeLyser

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brighton Reformed Church

John DeRoo
Henry DeRoo
Wm. DeWitte
Jacob DeVuyst
George Field
E. LeRoy Hand
Maylon Howell

Mr.

Mrs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mrs,
Mrs.

Isaac Hubregsen
Isaac Hubregsen
Albert Martin
Rudolph Miller
Paul Nelson
John Olyslager
Carl Pearson
Robert Porteous
Jacob Scheerens
Marvin Scheerens
Gordon Tait
Clarence Talsma
Ray Tell
Robert Van Bortel
William Wahl
Alice Zonnevylle

Architects --

Walzer & Miller

General Contractor -- Cooper & Craib
Electrical Contractor -- Alhart Electrical Co.
Plumbing Contractor -- Lobene & Hayes, Inc.
Heating Contractor -- A. J. Heinzle, Inc.
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BRIGHTON REFORMIED CHURCH

A THOUGHT UPON ENTERII!G THE PEW: "Thc Lord is my light
and my salvation; whom shall I fear! The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid."

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 11:00 A« April 13, 1958
The Organ Prelude "Pastorale" Lemmins
The Call to VWorship

*Hymn No. 279 "Q Thou Great Fricnd"

*The Lord's Prayor and Salutation

The Organ Interlude

The Anthem  "For the Beauty of the Earth" K. K. Davis
The Morning Prayer and Choral Response

The Word of God 1 Kings 8:22-30
The Offertory Sentence
The Offertory "Arioso" Bach

*The Doxology and Prayer of Blessing upon Tithe and Gift

The Solo, Barbara Youmans

The Meditation

Silent Prayer

THE SFRVICE OF GROUND BREAKING FOR OUR NEW CHURCH
BULLDING

(The congregation stands)

Greeting worshippers at the door: Mr. and Hrs.
Marene Asbrook

Ushers for today: Fred Howlett, Gordon Woodhams
Harold Smalley, Edward Anderson
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A PRAYER FOR OUR NEW CHURCH

‘0 Master Architect who planned the world

Who drew the vaulted arches of the sky,
Help us to plan a temple worthy of Thee,
Where sacrifice of praise may rise on high.

0 Master Builder of the Living Church -
Help us to build with more than brick or stone;
May faith support, and love cement its walls,
And welcoming doors swing wide for sad and lons.

Teach us to build a noble edifiice,

Unmarred by human faults of life and creed;
Help us to build it brcad and large enough

To satisfy the cries of human need!

--Raiph T. Hordlund
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Rev. John Van Westenberg

Rev. D. Lawrence Betten

Rev. Andrew Stegenga

1891 - 1895 1897 - 1910 1911 - 1918

Rev. Henry C. Jacobs
1920 - 1927

Rev. Richard J. Blocker
1927 - 1929

Historical Notes

Each one of us leaves some fond memory, trait
of character or indelible impression upon certain
lives as we meet, learn to know them and then pass
on to other fields of our life's work. Pastors, more
than most others, leave those impressions by which
we build our lives in later years and upon which
we construet guiding rules for our children. Al
the pastors of our church have left untold treas-
ures of living examples of this type. You and I
have been impressed in different ways; but each
has been led unquestionably nearer to God as these
lives have been lived and words of wisdom and love
been given to us.

To say any material change stands above other
points of service, or that one project outshines
another would be unfair, since many effects have
been wrought by more than one pastor’s efforts.
Here are a few of the events occurring during the
several pastorates of these servants of God.

Our church corner stone dates the year Rev.
Van Westenberg joined us. During his third year
statistics show we had the largest annual member-
ship increase in our church's history.

Rev. Betten was first to use the new Winton
Road parsonaze. Electric lights were installed in
the church, and the Classis declared our church
self supporting under his guidance.

Rev. Stegenga served us during World War One
and during that time organized and taught the
largest men's bible class in our history.

Rev. Jacobs guided his flock through the transi-
tion from Dutch to English services. During his
work here the Far and Near group was organized.
Daily Vacation Bible School and Week-day Classes
in Religious Education were also undertaken,
marking the transition toward the community
wide service our congregation supports today.

Rev. Blocker will be remembered for developing
that social Christian friendship expressed by the
enjoyable suppers, parties and mixed group gath-
erings now characterizing our church as the
“Friendly Church.”

Following Rev. Blocker's services with us the
elders cared for both the pastoral and lay work
in a most masterful demonstration of what lay-
men can do. The new parsonage on Arbordale
Avenue stands out as their offering during this
period ending in 1930.

The worth of these efforts and the great fore-
sight of all these men is daily being proven by our
present pastor as he continues to find more and
more opportunities to serve his congregation and
the community at large.

PAGE 2

image 16 of 235

© Brighton Reformed Church

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

Rev. Anthony Luidens,
D.D.

Mrs, Mae Luidens

Our ‘Gribute

“His not to fown or seek for power

By fashions suited to the varying hour.

True to his vows and prompt to every call,
He watched and wept, he prayed and felt for all.”

Samuel Johnson, the English author of Litch-
field, writes of Omar son of Hassan, that at the
age of seventy-five he began to seek the converse
of the wise and the gratitude of the good. This
will never be said of our pastor and his wife who,
for these many years, have served with such zeal
and selflessness that no seeking will be necessary
on their part. Without waiting for them to attain
that age, many endeavor now to repay in some
small way the numerous occasions when invalu-
able services have been performed.

Dr. and Mrs. Luidens have lived among us these
more than twenty years, sharing with all, the joys
that came their way and bearing, wherever found,

—Qliver Goldsmith

some burdens from the hearts of others. They
have never refused the task of the hour, desiring
a more ambitious one to appear.

Their plans have not always succeeded, though
endless hours of labor were spent. Their hopes
have never faded that some blessing on others
might be sent. Cares have never left them free
for many hours. Health and strength have been
granted them to work today and to pray that an-
other day be given in which some greater task
might be begun. In turn, such constant attention
has been given to God's work among us, that
many, seeing their labor, desire with the poet
Hutton, to ask . . .

"Oh, show me where is He,

The high ond holy One,

To whom thou bend’st the knee,
And proyest, “Thy will be done!”
| hear thy song of praise,

And lo! no form is neor:

Thine eyes | see thee raise,

But where doth God appear?

Oh! teach me who is God, and where his glories shine,
That | may kneel and pray, and call thy Father mine.”

PAGE 3
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Brighton Reformed

“The Friendly Church”

REV. ANTHONY LUIDENS, D.D., Pastor

Brighton Reformed Church

1951
Consistory

President and Pastor : A bk

Vice President and Pulpit Supply o

Ushering and Sacraments ... -
Treasurer ot

Youth Work ...

Fellowship Lodge

Evangelism and Benevolence Treasurer
Publicity and Radio ...

Men's Work and Delegate to Classis ..o

Property and Improvement ..

Financial Secretary and Finance Chairman .
Music and Clerk of Consistory ...
Boy's Work

Sexton

PAGE 4
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Rev. Anthony Luidens, D.D.
Maylon Howell

’ oo Mervin Baker
vveioon.Edward De Brine
-.......George Field
...Leroy Hand

Isaac Hubregsen

..John Olyslager
~..Samuel Rounds
Harold Smalley

Gordon Tait

Clarence Talsma
Ro'and Woodhams
Joseph Steehler
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Our Church

Many common church problems would
be eliminated if all church members would
realize that the church is theirs. Each
member has equal privileges with every
other member, and eoch has his own re-
sponsibilities. Some people act like visit-
ors when they go to their own church, and
sometimes get their feelings hurt because
they are not shown all the courtesies due
visitors. This only indicates their attitude
toward their church and its work. To have
any members of this kind, and we find
some in every church, handicaps the work
and growth of the church.

A member who has the right conception
of his church and its work loves it and is
loyal tc it in every way. He realizes that
if his church is to increase in number and
in spirit as it should, he must do his full
port. If he has really arrived at the right
attitude toword Christ and His church, he
will be as slow to criticize the members of

his church as he is the members of his
family. He will ever be looking after the
church’s best interest. His example will
be one of the church’s assets. He will help
by attending the services and inviting
others to attend, and will do his part in
making his church a friendly church with
a warm welcome for all.

The loyal member will support his
church, not according to what he has given,
nor according to what he believes will
appear respectable. He will give all that
he is able in the light of God's word and
his own conscience. This question is often
asked and it is a good one: “What would
my church be like if every member was
just like me?” A church is always like its
members. God always blesses the indi-
vidual who is loyal to Him and the church.
Let us resolve to make our church better
and o greater power for good in the
community by being better members.
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Ghis Book is Dedicated

In grateful tribute to our spiritual forefathers --- founders, pastors and
loyal members - whose faith in God, loyalty to Christ and devotion to

His church left us a glorious heritage.

CHARTER MEMBERS

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Albright Mr. and Mrs. John Faas

Mr. and Mrs. Marinus Asbroeck, Sr. Mr. Rokus Hallings

Mr. and Mrs. Abram Baart Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Johnson

Mr. Peter Beune Mrs. James LeRoy

Mr. Abram Cambier, Sr. Mr. and Mrs. Peter LeRoy

Miss Elizabeth DeBack Mr. and Mrs. William H. Rowerdink
Mr. Josios DeBack Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Van Bortel

Mr. Paoul DeBack Mr. and Mrs. Adrian VeandenBroecke
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob DeCook Mr. and Mrs, Jacob VandenBroecke
Mrs. John DeCook, Sr. Mr. and Mrs. John Vanderlinde

Mr. and Mrs. Peter DeCook Mr. and Mrs. John VandeWalle
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob De Hollander Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Van Eeden
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac De Mallie Mr. Peter VerMeulen

Mr. and Mrs. Adrian De Mey Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Versluis

Mr. and Mrs. Abram De Potter Mr. and Mrs. John Willink, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. lsaac De Roo Mr. and Mrs. lsaac Zonneville, Sr.
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From"the middle of the:19% Century a steady sbream
of immigrants from Europe came into Rochester.‘ 3
1890 it was reported that there were 5000 ‘pecple’ from
the Netherlands. The Reverend Peter DeBruyn, for l?
years a minister of-the First Reformed Church, Baw -
very clearly that a new Reformed Church was necessary
in the eastern part of the city. As one of the fipal
acts of his ministry, Dominie DeBruyn organized people,
first in homes, later in store buildings and finally
in a new Chapel built at a cost of $3,100. The funds.
weré contributed by the First Reformed Church and
people living in Brighton. By 1892 the Chapel was .
complete. :

Convening in Palmyra on May 3, 1892 the Classis of -
Rochester heard the petition of 70 people desiring to
establish a new Reformed Church in Brighton. Formal
organization of the First Reformed Dutch Church of
Brighton, New York was setfor June 9, 1892 at which
time 55 men and women became charter members. Their
children and children's children are still with us.

A few of the family names that appear are: Baart,
Cambier, DeRoo, DeHollander, DeCook, DeMey, DeMallie,
Hallings, VandenBroecke, VandeWall, VanBortel, Vander-
linde, Asbrook, Zonneville -- and many, many :others.

The Reverend John VanWestenburg, who was president
of Classis when our church was organized and who was
minister at Pultneyville, became the first pastor.

He served: from 1891 to 1895. The Reverend D. Lawrence
Betten, who served from 1897 to 1910 was the pastor
wherr most- of our "Fifty Year Members'" were received -
into the church. The Reverend Andrew Stegenga served
from 1911- to 1918 during the difficult World War I-
years.

While the '"mew" church building was completed by
October 1826, there was still reconstruction work to
be done on the old Chapel for school and social pur-
poses. A parsonage at 246 Winton Road was purchased .
for $2,500. The church, originally financed by a
loan from the Board of Domestic Mission (now Board of
North American Missions), was declared fully self-
supporting in 1907.
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Anna Anderson Baart
Mamie Zonneville Smith
Libbie Jones Zonnevylle
Mary;B&dine.DeWitt
Cornéiiué J. Baart
Nettie Boéine Brandt
Isaﬁc VanMeenan

Isaac VaﬁBortelA

Jennie Tierson Minck

Jennie VanderBrocke DeHollander

Elizabeth Herman Buckley
Cora DeCook Vanderlinde
Elizabeth Boding Lash
Jennie Cambier Scheerens

Carrie Johnville_Blaakman
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Marie DeCook Adams
Sarah’ Cambier

Maria Heyboer VanMeenen
Mary Merson DeKoker
Peter DeBrine

Beatrice Brunson Baart
Alice Dibble .Zonnevylle

Nellie Tierson Menne

Marie Van de Putte Blakley

Helen DeHollander
Lena Tierson DeWolfe
Peter Woittiez
Helen Hartsen Trost

Jacoba VanRiezen Keymel
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February 1h4,
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CoanlIrivalon UF CHANGE UF Nauk
=-0f-

Tde IalSisos UF lde FInST DULCH HEFORWED CHURGH
¥ uﬂ“ﬂ‘:uﬂ' Na x.,

-t0=-
Tok BruGHIUN AofUneiy Colald, PURSUANT 10 SECIIUN
40 UF Lok GENBRAL CURPURATLON LAW

Wb, aNloUNY LUIVENDS and CHARLES A. PHILLIPS J4H., being
respectively the President and Secretary of THi TRUSTEES UF 1HE
FlnoT plicd mebunuil UdUnCdH OF BRIGHIUN, N.Y., certify:

1. The name of this corpamtion is THs TROSTEES UF ITHE
FIasl LUTCH HelUnmoy CdURUE OF Bnledron, N.Y.

Z. The certiiicate of incorporation was filed in the
office of the Clerk of the County of monroe on tne 12th day of
September, 1895.

$. Tne new name to be assumed by this corporation is
The Bnlodlun HEFJnwe) CHUoCh,

IN WILNESS WHenelr, we have made and subseribed this

certificate in triplicate this 7=4 day of April, 1941.

(hsrop

President

It LE
Secretary

Siale UF Nen Yuan)
UuUnlY uF munove 85
CIiY ur nucdedloun

— Unh this 7=£ day of april, 1941, before me personally
came anthony bLuidens andCharles 4. Phillips, Jr., to me known and
Anovn to we to ve tne persons described in and who executed the

foregoinz certiricate of cnange of name, and they tnereupon

severally duly acknowled:ed to me that they executed the same;

image 24 of 235

© Brighton Reformed Church

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Brighton Reformed Church

,

® o | (] e 5 *

Church History

o
-

and each, ana both, being duly sworn, say that TH& THUSTEws OF
THe Flosl LUTCH ncobUnwey LdUnCd Uk Brlud1On, N.Y¥., a religious

corporation, has no corporate seal.

7. éq1n7157_=

Notary Public

Oinall Ur whw Yunk)
CUUNLY ur musnue )oo
CIlY ur avlnoolan)

4ntnony Luicens and Charles 4. Phillips, Jr., being
duly sworn, depose ana say, and each for himself deposes and
says that ne, sntnony Luidens is the President of THE THRUSIEES
OUr lde FIabl LULCH hefunsoy CHURCH OF BRIGHIUN, d.Y., and he,
Charles 4. Pnillips, Jr., is the Secretary thereof; that they
were duly authorized to execute and file the foregoing certifi-
cate of change of name of said corporation by the votes of a
majority of the members of saia corporation present in person
and cast at tne annuual meeting thereof, held upon due notice
pursuant to the Lonstitution of the Reformed Church in America,
the by-laws auly adopted by the members of Tht THUSTEES OF LHE
flaod Lbulino aorJneey CHURCH UF BrIGHLION, N. Y., and as pre-

scribed in tne neligious Corporation Law of the State of New

lork, at the churcn, coraer of Arbordale Avenue and Blossom
floaa, hocnester, tew L1or&, on the 4th aday of December, 1940, at

6 o'clock F.u.
{7

President

Secretary g 7

bupscrivea ana sworn to
befure we tuis
day of april, iSal

el e
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CERTIFICATE UF¥ CHange OF NAME
-of-

THe LHUBLESS OF LHe FIRSY DUICH
REFDHMKD CHUKCH UF BRIGHION,N.Y

-to-
VHE BRIGHION HEFORMED cxawc.um

PUrsUANL L0 SECLIUN 40 OF LhH
GElSdal CORPURATION LAW

—

Dated April 7=4 , 1941
Original

..1!1#@ 4/ ot
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WEBSTER, LAMB & WEBST
714 Union Trust Building
ROCHESTER, N. Y.
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION OF TF' TRUSTEES OF THE FIRST
DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH OF BRIGHTONy N. Y.:
State of New York )
) ss.
County of Monroe )

Ve, the undersigned, John VanWestenburg, pastor, residing
at Brighton, lonroe County, N.Y.; John B. Pike, elder, residing
at 101 Park Ave., Rochester, N.Y.; Rokus Hallings, elder, resid-
ing at Brighton, Monroe County, N.Y.; Willizm H. Rowerdink, eldey
residing at Brighton, Monroe County, N.Y.; William Willink,
deacon, reciding at 43 Bates St., Rochester, N.Y.; Isaac Degallie,
deacon, residing at 39 Bates St., Rochester, N.Y.; and WiZtfieem
Bush, deacon, residinc at Brighton, Monroe County, N.Y.; having
been heretofore elected as such pastor, elders and deacons of the
Pirst Dutch Reformed Church of Brighton, N.Y., according to the
rules and usages of the Dutch Reformed Church within the State of
New York, sald Pirst Dutch Reformed Church of Brighton, N.Y.,
having been formed and organized prior to March 8th, 1833, for
the purposc of divinev;orship according to the rites of the
Dutch ®%xxxk Reformed Church, and having since that time been in
existence and using their real estate in the Town of Brighton,
N.Y. for church purposes, according to the rules and usages-of
said church; but not having been heretofore incorporated as a
corporation, and we, the aforesald trustees, having assembled to-
gether for the purpose of incorporating themselves , and having
deterniined that the name of such corporation shzll be "The Trus-
tees of the Pirct Reformed Church of Brighton, N.Y.",

Now, therefore, we, the said Trustees do hereﬁ: certify
that the name by which we, and ezﬂ'successors, chall be forever
known and distincuished as a body corporate shall be, 'Thé Trus-
tees of the First Dutch Reformed Church of Brighion, N.Y.".

Witness our hands and seals, this 5th day of September,

1895. s
%.
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State of New York )

County of lonroe LRSS
City of Rochester )

On this @:_ﬁd% of September, 1895, before me,
the subscriber, personally appeared John VanWestenburg, John B.
Pike, Rokus Hallings, William H. Rowerdink, William Willink,
Isaac DeMallie and*‘fﬂﬂ.—i—an Bush, to me personally known to be the
same persons mentioned in and who executed the foregoing instru-

ment, and they seve.rally acknowledged to me that they executed

the same.
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BRIGHTON REFORIIED CHURCH

Rochester, lNew York

ATTEMPT BIG THINGS FOR GOD....EXPECT GREAT THINGS FRONM GOD
October 30, 1956

Dear Friends:

In a matter of two weeks and a few days we shall have a congrega-
tional meeting for which the years have waited. After much thought
and prayer and work we are ready to ask ourselves what steps we ought
to take next to realize the new and bigger and better Brighton Reformed
Church building.

This letter is sent to you in the hope that it will do two things.
First, it is meant to call attention to the enclosed mimeographed copy of
a sermon preached in our church some time ago. I hope you will read it
and that it will helvp stimulate some constructive thinking on the matters
touched upon. I do not ask that you agree with everything it says. This
would be asking too much. The hope of those who suggested that it be pre-
pared for mailing is that it will serve as the background of our discussion
on the night of November 16.

And the second reason for this letter is to remind you again of the
date referred to above. We are asking all our members to reserve Friday
night, November 16, for this most important meeting. The reports of the
Study Groups to be presented that evening contain some rather interesting
material. It may be that they will not meet with immediate and unanimous
approval. It may be that they will. What we expect from you is a gracious
acceptance of them and a fair, honest apnraisal of the findings not easily
or quickly arrived at. If this is done and our spirit remains Christian
we shall have an experience before us that will make us more dedicated,
trusting people.

Cordially,

William C. Hillegonds
Minister

ATTEMPT BIG THINGS FOR GOD....EXPECT GREAT THINGS FROM GOD
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LET US RISE UP AND BUILD (Nehemiah 2:18) Psalm 84

?omeone once said in my hearing that one of the biggest mistakes a minister can make
is to apologize publicly for a sermon. To do so is to admit that there are some
sermons which need no apology and this is to make a claim for preaching that cannot
be honestly made. The one thing that makes a sermon good or bad is not the artistry
of the one who preaches. The thing that makes a semmon good or bad is what the peo-
ple who hear it and the God in whose name it is given do with it.

But having said this I want to apologize for the sermon of the mormming. First,
because it is quite possible that there are visitors in our midst who would
rather hear more than what is a domestic need of our church. To you I say
that if you will return next Sunday you will hear something that is meant to
be more inspiring and more objective than what you will hear today.

And then I want to apologize to any of you who came to this place this morning
looking for the light of God upon a problem or the strength of God for a weak-
ness or the guidance of God because some far reaching decision must be made
and soon. The sermon this morning is not one that will speak to you I am sure.
Perhaps the responsive reading or the solo or the anthem of the morning or the
prayer or one of the hymns has already addressed itself to your need. At least
we can hope that this is the case.

And finally, I-should like to apologize to those of you who are fixtures in
the parish for using this 20 or 25 minute period to discuss something that
you would prefer hearing at one of our rather poorly attended meetings of the
congregation or you would rather read upon the pages of one of the issues of
The Brighton-er.

By now you probably have rightly concluded that the concern of the sermon is this
project of the parish that some of you look upon as being the dream of one guarter
of & century. This sermon will have to do with a building that we hope will one day
house the program of the Brighton Reformed Church.

Fortunately I am not the first person to urge the beginning or in our case
the completion of such an undertaking. Beyond our time and the generations
of yesterday and the builders of the cathedrals of the middle-ages and the
church buildings of the fourth century....before the time of our Lerd him-
self in whose name and for whose glory every church building is erected
there stands the heroic figure of one lNehemiah of Israel.

Nehemiah was a Jew of the great exile who like Joseph of Egypt before him
hed risen to heights of prominence in the court of the land of the exile.
Nehemiah had become the cup bearer of the King of Persia. But like every
loyal, devoted Jew his heart lay among the rubble of the once proud city
of Jerusalem. He served his master faithfully and well, but all the while
he was dreaming of that day when his steps would begin to lead home.

At last the opportunity came. Because of the wise, benevolent policy of the
Persian rulers some of the children of Israel were allowed to return to
Palestine, and in one of the groups of happy pilgrims was Nehemiah.

I can imagine how he felt as he approached the city of which he had heard so
much and which in his mind always spoke of a greater day. Jerusalem the
mighty was nothing but a city of past glory and present chaocs. It was a -
staggering reminder that men and nations in this life are often confronted

by the judgment of God. Jerusalem had grown haughty and evil and Jerusalem

had paid with its life. One of less vision and courage and faith would have
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sadly but guickly made his way back to the comfortable, plush halls of the
Persian king., PFut not Nehemiah. In him were the qualities that make for
greatness. After receiving the permission of' Ezra he stood among the people
of the struggling colony of Jerusalem and uttered words that bring cheer to
enyone of an adventuresome spirit: LET US RISE UP AND BUILD.

And build they did. In spite of ridicule and intrigue and threats the almost
impossible task of restoring the very necessary walls of Jerusalem was com-
pleted in 52 days. F

It would take more of an imaginative mind than I possess to draw clearly and cleverly
a precise analogy between what took place in 445 BC in Jerusalem and what should take
place here. The ruins of Jerusalem find no real counterpart here. There is no feel-
ing of hopelessness and despair here either. What we do detect is a general feeling
that we should begin implementing the dreams and the plans and the work of the years
with something more concrete. And so speaking for the cors of this church which is
completely committed to this vision of the years this sermon echoes Nehemiah's declar-
ation of faith and courage and resclution: IET US RISE UF AND BUILD.

But there is more to it than just repeating another's courageous words. We
are a conservative people both in theology and in practice and therefore more
than a few of us went %o be shown.

I shall not talk at length about dollars and cents, even though a church
building like the fast disappearing 10¢ store or neighborhood tavern costs
money to erect. And we have it. This church is not a poor church. It is
not a rich church either. I suppose that if all of the facts and figures
were known this congregation would be judged average in almost every respect.
If it were a matter of getting pledges for the next three to five year per-
iod and the getting of these pledges were based solely on our ability to
pledge there is no apparent reason why 150 of our listed 375 families could
not pledge $500.00, which over a five year period would emount to slightly
less than $2.00 a week. If figures in my possession are correct there are
some 33 families in the parish who are now contributing this amount.

There isn't anyone in this parish who can say with any justification that
the membership of this church cannot afford to maintain its present general
and benevolent budget and in addition subscribe to a building program that
has as its objective the erection of a $175,000 to 200,000 building. This
appears to be easily in reach when one considers that there is already on
hand almost #60,000.00.

Money isn't the real reason we have not done what so many other congregations
our size and smaller have chosen to do recently....that being to build a
church building that more majestically expresses their faith in God and more
efficiently serves the purposes of a parish intent on doing his will., We
aren't wealthy enough is an excuse not worih weighing.

How then can we best convince ourselves fthat we ought to listen to the inspired com-
mission of Nehemiah.

First, we ought to become convinced of our need. The guestion that must be
fisked and answered by all of us is, "Do we need this new building?"

Sinee our arrival in Rochester in late February of last year we have heard

three sincers, eloquent appeals for support of the present Hew Sanctuary
Furd. Tn each of these appeals the need for increased space in our Church
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School was stressed. These appeals were more than well worded paragraphs of
nonsense. e have in our church school a group of officers and teachers who
are as devoted to the task of Christian education as you will find in any 4
church in Rochester. Ten and eleven o'elock eacl Sunday morning are greeted
with prayer and enthusiasm by these persons. 3o far as devotion and loyalty
are concerned we have a staff that is second teo none. But we do not have the
plant in which to do the job that other churches are doing. In a day when all
around us churches are providing the very latest and very best for this in-
vestment in tomorrow, which the Church School is in part, we are attempting to
carry on a 20th century school in a 19th century building. This isn't fair to
our staff and to our children and I shall be so bold as to say to God.

What we need in our Church School ‘are simple but highly suggestive worship
centers. 1le need individual classrooms with maps and wall boards and desks.
We need what the public school thinks it needs to CArry on an effec.trve pro=
gram of education.

And then I believe we need a larger, more worshipful auditorium or sanctuary. And I
say this not because we want something that is all lace and no body. We shall not
get this for $175,000 to $200,000. TWhat we went is a church auditorium that is so
quiet and so worshipful that to enter it is to becoms convinced of the living pre-
sence of God,

This is not to say that God is not here in this moment. If he weren't nothing

that we do now or in any moment will prove effective, for we are Biblical enough

to believe that it is the Holy Spirit of God which makes dynamic and lasting

what is here attempted in the name of God. But as the writer needs words to

convey the thoughts of his mind and the artist paint to capture the summer's k‘_.'
sunset on canvas and as God needed the flesh and bone Jesus of Nazareth to re- 4
veal his nature and will so most congregations need atmosphere to worship ev-
fectively.

You and I can worship in a department store or on a park bench or in the not so quiet
solemnity of a church building. We can worship anywhere. But most of us need the at
mosphere of a worshipful church building to be at our worshipping best.

But there is one reason for a new building that many of us overlook. I don't know
how you choose restaurants when you travel but when nothing is known about the
quality of food served our family chooses highway restaurants on the basis of
appearance., If the restaurant aprears to be adeguate and reasonably modern

and neat we stop. If not we go on.

I am told that many people choose churches in this same way. Knowing nothing
about the program offered on the inside, people with no rigid denominational
background choose the church that appears to have the best facilities.

Now I am not interested in getting pecple inio the pews of this auditorium and
into the program of this church to swell *he membership and attendance figures
of the church. I am interested in getting this displaced person so far as home
address and church affiliation are concerned into this church because I believe
the Reformed Church's interpretation of the Christian faith and life is as good
as or better than that of any other church in our comnunity.

The time has come for us to shed what we can call our inferiority complex brought 7

about by the past failures of cur denomination. We have a good, 'sound approach
to Christianity, or so it seems to me. We aren't so wide or libkeral in our

image 33 of 235

© Brighton Reformed Church

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc. Church History © Brighton Reformed Church

-4 - ﬁi
theology that we have no depth. And we aren't so narrow and legalistie in our
theology ani life to be dogmatic or pharisaic. Neo church ever has a menopoly

! on truth, but the hour has come when the churches of the Reformed versuasion

' should humbly and gratefully conclude that they fdo have something worthwhile to
offer the searching and bewildered and sick and lost mind of our time. And if
we need = better package in which to wrap this sound iiterpretation of the gos-
pel, then let's get it.

If we are to make real this dream of the years we must assure ourselves that it is
not impossible financially. There aren't many mombers and friends of this church who
can't afford to give at least 5% of their total income to the work of God carried on
here....this 5% to be divided egually between the present general and benevolent
needs of the church und the building program. Some of the happiest people in this
parish, and it doesn't follow that they are the most prosverous, give 10% of their
total income to the work of God carried out in his name and in his strength here. e
must assure ourselves that the new building is not a financial impossibility if our
people are willing to give sacrifieizlly....which means to give up a new dress or a
night out occasionally. And then we must convince ourselves of the need there is for
a new building. If we can't convince ourselves that we will be able to do God's work
better in a more efficient building let's stop talking sbout a new building.

And then we must have a little more faith or to use a more common word, we must
be a bit bolder. We love to be reminded of the great faith of Abraham who having
been separated by God for one of the great assignments of the ages went out not
knowing where his journey would take him. PFor this he is called the father of
the faithful.

A That story has its sequel in the recent history of this church. Four years ago,

f two men, Mr., Henry DeRoo and lr. Isaac Hubregsen, went to one of the banks of
the city and deposited $50.00 in what they chose to ¢all the llew Sanctuary Fund
of the Brighton Reformed Church. I am told that the teller who received this
money smiled at the amount, for $50.00 doesn't buy the hardware found on the
front door of a church let alone the door and the rest of the building. The
teller smiled at what he may have considered their foolish gesture and God
smiled because of their faith.
Because of the efforts and unflagging faith of these two men and a few others
the New Sanctuary Fund is as large and promising as it is.

The time has now come for the rest of us to catch their vision and capture their
faith. low is the hour for the rest of us to think- through the questions I have
suggested should be answered by us and then take God at his word., If we feel
that the will of God for this day of this church's life is to build then our
Christian faith should tell us to begin thinking in terms of launching out in a
real way, all of us. And best of all God doesn't send us into any avenue of
service without making us aware of his sympathy and help., IHe says to men bent
upon erecting a building to his glory as he says to the person bent on regaining
his health: ACCORDING T0 YOUR FAI T4 EZ IT TNTO YOU,

1 think this truth is seen so clearly in the church's experience of Pentecost. When
the Master's visible presence departed from among the disciples he said: YOU SHALL
RECEIVE PONER.

This was his promise. He assured the disciples that one day soon the might of
heaven would be placed at their disposal in order that his mandate to man might
be accomplished.,
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Now the thing we so often miss in this story is the attitude of the disciples.
We don't read that they ran here and there loocking and praying for this power.
What they did was to meet in an upper rcom to asl the question: "lMen and
brethren, what shall we do?" The thing the disciples did was to wrestle with
the commission of the Master. How are we going to do this. And as soon as
they took this positive view....as soon as they put their hands to the task in
a real way the power came.

Which leads Dr. Luccock to write in one of his books: "Power is never achieved
when pursued for itself. In the divine economy, as we have glimpses of it in
Holy Seripture power always goes with a commission. It came to the disciples
at Pentecost: it comes to anyone whenever he squarely faces an undertaking.
Churches pray, 'Give us power, and forget that an essential part of the answer
is in their own hands.'"

Or hear these words from an article entitled BE BOLD in the May issue of Guide=-
posts written by Arthur Gordon: "Once when I was facing a decision that involved
(I thought) considerable risk, I took the problem to a friend much older and
wiser than myself. 'I'd go ahead,' I said unhappily, 'if I were sure I could
swing it. But....' He looked at me for a moment and then scribbled ten words

on a piece of paper and pushed it across the desk. I picked it up and read, in
a single sentence, the best advice I ever had: BE BOLD....AND MIGHTY FORCES
WILL COME TO YOUR AID.

I don't know how many of you are familiar with the name William Carey. He was an
English cobbler who had a vision of winring the world for Christ in his time. After
years of study and prayer he felt the summons of God to leave the cobbler's bench

and go to India where he became one ol the pioneer missionaries of our era. In a '
sermon preached to a Baptist Society in England from which he was attempting to elic-">
it support he said these words which express my sentiments completely when it comes

to the total program of this church. ATTEMPT BIG THINGS FOR GOD. EXPECT BIG THINGS
FROM GOD. AMEN
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WELLS ORGANIZATIONS' DIRECTOR'S REPORT

TO THE

BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NZW YCRK

BUILDING FUND AND BUDGET CANVASS

LENT 1957
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I. Introduction

A. The Canvass Plan set the goal not in dollars and cents
but in "now much our God and our 3Spiritual lives mean to
us" - now "how much our Church needs" - but rather '"how
much we need to give." Those friends and families ol the
Church vho pledsed $131,420.50 to the Puilding Fund ana
$21.847 30 a year to the Budget have expressed how moch
"our God, our Clurch, and our 3piritual Lives'" mean to them.

B. Wells Organizaticns and Brighton Reformed Church entered
into a contract with a three-year goal of $100,000.00.
During the next two months there shculd be an additional
$3,000.000, and duringz the nex: three years the total
amount raised again should be increzced b 20%. The ad-
ditional pl=adg=s zoming Ifrom new members, those who said
they would pledge later, from those who have refused to
pledge during the Canvass Perioc, and from increases from
those who have already pledged.

Tt is interesting to notice that 41% of the pledges to

the Building Fund are from those ramilies who did not
have a giving record laost year.
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C. Your director is deeply appreciative of the time and effort put forth by

men and women who were responsible for the success of the Canvass. Their personal
sacrifices of time, talents, and resources has been the reason for the excellent
resulis, both spiritual and financicl.

Special words of thanks go to Clarence DelLyser, General Chairman; Jacob
DeVuyst, Canvass Committee Chairman; Chester Engler, Initial Gifts Chairman; Jacob |
Scheerens, Special Gifts Chairman; Roy Hand, Teams Chairman; Robert Ayette, |
Division Leader; Ray Tell, Division Leader; Robert Porteous, Publications Chairman;
Alexander Anderson, Marene Asbrook, John Dixon, Fred Howlett, Isaac Hubregsen,

Paul Nelson, Carl Pearson, William Pearson, Canvass Committee Team Captains;

Sdward Anderson, Ludger Beauchesne, Walter Blakley, Arthur Brouwer, Edward DeBrine,
Laverne DeBruyne, Herbert DeGraff, Henry DeRoo, Theodore De3oto, Donald DeVries,
William DeWitte, Carl Dreier, Frank Elliott, George Field, Jacob Fisher, Wilbert
debing, Maylon Howell, John Johnville, Clyde Jund, George Logothetis, Marvin Lown,
Jehn Miller, John Olyslagser, Robert Porteous, William Rood, William Ross, Arthur
Stickney, Clarence Talsma, Isaac VanBortel, Robert VanBortel, Roland Woodhams, \
Canvassers.

To Mrs. Clarence Delyser, Hostess Chairman; Mrs. Maylon Howell, Mrs. Isaac
Hubregsen, Mrs. William Wahl, Hostess vice Chairmen.

To the Mesdames Alexander Anderson, Edward Anderscn, Marene Asbrook, Jr.,
Robert Ayette, Guy Bardwell, Arthur Brouwer, BEdward DzLrine, Donald DeVries,
William DeWitte, George Field, Jacob Fisher, Wilbert Ilebing, Chsarles Howell, Fred
Howlett, John Johnville, Clyde Jund, Raymond Menne, James Mitchell Sr., John
Qlyslager, Carl Pearson, William Ross, J. G. 5ayles, iarvin Scheerens, Carl Trost,
Robert VanBortel, John Zonnevylle, and the Misses 3zrah Cambier, Janna DeGraff,
Shirley Jean Hand, Nancy Neff as Hostesses.

To Mrs. Chester G. Engler, Arrangements Committee Chairman; and to Mrs. George
Bosse, Mrs. Wallace Court, Mrs. John Lauweret, iirs. Charles Moore, Mrs. Isaac
VanBortel and Mrs. Roland Woodhams as Vice Chairmen. Also to all the ladies who
helped prepare and serve the Canvassers Cpening Dinner, the Report Snacks, and the
Victory Celebration Dinner.

To Rev. Hillegonds for his great enthusiasm and faith that the Canvass would
be successful. And for the many little things he and Mrs. Hillegonds and their
family have done to make your Director feel that he was welcome and a "fellow
member . "
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D. Thg following facts and figures will show what you have accomplished
and what you may expect in the future from the Canvass.

II. The Fzects of the Canvass
L. Card eounts and listings
1. Total listed at beginning of Canvass 363
2. Additions 21

3. Total actually listed in Canvass as Prospects
Frevious Givers (with previous identifiahle

giving record) 243

FPrevious Non-Givers (with no previous
identifiable giving record) 14
Total 384

4. Total number pledged (3uilding Fund)

Previous Givers 198
Previous Non-Givers 93
Total 231
Total number pledged (Budget) 228

B. Analysis and breakdowm of Returns (hzve been
seen and reported no pledge)

1. Refusals (to Building Fund and Budest)

Frevious Givers 21
Previous lion-Givers 30
Refusals (to Building Fund only)

Previous Givers 14
Frevious lon-Givers 2

2. Moved or transferred to another church 8
3. "See Later" _18
Total 3

C. 1. There are 291 pledges to Building Fund for a total of $131,420.50.
2. There are 220 pledges to the Budget for a total of $21,847.30.

D. Explanation and Analysis Z Report (Filed with Church Office)

At the beginning of the Canvass there were 228 pledging families
in the Congregation. There arz now 307.

The Canvass organization pledged $50,300.00 which was 57% of the
suggested giving on 47 pledges. This was also 38% of the total pledged.
The balance produced by teams organization was $81,120.50 which was
30% of the suggested giving and 627 of the total raised. This came
from 244 pledges. The total raised was 36% of suggested giving. The
families attending the Loyalty Dinner pledged $100,336.50 which was 76%
of the total amount raised. 50% of the families were represented at
this dinner.
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The average weekly pledge to the Building Fund and Budget
is now 51,274.50. At the beginning of the Canvass your Director
stated that budget pledging would remain stable even though we
would not ask for an increase or decrease. Your director is
harpy to announce the pledges ta the Budget are within $¢5.00
weekly of the previous amount pledged with tne same number of
pledges, and there are still 18 more families to be visited.

E. Cost of Canvass (see Z-2 Report for Breakdowm)

The Wells fee for your Canvass.was $4,500.00 The total
cost for local expenses was $1,956.51. The combined total (Wells
Fze and local expenses) was $6,456.51. A voucher system was used
with the Treasurer issuing all checks.

TIT. Material to be left at Church
A. Master transmittal list (confidential for Church)
B. Miscellaneous Canvass meterials
1. Pledge Cards
2. Card Racks

3. Mimeographing paper, etc.

C. Follow-up assignment list (for© Follow-up Committee)

D. Supplies for Continuation Frogram
RB. Various Offioe Supplies and Fnuipment
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IV. Canvass Follow-Up Personnel

Church History

A Development Committee known as The Brighton Reformed
Development Committee has been formed. DMembers of this

Committee are:

Mexander Anderson
Idirard Anderson
Marene Asbrook
Robert Ayette
Iudger Beauchesne
Walter Blakley
Arthur Brouwer
Bdward DeBrine
Laverne DeBruyne
Herbert DeGraff
Clarence DeLyser
Henry DeRoo
Theodore DeSoto
Donald DeVries
Jacob DeVuyst
William DeWitte
John Dixon

Carl Dreier
Frank Elliott
Chester Engler
George Field
Jacob Fisher
Wilbert Hebing

Roy Hand

Maylon Howell
Fred Howlett
Isaac Hubregsen
John Johnville
Clyde Jund
George Logothetis
Marvin Lown
John Miller
Paul Nelson
John Olyslager
Carl Pearson
William Pearson
Robert Forteous
William Rood
Yilliam Ross
Jacob 3cheerens
Arthur Stickney
Clarence Talsma
Ray Tell

Isaac VanBortel
Robert Vanbortel
Roland Woodhams

The first committees to emerge from the Development Committee
will be the Canvass Continuation Committse and is set up as

follows:

A, Monitoring Committee
Roy Hand, Chairman

B. Collection Committee
Jacob DeVuyst, Chairman

C. Follow-Up Committee
Zdward Anderson, Chairman
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V. The liext Jhree Years .

A. Qithin the next two months you should receive additional pledges
in excess of $3,000. Over the next 3 years the total amount pledged
should be inereased by 207 from new members, persons who will pledge
later, and those who have already pledged.

B. If necessary you could borrow a sum equal to the amount of your
pledges payable over a 10 year period.

C. Follow-up

1. Instructions for follow-up are in the Follow-up booklet and
should be completed within the next 60 days.

2. Al cards should be called in =nd reassigned.

3. Report to the Wells Organization Clients Department at the
end of 30 and 60 days.

D. Collections

Records - which you already have.

Envelopes to everyone.

Confirmation letters to all pledges and givers will be sent out.
The Collections Committee should meet a3t least twice a month.
Instructions are all in the booklet.

H

n o o

L

Moritoring - the long haul

1. Instructions are in the booklet (whi.h is 2 summary of instructions
in the Follow-up and Collections folder.)

2. There should be an annual and semi-anmal follow-up of 211 new
members and users. Also those who may hzve pledged tokenly or
refused can be resolicited.

3. (uarterly statements on your progress to Wells Organizations and
to the dfiecal beoard of your church.

v, Publicity in the Church Bulletin on the progress of the Building
Plans.

5. Continuing and integrating the spiritual impact of the Canvass and
2 continued use of the Wells Way in 2ll future Church fund-raising.

6. You may send a representative of the Church to lzlls School of
Pudget Mund Raising - exclusively for Clients. It is important
that you have somebody attend, to keep abreast of new developments
and learn our methods and techniques.

F. Wells Organizations Clients Services

1. The Clients Services will =nalyze your 30 and 60 day reports.

2. They are at your service for Counsel and guidance on all aspects of
your program. The Clients Department is your long-term Vells
Director. You may write or telephone Oxford 5-1878, Room 8020,
Empire State Building, New York 1, MNew York.

3. You will receive Wells Ways magazine and periodic reports on other
Client Churches.

VI. Exhibits

A. "Z" Report
B. Master Transmittal List
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REMEMBER

Prayer, hard work, and sacrifice have made your Canvass a success, but

A SUCCESSFUL CANVASS CAN BE LOST BY POOR COLLECTICN METHODS:

Select carefully a dedicated, sympathetic Collections
Committee and insist they use the tested and proved methods in
the folder.

A SUCCESSFUL CANVASS CAN BE LOST BY INACTIVITY:
Your people have pledged money for Building Expansion
and they will expect to see expansion begin. Their paying will
be no more rapid or regular than your expansion.
A SUCCESSFUL CANVASS CAN BE LOST BY LACK OF INFORMATION:
Your people are paying the bill; they have a right to

know what is going on. See that they get - regular news bulletin.
Keep their thinking, and your own, posi®tiit.

A SUCCESSFUL CANVASS CAN BE KEPT SUCCES:%.r BY USING THE PROPER METHODS:

If you ever have a.v doubt what may be the proper method
in any given situation, write or call, Wells Organizations, Inc.,
Client Division, Room 8020, Empire State Building, New York. .1,
New York - Oxford 5-1878.
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Mrs. Clarence Delyser, President, Women's Guild for ‘

Ckristian Service: That a church mey rise here where
children shall learn to love God and %o be held close
to Christ, that they may grow in Christian love and
character. '

Jongregation: WE BREAK THIS GROUND TODAY.

"renk Elliott, President, Men's Brotherhood: That a
church may rise here where many shall be refreshed
in spirit, redeemed from sin, relieved from pain and
made heirs of God.

Ccngregution: WE BREAK THIS GROUND TODAY.

Xcv. Hillegonds: That a church may rise here where the
unsearchable riches of Christ shall bear fruit in mak-
ing our human lives more constant, our homes more
Christlike, and our families creative centers of
Christian influence.

Covregation: WE BREAK THIS GROUND TODAY.

PRETER
BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE
* * *
ARCHI TEC TS
Walzer and Miller

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Cooper & Craib, Inc.

2liabing Contractors Lobene & Hayes, Inc.

Jeating Contractors A. J. Heinzle, Inc.
g2lectrical Contractors Alhart Electrical Company
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GROUND BREAKING

‘CEREMONY

FOR THE NEW

BRIGHTON RFFORMED CHURCH

APRIL 13, 1958

815 Blossom Road
Rochester 10, New York

Rev. William C. Hillegonds
Minister :
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SERVICE O¥ GROUND BREAKING

GRACE BE UNTO YOU, AND PEACE, FROM GOD OUR FATHER, AND
FROM THE LORD JESU"‘ CHRIST. AMEN.

HYMN " "The Church's one Foundatiqn"

The Church's one foundation
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

She is His new creation
By water and the word;

From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride,

With Mis ovn blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.

RESPOI'SIVE READING

Leader: How amiable are thy tabernac¢les, 0 Lord of
hostsl

Congregation: My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for
the wourts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh crieth
out for the living God.

Leader: Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the
swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her
young, even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and
my God.

Congregation: Blessed are they that dwell in thy house;
they will be still praising thee.

Leader: Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee;
in whose heart are the ways of them.

Congregation: Who passing through the Valley of Baca
make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools.

Leader: They go from strength to strength, every one
of them in Zion appeareth before God.

Congregation: O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer:
give ear, 0 God of Jacob.

Leader: Behold 0 God our shield, and look upon the

__face of thine anointed.

gregation: For a day in thy courts is better than a
GEL. 1 hed rather he & doorkeeper in the house:

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History
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of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Leader: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord,all ye lands,
Congregation: Serve the Lord with gladness; come before
His presence with singing.
Leader: Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is He that
hath made us and not we ourselves; we are His people,
and the sheep of His pasture.
Congregation: F®nter into His gates with thanksgiving,
and into His courts with praise: be ye thankful unto
Him and bless His name. -

CEREINMONY OF GROUND BRIAKING

Whereas, by the grace of God, we are permitted this
day to begin the erection of a church at this place,
with this spade the representatives of our congregation
now break this ground in the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost, in order that the building
which shall be constructed here may serve as a place
where our God will record His name, where His honor will
dwell, and where He will come unto His children and
bless them.,

(After each statement, the representative will turn a
spadeful of dirt and the congregation will respond with
"WE BREAK THIS GROUND TO-DAY".)

Chester G. Engler, Chairman of Building Committee: That
a church may rise here in which the precious gospel of
her Lord shall be proclaimed, where the weary and
heavy laden shall find peace which the world can
neither give or take away.

Congregation: WE BREAK THIS GROUND TO-DAY

Mrs. Jacob DeGraff, Charter Member"

Miss Bonnie Revier, Newest llember: .That a church may
rise here where the aged and youth shall come to
worship, pause to pray and rise to serve.

CONGRZGATION: WZ BREAK THIS GROUND TO-DAY.

Rochester, NY
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BRI'GETON REFORMED CHURCH

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP -~ - ~— June 15, 1958
The Organ Prelude  Chorus - "Water Music" Handel
The Call to Worship v

*dymn No. 423 "0 Where are Kings and Empires Now"

*The Lord's Prayer and Salutation

*¥rgan Interlude

The Anthem "Send Forth Thy Spirit" Arr. Howorth
The Morning Prayer and Choral Response . _

*Hymn No. 422 . "I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord"
The Word of God ' ‘ & Psaln 84
The Offertory Sentence . ;

The Offertory Air - "Water Music" Handel

*The Doxology and Offertory Prayer

Organ Interlude |

The Meditation

Silent Prayer and Meditation

sgymn ¥o. 420 °  "Glorious Things of Thee are Spoke:él"

THE LAYING OF THE CORNFRSTONE IN OUR NEW BUILDING

* The Congregation stands.

** Ushers to seat those arriving after Call to Worship

Greeting worshippers at the door today are iir. and Mrs.
Flmer Bodane.

Ushers for today: Earl Hornbergér, Arthur Neff
Lawrence Faba, William Ross
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GOD_BUIIDS NO CHURCHES

God builds no churches, By His plan
That labor has been left to man.

No spires miraculously arise;

No little mission from the skies
Falls on the blezk and barren place
To be a source of strength and grace.
The humblest Church demands its price
In human toil and sacririce.

¥len call the Church the ilouse of God,

* Toward which the toil-stained pilgrims trod
In search of strength and rest and hope,
As blindly tarough life's mists they grope.
ind there God dwells, but it is man
Who builds that house and draws its plan;
Pays for mortar and the stone
That none need seek for God alone.

The humblest spire in mortal ken

Yhere Cod abides was built by men.

And if the churcn is still to grow,

Is still the light of hope to throw

Aeross the valley of despair,

Men still must build God's house of prayer.
God sends no churches from the skies.

Out of our hearts must they arise.

-- Bdgar Guest

T ant e T "

e

. AR " ’

L " 5 T s S

L e iy ™
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SEPTEMBER T WENTIETH,

NINETEEN HUNDRED SIXTY FOTUR
Brighton Reformedé Church

805 Blossom Road
Rochester 10, New York
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LITANY OF DEDICATION

To the glory of God the Father; to the
service of Jesus Christ and His Church;
to the quickening influence of the Holy
Spirit.

Wle dedicate these windows.

To ever remind us of the teachings of the
prophets and psalmists; to keep forever
fresh in our hearts and minds the mighty
acts of a gracious God.

We dedicate these windows.

To ever keep us in the fellowship and
communion of saints, to hold in fond
remembrance the lives of dear ones who
have passed on to faith's reward.

We dedicate these windows.

For the ministry of art to the soul;

for the inspiration of its message to
our minds; and for the direction of the
thoughts of the congregation in channels
of Christian meditation.

We dedicate these windows.

To the faith of Christian martyrs, to
the faith of our fathers, to the faith
of the Church of Jesus Christ down

through the ages and even forevermore.

We consecrate ourselves.

prayer of Dedication
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seven

sy mbols

THE DOVE

Johln 1:3%2

Descent of the Spirit, as a Dove,
in Jesus was a sign of his divin=-
ity. A symbol of the Third Person
of the Trinity.

Brighton Reformed Church

LAV OF GOD

Exodus 20: 1=17

God reveals his requirements:
of his people through moral
law, the commandments.

BURNING BUSH
Exodus 3: 1= 6

God calls Moses and confronts
him as a living God.

SACRIFPFICIAL ALTAR
Leviticus 1: 1 = 9
Sacrifice was a means of access to

God, and anticipates the death of
Christ on Calvary.

|

THE WORD OF GOD
~ John 1: 1-18

God reveals his requirements of
his people through a Life.

THE STAR
Matthew 2: l=l2

God confronts all men in the
incarnate Christ, "born in
Bethlehem of Judea', .

LAMB OF GOD
John 1: 29
Christ, as the Lamb, was the

ransom paid for the sins of
the world.
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CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS

The heritage of the Christian Church is rich in
symbolism. Jesus used symbols again and again. He
referred to himself as the Good Shepherd, the Door,
the Light of the World, the True Vine. The Christian
Church throughout the world remembers the night when
He ate his last earthly meal, when He said "Take eat;
this is my body." And of course the Church's uni-
versal symbol of its faith is the Cross.

Symbols are common in every walk of life. Indeed
without them we could not easily live. A smile signi-
fies something; a handshake says something. Words

are symbols without which we could not communicate.

There are two great values in symbols: devotional
and educational. There is devotional value because
they help to remind us of the Christian faith; they
create atmosphere for worship; they provide something
to think about even before the prelude begins.

The second value is educational. It is easier to
tell a story by a picture. They are a starting point
from which one can launch into greater understanding
of the faith.

Christians, no less than others, need to be remind-
ed as often as they need to be informed. Prophets
and psalmists were unceasing in recalling for the
Israelites the mighty acts of God. Symbols can also
serve silently to remind the worshipper of the herit-
age that is his as a member of the Church of Jesus
Christ, one of God's own chosen people.,

Ye hope that they will serve our people as stones
of remembrance, for there is indeed a rich heritage
to be remembered and for which we must be eternally
grateful.

Church History
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ABOUT THE "IN MEMORIAM FUND'T

The policy which governs how "In Memoriam' funds
are to be used was established by Consistory Novem-
ber 20, 1962.

"All monies received "in lieu of flowers" at the
time of death of any of our friends or members of the
congregation, also all monies received from any source
with the request of the donor that it be used for a
specific purpose in memory of a departed loved one...
shall be placed in a fund to be known as the IN MEM-
ORIAM FUND. This fund shall be in the hands of the
Church Treasurer and all disbursements shall be by
him,

The IN MEMORIAM FUND shall have two separate sub-
divisions.

(a) The Spiritual Growth. From this fund shall
be withdrawn funds to pay for all projects deemed
worthy and acceptable and contributing to the spirit-
ual growth of the church, and approved by the IN
MEMORTAM COMMITTEE and the Consistory.

(b) The New Sanctuary Thrift Fund, Any funds
remaining which are not needed to pay for any speci-
fic. projects of the Spiritual Growth Fund or which
are specifically allocated for this purpose by the
donor shall be used to reduce the debt incurred in
building the new sanctuary,

When funds are offered by a prospective donor for
any purpose not so approved, it shall be first ap~-
proved by the IN MEMORIAM COMMITTEE and then sub-
mitted to the Consistory for its approval.,"

Legacies in which the Church is a beneficiary and
which often designates the use, are not covered by
this policy.

Persons who wish to contribute to the "In Memoriam
Fund" and to designate how their gift is to be used
are referred to the "In Memoriam Committee" or the
Pastor, All gifts are acknowledged.

© Brighton Reformed Church
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LITTLE BITES OF HISTORY

Last September, in a Junicr Sermen,
Paul Janssen defined a symbol as “a
sign of something that means something
else." Mith that in mind, let us
examine the cclorful stained glass
windows which, in September 1964, re-
placed the plain, original windows.
Great care was taken selecting the
seven Christian symbols that grace

and beautify our sanctuary.

The three on the cast side of the
building depict areas from the 01d
Testament whereas the four on the
west side are from the dew Testament.

One of those from the 01d Testament

is the altar of sacrifice, showing red
flames and referring to the highly
Jeveloped ritual among the Israelites
of the sacrifice of clean animals
without blemish as burnt offerings.
The altar of sacrifice puints to the
great sacrifice made by Jesus Christ
in shedding his blood and giving up
his life.

The window containing the two tablets
symbolizes the Ten Commandments given
Moses, whicn constitute the fundamental
law for both Jews and Christians. It
has been said that if pcople obeyed
these ten rules, it would not be neces-
sary to have any other laws. These
tablets still command us to obey God's’
laws for our happiness and well-being.
Interestingly the oak leaves in the
background denote sturdiness and re-
generation.

The remaining Old Testament window is
that of the burning bush which signi-
fies the appearance of God to Moses,
calling him to lead the Israelites
out of Egypt and promising a rich
land. Let this remind us that God
lives 2mong us daily, fulfilling

nis promises.

The Mew Testament windows will be
discussed in our column, next month.

Doris Wahl

LITTLE BITES OF HISTORY
(Continued from Column 2)

May these symbols serve silently to
remind all worshipers of the heritage
that is theirs as members of the
Church of Jesus Christ, God's own
chosen pecple.

Doris Wahl
History Committee

LITTLE BITES OF HISTORY

The symbol of the dove on the west
side of our sanctuary appears in both
the 0ld and New Testaments representing
purity and peace. With an olive leaf
in its mouth it concerns the flood
recorded in Genesis wherein God made
peace with man through deluge, victory
and an expectation of new life. All
four Gospels recount the appearance

of the Holy Spirit, descending like a
dove, in telling of Jesus' baptism.

The lamb in our window is mentioned by
John the Baptist in John 1:29 as he

said of Jesus, "Behold, the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of t:¢ world."
The standing posture suggests that the
Lamb of God is triumphant, risen.

Two favorite hymns make good use of

this symbol: "Crown Him With Many
Crowns" and "My Faith Looks Up To Thee."

Next an open book refers to the Holy
Bible, the Word of God. This opened
book indicates that the Bible is
accessible throughout most of the
world. Translations of the Bible, or
portions of it, have been published in
more than a thousand tongues. In all
God reveals his requirements of his
people.

The four-pointed star is interpreted

as forming a cross and its positioning
over a city suggests the star in the
east which led the Wise Men to Bethlehem
and therefore symbolizes the H rth of
our Lord. A star lighting the darkness
of the heavens has been through the
ages, and still can be, a symbol of
divine guidance.

Parts of the Litany of Dedication used

twenty years ago bears repeating here.

"These windows are dedicated to the

glory of God the Father; to the

service of Jesus Christ and His Church;

to the quickening influence of the

Holy Spirit. To ever remind us of

the teachings of v .= nrophets and

psalmists; to keep forever fresh in our

hearts and minds the mighty acts of a

gracious God. For the ministry of

art to the soul; for the inspiration

of its message to our minds; for the

direction of the thoughts of the congre-

gation in channzis of Christian medi-

tation. We (re) dedicate these windows."
(Continued in Column 1)
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ANNIVERSARY BANQUET
of the

BRIGHTON REFORIED CHURCH |

held at J

Spencer=Ripley Methodist Church
Rochester, New York

Ma y 18, 1951
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MENTU

VIRGINIA FAKED EAM MASHED POTATOES

HOT VEGETATLE

SALAD ROLLS
RELI SHES

_ICE CRFEAM CAKE

COFIEE TEA AILK

Dinner served by the Ladics of the

Spencer=Ripley Church

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History © Brighton Reformed Church

CEAI RMAN | Henry De Roo
TOASTMAS TER Carl Ms Pearson
PROGRAM

DOXOLOGY

INVOCATION Reve Edwin Luidens
. FOR YOUR ENTERTATINMENT

SONG LEADER Jacob DeVuyst

PIANIST Mrse Frances Decker

SOLO Betty Talsma

SKIT Reformed Church Players

"IN THE SPRING TIME"

"fystic Milestones" Reve Henry Jacobs
"I Remember Vay Back "hen" _
Reve Richard Blocker
"Greetings" from the Parent Church
Rev. John Butyne
"The Road Ahead" Reve Anthony Luidens

PARTING HYMN Blest be the Tie that Einds
BENEDICTION Reve Kenneth Stickney
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COMMI TTFE CHAIRMAN lirse Henry De Roo
TICKET CHAIRMAN Mre Roland oodhams
COMMI TTFES

Miss Sarah Cambicr
Miss Shirley Jean Hand
Mrse Edward DeCook
- Mrs. Roland Woodhams
Mrs John Olyslager
Mrse Jacob DeVuyst
Mrs Carl Pearson
Mrs§ Viola DeReu
Mrs Clarence Delyser
- Mrs. Walter Lepsch

Mr & Mrs Clarence Talsma
Mr & !Mrs Ee LeRoy Hand

Mr & Mrs lMaylon Howell
Mr. Raymond Tell
Mr Ronald Hand

Flower arrangements
by the Far & Near Circle
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Mescription of the Emblem

HE emblem of the Reformed Church is an adaptation of the coat-of-arms of William
the Silent, Prince of Orange, to whom the Netherlands owes her civil and religious
independence. The coat-of-arms represents the principalities of which William was

ruler, or to which he was in some way related.

The first quarter of the !a_rgs shield bears the arms of Nassau. It has a gold lion rampant,
on a blue field surrounded by sevente;;.g-c.}ld billets, representing the union of the ten States of the
Netherlands with the seven States of Holland under William. The second quarter represents
Katzenelnbogen and has a red lion rampant gardant, crowned, on a gold field. The third quarter
represents Vianden, and has a red field banded with silver. The fourth quarter hastwo gold lions
passant gardant, on a red field, and is the shield of Dietz.

The small shield is also quartered. The first and fourth quarters bearing diagonal bands of

gold on a red field represent the principalities of Chalons. The second and third quarters, with a
horn or bugle suspended on a gold field, that of Orange. These martial horns symbolize the
courageous leadership of those who took up arms against the Moors and Saracens.

The smallest shield is that of Jane of Geneva, who married one of the Princes of Orange.
It is divided into nine squares, five of which have gold, and four blue fields.

The crown which surmounts the shield represents the Emperor Charles the Great, who,
while Sovereign of the Netherlands, granted them the right of carrying the imperial crown above
the coat-of-arms,

. To adapt this coat-of-arms for use as a church emblem, the pillars and stars were added,
The Emblem of the P e _ e P Vil ,
as were the mottoes, Nit/ Dominus Irustia, “Without the Lord all is vain,” and Een-/racht nuitt

; . nricht, “Union makes strength.” The one, taken from Psalms 127:1, fitly expresses hope in God:
Bvcmmtn @buttb m gmﬂ' lw and the other was the watchword of the Dutch in their long struggle for home and church.
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Brighton-Pittsford Post - Thursday, December 11, 1975-3-C

p 50 i
~ BRIGHTON REFORMED
HOLDS CHRISTMAS
SERVICE
The Brighton Reformed
Church, 805 Blossom Road
will celebrate, as part of the
] Christmas Season, “A
Festival of Lessons and
Carols’’ on Dec. 14 at the 10
a.m. Worship Service. !
The Rev. Russell F. Pater,
Minister, and  several
members of the congregation
| will participate in this event.

S

NEWS RELEASE

The Brighton Reformed Church at 805 Blossom Road will
celebrate, as part of the Christmas Season, "A FESTIVAL
OF LESSONS AND CAROLS" on Sunday, December 1L, 1975, at
the 10 A.M. Worship Service.

The Rev. Russell F. Pater, Minister, and several members
of the congregation will participate in this event. The
genior and junior choirs of the church, with soloists of
both choirs, will sing special anthems for this occasion.

Submitted by,

@W’ v

Clarence S. Talsma
Public Relations Director
Business Phone: 262-3020
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Historical

‘ Highlights

Summer 1983

Rev. Wust
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Historical
Highlights

Newsletter of the Historical Society of the Reformed Church in America
Vol. IV, No. 2 Summer 1983

PresidentiaiPage(8)is e 'a v & & & s an e 2
Nates v and  Onerl ag sl s e e o s e Lails B
W. C. Wust: An Extraordinary Ministerial

(7 ) ) S T T e T e e Al T o T B 5

Historical Highlights is a quarterly publication of the
Historical Society of the Reformed Church in America and is
distributed free to all members of the Society. HMemberships are
available starting at $15.00. Inquiries and contributions should
be sent to:

Russell L. Gasero

Historical Society of the
Reformed Church in America

21 Seminary Place

New Brunswick, NJ 08901
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By Rev. Jack Klunder

"HELP FROM THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE"

s at the General Synod held in Pella, Towa, fram June 6
toTl;:JS: f:l?et Society received some very positive hglp .fmm E;e
Advisory Comittee on Christian Heritage and Communication. They
presented an amendment to a I:eCCI'ﬂl:IE'rﬂat'lOﬂ of. the Commission tzn
History that urged each congregation to appoint ar_l:'l to pay e
yearly manbership for a designated person who .mll act as a
liaison between the congregation and the _soc:l.ety. This may
greatly increase our manbership and our effectiveness as we serve
the denomination. The Synod also passed a .motion urging
congregations to support the peformed Church Heritage Fund with

contributions.

"{T'S WORTH PRESERVING"

Synod President James Cook made some very laudable and much
appreciated remarks on the importance of preserving ouc
heritage. Unsolicited and spontaneous, his speech on arcl_uval
materials and on the attempt to preserve such records reaf £irmed
in my mind that all the work and worry is worl-:h it. 1, for one,
an proud to be a part of it. Many thanks to Jim Cook for.calling
the attention of the denamination to these efforts. It's worth

preserving.

"HISTORY LIVES"

A ial treat this year at Synod was the appearance of
COtnesl;?:C pahlenberg, retired missiopary to the Persian Gulf.
cornelia was known in Arabia as “Sharifa", which means the Noble
One. She addressed the Synod, thanking them for the honor of
being there and for the spine-tingling welcame shown her with tx:ao
standing ovations. Soon after, she was in Central College's
Dining Hall signing her recently published book entitled
"Sharifa." This, her autobiography, was sponsored by the E‘ill:f.l:f
Reformed Church of South Holland, Illinois and 1is volume 11 ©

the RCA Historical Series. 5
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Notes & Queries

by Daniel Meesler

In the Reformed Church in America, “Bast is EBast and Midwest is
Midwest and never the twain shall meet." 1s it true? What about
Damine Wust, featured in this issue? what about his church in
Lodi, New Jersey? An Eastern congregation, but a place where Van
Raalte would have felt right at hane.

It is a given that our denamnination has two wings, Eastern and
Midwestern, which often feel unhappy and uneasy with each other,
When I graduated fram college in Michigan, and when my new
in-laws there learned that I was entering New Brunswick Seminary,
with great disappointment they wondered why 1 didn't choose “our
own" seminary in Holland, Michigan.

The split is supposed to be theological, between “conservative"
and "liberal”. But John Calvin would have consigned both sides to
destruction. The theclogical issues overlay the fact of the
great differences between the two immigrations. The East is old
Dutch, and the Midwest is new Dutch, or "Hollander". (Canada, of
course, is the newest and truest Dutch of all. They have
preserved a kind of "observer" status.)

The old colonial "Knickerbocker" pDutch were the very first
European settlers in New York and MNew Jersey. They founded the
Reformed Church in America, and today they are "the East." The
second group, the "Hollanders," were the Eighteenth Century
immigration led by Van Raalte and Scholte, settling mostly in the
Midwest. And the only time those immigrations ever mixed was
either General Synod or college comnencenent,

But of course, the story has its wrinkles. The East has its
own daughter congregations in Raritan and Fairview, Illinois, and
Central Reformed in Grand Rapids. And Hollanders can be found in
places like Rochester, New York, and Lodi, New Jersey. So not all
Jersey-Dutch are first imnigration; far froam it. I was born in
Paterson, New Jersey as were my parents, full-fledged menbers of
the second imnigration group called the "Paterson Hollanders." We
imnigrant Dutch felt about as little kindred spirit with the old
colonial Dutch around us as we did with Scots Presbyterians or
anybody else. And we always did wonder why the colonials so
constantly and confidently mispronounced their own Dutch names.

o W
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gezelschap is what the Scots call a "conventicle," a religious
meeting held in a hone with the purpose of mutual edification.
In the spring of 1839, Wust formally left the Hervormde Kerk (2]
(the State Church), and on April 11, 1840, Wust became one of the
many Oefenaars (3], or lay-preachers who led worship among those

who had seceeded from the Hervormde Kerk. Such lay preachers were
a long standing feature of Dutch religious life. As the quality
of ministers declined, people turned more and more to
extra-ecclesiastical or para-church assenblies for religious

fellowship and instruction.

Wust was an immediate success as a lay preacher. Several
dramatic conversions took place and Wust began to attract both
favorable and unfavorable attention. Since King William I wanted
to enforce religious uniformity in the Netherlands, such
assemblies as wWust led not only were unprotected by law but were
declared illegal. Those who took part in them were sometimes
severly fined, Mobs led by bullies gathered in the street
outside, singing profane and obscene sorngs, to which the
worshippers inside responded by singing Psalms at top volume. On
one occasion, the mob not only broke all the windows of the house
but rammed down the door. The ruckus grew too much for the
tender ears of the neighbors and the police made a belated
appearance, but only to demand that the worshippers disperse.
Wust refused to disperse the meeting and suggested that if the
Burgomaster was so fond of peace and quiet, he should do
sonething about the mob. When summoned before that worthy a day
or so later, Wust and his friends bluntly told the Burgomaster
that they "would obey God rather than man and appeal to the
king." Shortly afterwards they organized as a church. The
meeting was held in a cellar in order to be less visible, but the
mob found out about it and the meeting proceeded to the sound of

windows being broken and bricks thumping wupon the floor
upstairs,

Besides the displeasures of the local authorities and the
unwelcome attentions of the mob, the infant church had other
problems. They needed the services of an ordained minister to
celebrate the sacraments, They wrote to H. P. Scholte (founder
of Pella, lowa) and after long waiting they received a reply that

-6 -
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he could not possibly visit then because of his already
over-crowded schadule,

The few ministers of the Sececdad churches were indead
overworked. At First there were only five ministers amony the
Seceeders, the Afgescheidenen [4), and a great number of little
infant churches, like that of Wust, to quide and nurture. What
added to the problem was that the Seceeder ministers had made it
a firm policy not to ordain men without acadenic preparation. It
was laudable that they wanted a well-trained ministry, but, under
the circumstances, it would have been wiser to have been more

flexible in this matter.

Had Rev. Scholte found the time to make even one visit to the
infant church at Den Helder in order to install the new church's
officers and baptize and preside at the Lord's Supper, the little
church would have came under the umbrella of the main Seceader
denonination (known in Dutch as the Christelijke Afgescheidene
Kerk). As it was, the little church had to look for assistance
elsewhere,

Now that Scholte had disappointed thanm, the brethren decided on
a local solution., They extended a unanimous call to Wust to
become their pastor. W. C. Wust accepted their call, but they
found themselves up against the problem of obtaininy ordination
for their pastor-elect. Some were of the opinion that in their
present circumstances their election of Wust would b-e valid as
ordination. Wust agreed with them in principal but did not want
to lay himself open to a later charge of being only
"self-ordained". When he heard of a certain Wolter Wagter Smitt
in the city of 2Zwolle, Wust wrote to him, as_king further
information about his movement and explaining the dilemna he and
his church were in. Smitt replied that the movanent of which he
was a part comprised thirty churches and several ministers, t_:he
nearer of which, Rev. Flier at Woerden, would be able to "assist
him on a legitimate basis."

Wust wrote to Rev, Flier who replied that he felt himself too

old and weak to make the trip to Den Helder in the dead of
winter. Besides, he could not ordain Wust without an examination

=T =

image 62 of 235 Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Eind no orderly exit. Had they been
sophisticated people, they might have obtained the services of
German or Swiss Reformad pastors, or those of Presbyterian
ministers. At least, they might have obtained ordination E£rom
then. They were not sophisticated people. When their attemnpts
to obtain the services of Dutch ministers failed, they saw no
choice open to than except to try solutions which were not
satisfactory to then either. In some churches elders
administered the sacraments. Other churches very much wanted a
pastor. In some cases, an elder would be called to the ministry
and ordainad by the laying on of hands by his fellow elders.
Others felt that ordination should be by the authority of the
conbinad churches, even if elders would have to do the laying on
of hands. This was how Rev, Smnitt had been ordained.

which they oould

But what about Rev. Flier, the man who ordained W. C. Wust to
the ministry? If acounts of reliable historians can be accepted,
Rev. Abraham Flier can best be described as "self-ordained," and
even that may be too generous a term. Abraham Flier was elder in
the Church at Woerden. After the church found herself isolated
fron ministerial services, Flier, who read sermons in the church
services began "jawboning" the congregation when he led in
prayer. Later he announced that "the Lord had given him freedan
and confidence to apply the seals of the covenant." Most of the
consistory agreed with this measure, but also announced that a
speclal consistory meeting would be held to deal with any
objection to Flier pecforming baptisns. Wwhen a member named
Steenwijk appeared before the consistory he was given an
unfriendly reception. Flier declared to him that "he had been
exercised with this matter before the Lord for a whole year."
Finally the Lord had reminded him that "David also ate of the
shewbread when he was a hungered." To this Steeawijk replied
that Flier should not have "given in to the temptation of Satan."
Steenwljk also canpared what Flier was about to do to the impious
Uzzah's laying hands on the Ark of God. One thing is certain, no
formal call was ever extended to "Rev. Flier," and no ceranony of
ordination or installation into the office of the ministry ever

took place.
It is not to be wondered at that, in 1842 various menbers of

-10 -
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Wust's church at Den Helder questioned the legitimacy of their
pastor's ordination,

On June 5, 1844, Rev. Wust took part in a general conference of
the Kruisgezinde churches. The ministerial question was resolvesd
by a mutual recognition of one another's claims to ordinstion and
the agremnent that only those now in the ministry might ordain
others. A more regular procedure on entering the ministry was
agreed upon and a closer relationship between the churches was
achieved.

Wust did not
in the ministry.
for the Hervornde

In the long run,
colleagues
nostalgia

get alony well with his
He displayed a certain amount of
Kerk and he wanted to seck
________ At the General

Assembly of the Kruisgezinde in 1844, Wust was in charge of the
opening devotions. The Assenbly spent the whole next day
debating what to do with that kind of preacher, The decision
they came to was that Wust's errors "were of the head, not of the

heart" and he was urged to spend more time in senmon
preparation,
In 1846, W. C. Wust accepted the call of a church in

Giessendam. This church was founded by the labors of a man named
Bastian Sterkenberg who had never formally renounc=l his
membership in  the Hervormde Kerk. Sterkenberg had founded a
gezelschap in Giessendam and had presuaded than to organize as a
church and accept him as their pastor. He called himsslf "a
minister according to Matthew 28:19-20." The peculiarity of
Giessendam was that the church was composed mainly of menbers of
the Hervormde Kerk who had formad a Seoseder church without

formally seceeding, which they considered a sin to do.

At a Classis meeting in Rotterdam in 1846, Wust again was asked
to  lead the opening devotions. His semnon contained the
statament that "“Thanas was never closer to the heart of Jesus
than when he stuck his hand in His side." This honiletical
flight of fancy was to cost him dearly. It was decried by the
pastor of the Rotterdam church, Cornelis Van den Oever, as
"snacking of popery." Van den Oever, sonetimes referred to as

-11-
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in his considerable
power, by both fair means and foul, to bring about Wust's removal
fran the ministry. In 1847, Wust was deposed, although the
church in Giessendam simply ignored the deposition.

Wust was sick of all the troubles and bickering in the
Netherlands so when a group of his church in Giessendam decided
to go to America, he made the decision to accampany them. They
settled in what is now South Holland, Illinois, along the Calumet
River, and there, on August 11, 1848, he laid the first log for a
church building twenty feet wide and thirty-six feet long.
Twelve feet of its length served as the parsonage, and the rest
as the church building. But Wust was not happy there, '"The
winter winds blew through the cracks between the logs, the wolves
howled at night, and the place was crawling with snakes."
Sometimes he had to get by on forty cents a week. Besides that,
Wust's congregation was soon joined by non-Giessendam seceeders,
whose viewpoints were not always harmonious with his. I suspect
that Wust found it hard to keep the peace between the
Giessendamners who were proud that they were Hervormd, and the

non-Giessendammers who were proud that they were not Hervormd.

Wust did not remain in Low Prairie, Illinois, very long. On
May 15, 1850, Wust left Illinois for his native Holland. His old
congregation in Giessendam had again extended him a call. It was
a miserable trip back which "almost drove him crazy," but once
more in Giessendam, "he was received in love." Things, however,
had not improved in his absence. While he was in America,
soneone had taught them that they were "free from the law," which
had resulted in what Wust considered an un-Christian life-style.
One result of their great freedom was that they felt thamselves
relieved of the duty of supporting their pastor. Wust had to
live in the same kind of poverty he had fled fram. To be fair to
the Giessendammers, the emigration which Wust had led to Illinois
left then a much smaller and poorer church. In 1854, the
Consistory had to give Wust an honorable discharge. The church
could not even pay Wust the meager amount they had offered him.
He decided to go back to America and was just barely able to
raise the amount for the cheapest passage,

—12 .

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

image 64 of 235

© Brighton Reformed Church

Wust intended to go back to the Chicago area and take |
hanesteading. Time and distance had cloaked his misadventures
with a more desirable hue. He did not intend to be 3 minister in
America. He would still like to preach occasionally but he found
the pastorate to be nothing but trouble,

As it now providentially happened, as he passed  through
Buffalo, New York, he was recognized by two consistorymen of the
Reformed Church that had been orgainzed among Dutch immigrants

there. He was asked to stay and preach for them the following
two Sundays, after which they issued him a call which he
accepted. Wust served there until 1856 when he moved to

Rochester, New York. Wust's first years in Rochester were happy
years but Wust found himself in opposition to the Americanization
of the Dutch immigrants. 1In a sermon he compared Americanization
to Adam and Eve hiding from God among the trees of the Garden of
BEden. "Bven though you call yourself an American, speak the
English language and wear American styles of clothing, God sees
you as an apostate Hollander and that which was your Ffathers'
will He require from your hands.,"

In 1864, Wust accepted the call of the Reformed Church of Lodi,
New Jersey. J. Whitehead, in his history of the Classis of
Paramus, gives Wust the following testimonial:

"Mr. Wust was greatly blessed in his work; he was
thoroughly in earnest and a faithful pastor, and as a
preacher he always took a positive and uncompromising
stand for the truth as he understood it.

As he understood it: that was the catch. Like many of the
earlier Dutch emigrants to America, Wust suffered from a "ghetto
mentality" in which most of what was Dutch was seen as good and
everything that was American was viewsd as bad. The Christian
religion was Dutch and all that was American was "of the world."
The result was a kind of Kulturkrieg which sometimes bitterly
divided generations and families.

the
l|-rhe

of 1867 wvoted to change

When the General
"putch Reformed Church" to

denaninational name

synod
fran the
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co-pastor in servirng the dozen or so churches that looked to
Daniel Bakker for occasional ministerial services. Lay readers
and lay preachers served these churches on a regular basis,
except for the occasions when the minister could be present. No
salary was specified in the call but it was agreed that all the
churches would share in his support.

During the first year of his ministry among the Ledeboerians,
Wust was a very popular and esteaned preacher. After the first
year their enthusiasm for Wust cooled samewhat, especially after
they found that he was not the least bit hesitant in bringing
their sins to their attention. Besides that, the Ledeboerians
went in for a morose kind of piety and Wust was too cheerful to
suit them. In 1880, things had reached such a point that Wust
thought it best to ask for retirament. He was ill and could not
attend the General Assembly, but sent a written request. The
only response was a soothing letter fram Daniel Bakker who had
managed to calm the troubled waters.

Nevertheless, in spite of being away from the perils of
Americanism, Wust was not happy in the Netherlands and gladly
accepted the call his former congregation in Lodi, New Jersey,
extended to him in 1881, He had reached the age of seventy-three
years, but again crossed the ocean to America. Wust served the
Lodi church until 1883, when he accepted the call of a daughter
church in Passaic, New Jersey. He served that church until May,
1885, when he and his wife crossed the ocean for the last time.
In a booklet written during that voyage (but never published) ,
Wust bade America a final but not fond farewell. 1In it Wust
derides democratic procedures in American churches. He also
camplains that all persuasions, even the most heretical ones,
enjoy equal rights. He sees no future in America for the
Reformed faith. He would rather be in the Netherlands, where the
blood of the martyrs has Flowed freely. But even more than he
longs for Holland, he longs for that City above, for he knows
himself to be "an anointed believer, whose city and inheritance
are above, in the heavenlies,”

On Novanber 13,

1886, Wust took possession of his heavenly
inheritance,
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EPILOGUE

W. C. Wust must have been an interesting man to know.
better known in the small world of the puteh
America in his day than the present
indicate,

He was
immigrants to
ignorance of him would

W. C. Wust was not made of the stuff of which heroes are made,
He is more of an anti-hero. He meant well but he obviously
lacked tact, did not bear up as well as he should have under
frustrations, and seems not to have been a very stable inan
emotionally.

At the same time, it should also be remenbered that W. C. Wust
labored under the liabilities of a complete lack of acadanic
training, to say nothing of having ministerial credentials of the
most dubious quality. Besides that, he always labored under
unstable and very stressful situations. He was always a stranger
in a strange land in America and equally a stranger whenever he
returned to his native land. Through all he did, he sought to be
a faithful servant of Jesus Christ, What he did, he did from good
motives, even when he was mistaken in his assessment of a
situation. The three churches he founded in America are the
First Reformed Church of South Holland, Illinois, The Christian
Reformed Church of Lodi, New Jersey, and The Netherland Reformed
Church of Clifton, New Jersey. He never would have called himself
an ecumenical, but he surely was, and in the best sense of the
term, for to be truly ecumenical, we must be truly Christian.

1. Gezelschap

This is one of those terms for which the English languaje has
no exact equivalent. The term literally means "a group of
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he arrived in Benthuizen he underwent a deeply moving spiritual
experience. This experience changed his point of view toward his
ministry. He had been a good student at Leiden but now he turned
his back on "book learning” and depended on the direct
instruction of the Holy Spirit, The results were not always
edifying, but a goodly number of his Benthuizen parishioners were
deeply pietistic people who esteaned the unquestionable sincerity
and spirituality of their pastor. My personal opinion of
Ledeboer is that he would have felt very well at home with the
Charisnatic Movamnent of today. To a large extent, Ledeboer
rejected the academic world and embraced the pietism of the
deeply conservative saints of Benthuizen. He tended to be led by
his feelings, and for this reason was not always consistent,
Nevertheless, Ledeboer was very effective as a Christian leader
and pastor. He was very tender-hearted, and had only one concern
in life, the honor of Jesus Christ and the promotion of His
Kingdom. Organization did not mmatter to Ledeboer. He had no
interest in Church adninistration. To him these were wor ldy
concerns. But this attitude, which he passed onto his followers
has cost them dearly. The subjectivism which he passed onto his
followers very easily degenerated to individualism and this
individualistic subjectivism resulted in the constant splintering
away of his movement. Ledeboer's mamory is still honored in the
Netherlands. When my wife and I visited the Netherlands, we
stayed with a cousin who is married to a Hervormd minister. In
his sermon, this cousin quoted Ledeboer. Afterwards, 1 remarked
on this. He told me that Ledeboer is still honored today in the
Church that expelled him so many years ago. Not emlated,
perhaps, but still honored for his sincere piety and devotion to
his Lord.
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praises at midnight," The circumstances, doubtless it was, that
caught my attention, though I renember no further impression,

The first personal reflection 1 ever had, was once my mother
said "All my children except you were baptized by the Rev. Mr.
McAuley. You were baptized by the Rev. Robert Forest," a very
godly man, of Hobart congregation. 1In which I presume I was born
on the banks of Odel's Lake in Hobart, which lake is considered
the headwaters of the Delaware River, thus taking its name from
its rise in Delaware County, This statement made by my mother,
who asked me to not forget it, made same impression on my mind.
1 asked myself, "What is baptism?" I knew it was "into the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." Consequently that
must mean dedication to God, and having his name put on one, the
recipient ought to be careful not to do anything inconsistent
therewith,

This was my first religious conviction, but it led to no
result. The first conviction of sin or danger was several years
later, in the Reformed Church, West Hempstead, N. Y., where two
brothers, Henry Sherwood and Isaac Sherwood, farmers, were
Superintendent and teacher. The latter, a very plain man, said
with tears in his eyes it would be terrible if any of us were
found at the last day on the left hand of the Judge. This
impressed me samewhat for a season, and I once prayed during a
thunderstorm at night.

Before this, however, two or three important events had taken
place in my life. One was an early visit of a year or more to
the great city, New York. I must have been about Eive years old.
I went with two bachelor uncles, one on both my father's and
mother's side. My Uncle Andrew Ballagh and James Craig kept a
store in Bushwick Avenue, Williamsburgh (Brooklyn, NY). They took
me there to attend a parochial school in connection with Rev. Dr.
Necker's Bustwick Refomned Church. Both Church and School were
standing when last I visited U.S.A. seven years ago, and are now
used for an Italian Mission. Here, I remember reading in the New
Testament, and a copy of Walker's English Dictionary, still in
existence, at my New Jersey home, has my name written therein, in
my father's well rounded hand, and the date 1838 by which 1 know
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James H. Ballagh at age 83.
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product of every thrifty farmer's wife.

I have often heard my mother tell of milking six cows, with me
a babe lying on her lap. She did not seem to know of the Indian
or Japanese style of strapping their babies on their backs. My
father, whilst a vigorous worker, whilst at it in any kind of
faoming; from his early habits and experience as a cattle buyer
preferred that kind of work and being easy in money matters
signed papers for other cattle dealers, by which means he lost
his good farm, and had to live on hired farms, one of which was
the old Craig hamestead in Davenport. This for good neighbors and
relatives of Benjanin Parker and family was a benefit,

Harper Field had pleasant memories of school life where as a
little boy with others and little girls we sat on a low bench
beneath the Principal's high pulpit-like desk. Here was a
sweet-heart, a Thomas Burleyson, a store keeper's daughter, whose
father greatly endeared himself to me for giving me a stick of
candy or licorice. 1 thought him the most liked man in the
world. A teacher, a genuine Yankee, was Enoch Hawkins, who might
have sat for Washington Irving's Ichabod Crane, though not so
amorous. A standing joke on wham was that of a girl cousin of
ours who once at table, as he boarded around the district, with a
sudden outburst of remonstrance cried, "Enoch Hawkins don't eat
up all our vittalsl"

Of a better mamory was Miss Jane Hotchkiss, a missionary to
india, whan I never knew of wham my mother late in life, hearing
a converted Brahmin preach in Englewood, N. J. and tell of his
conversion through Miss Hotchkiss' labors told her daughter how
Miss Hotchkiss had begged her to go to India as a missionary, and
she had replied, "No, I will stay at home, marry and raise up
missionaries!"] have often wondered if to that conception, myself
and younger brother John owe our Christian names?

At Davenport I had a happy school life, checkered with two
events neither predictable, The one was a sweet-heart, Letilia
Harkness, with whom we had happy times going and returning from
school as she lived even farther away than we did. One winter's
day, sliding on ice at recess, another boy fell out with me about
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i i th came down on
her campanionship; the result was a tussle and bo_
th; ice, and nefl:her one would let g0 the hold in each other's
hair till my hair gave way allowing him to be winner.

The other circumstance is one I am heartily ashamed of. Owing
to few boys big enough to labor on famms in summer being
permitted to attend school, young girl teachers were often
employed. One sumner I was the only large boy in school, and the
teacher a little girl teacher, so I took pleasure in disobgyirq
her, and let her switch my legs, I takir!g pains to wear my winter
pantaloons very much to the mystification of my mother. After
her came a fine woman teacher for wham I could not do enough.

50¢IETY §EVE

Once again it is time to elect a President and
Vice-President for the Society. The present
officers are:

President - Jack Klunder
Vice-President - Nella Kennedy

Both are eligible for re-election. Please send
any nominations to the Society by December 15.
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Book Review

by Rev. Jack Klunder

On Being Reformed: Distinctive Characteristics
Misunderstandings, by I. John Hesselink. Servant

Arbor, Michigan, 1983, (to be released in late 1983.)

and - Cammon
Books, Ann

Dr. 1. John Hesselink, President of Western Theologlcal
Seminary, has made a significant and timely contribution to the
church with the publication of his latest book, On Beimg
Reformed: Distinctive Characteristics and ~  Cammon

Misunderstandings. Drawing on his acadanic background and his
varied exposure to Reformed congregations all around the world,
the author discusses what it means to be Reformed fram the
standpoint of twelve common misunderstandings. He then offers
five distinctive emphases of the Reformed tradition.

The book powerfully illustrates the strength of the Reformed
position and will stand before our denanination as an
encouragement to seek unity without compramising our uniquenass.
The author observed samething which is comwon to many in the RCA.
He writes, "In general, I discovered that we represent a middle
way. We are neither liberal nor fundamentalist. At our best we
share many liberal «concerns (scholarly openness, social
injustice, etc.) as well as fundamentalist doctrines (a high
view of the inspiration of scripture, the virgin birth, the
second caning of Christ, etc.) We are neither high church nor
low church, dispensationalist or laditudinarians. Above all, we
take scripture seriously..."

Many of the misunderstandings Dr. Hesselink discusses are,
indeed, comnon to our ears. Among these are that the word
"Reformed" refers primarily to the Dutch church (chapter I), that
the doctrine of Predestination is a creation of the Refonmed
tradition (chapter Vi), that the covenant concept produces a
sense of false pride and exclusiveness (chapter IX), and that in
the Reformed tradition the work of the Holy Spirit is ignored
(chapter XI). In the process of dispelling these and other myths
he has produced an historical critique of the Reformed tradition
which takes into account the basis of the various criticisms
leveled against Reformed theology.
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The concluding chapter on distinctive characteristics of the
Reformed tradition is very valuable. He identifies five
doctrinal emphases:

1) the Reformed tradition is God-centered and thoroughly
Trinitarian;

2) Reformed people are primarily a people of the Word of
God;

3) Reformed church order and discipline have guarded against
heresy and glorified God;

4)Reformed doctrine has a prupose, namely, the pramotion of
godliness and the edification of the church; and

5) the life and world view of Reformed thought has brought
all spheres of human existence under the scrutiny of
theological reflection,

My only surprise here (and for that matter, my only regret) was
the ommission of mission theology as a distinctive characteristic
of the Reformed tradition. The RCA has, since the late 18th
century, pioneered missions in many foreign and damestic areas.
It is a rich part of our history and an aspect in which the
author has played a leading role in recent history. The
significant contributions of the Reformed tradition to the
world-wide mission effort, both in theology and practice, are
distinctive and ought to be noted as such when identifying major
distinctive emphases,

This book will be especially useful for adult study groups.
Indeed, it was out of such experiences in local congregations
that the seed of the idea for the book germinated and evolved,
The author has made every effort to produce a useful guide for
lay people. However, same association with the Reformation era
would be necessary for effective leadership in an adult study
group. The generous usage of quotations fram John Calvin's
Comnentaries and his Institutes of the Christian Religion is an
added bonus and is, by itself, a good introduction to Calvin's
thought.
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Notes & Queries

by Daniel Meeter

I was very happy to receive same queries from Mrs. Ruth Perry
Stevens of Ormond Beach, Florida. Her first concerns a region of
Dutch settlement that I know very little about, so 1'll Just pass
it along.

Mrs. Stevens writes, "During the night of February 8, 1690, a
group of French and Indians, sent from Canada by one Frontenac,
swarmed into the frontier village of Schenectady, burning,
slaughtering, and taking prisoners, Purportedly, there had been
firm orders to spare the town's clergyman, but orders or not, the
Indians beheaded him and left his body to burn. (Note: For more
gory details see Corwin's "Manual".) This was Dominie Petrus
Tassemaker (also Thesschenmacher and other variants) who was the
very first Reformed Dutch minister ordained in America. He
ministered to both the settlers and the Indians and had a devoted
following. My question is, was he the only Reformed Dutch pastor
whose early frontier service cost him his life?" poes anybody
know?

Mrs. Stevens also asks what is the earliest publication among
our holdings. 1 don't know about the Archives per se, but I do
know about the Gardner Sage Library in which the Archives are
housed. The oldest published book is fram 1470, a church history
textbook. It is extremely valuable and rare, caning only a
decade or two after the invention of printing. The oldest
Netherlandic book is a Brevariun (a kind of prayerbook for
monastics) published in Brussels in 1480. Such books published
before 1500 are called (incunabula), which means "“swaddling
clothes", that is, books fram the infancy of publishing.

Mcs. Stevens also writes that she found the recent columns on
church-bells especially enjoyable, "probably because the sound of
church-bells whenever I have been in unfamiliar places has
induced me to an instant case of acute homesickness. And the few
times it occurred at Christmas-time it left permanent scars." So
we return to a favorite tune once again, the matter of chutch
bells.

We all sympathize exactly with Mrs. Stevens. But isn't it sad

- 13 -

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

that we Americans should hear church bells so rarely that they
invoke hanesickness? We are not the bell-ringers we could be or
should be,

But we don't know what we're missing; it takes a trip to Europe
to find out, I spent the last sunmer studying in  the
Netherlands, and Sunday mornings were always filled with the
sounds of bells, calling the people to worship. And they don't
ting then for just a minute or two; no, in fact, long enough for
you to wait for their signal to leave the front door, walk all
the way across the village, and get to church in plenty of time,
with the bells still calling as you enter the portal beneath
then. 1t makes for an altogether inspiring walkl

When we returned to America, we brought along an elderly aunt
for her first visit to the states., She is the widow of a
Netherlands Reformed minister, so she loves churches and their
ornanents. And she was distressed by America's lack of bells,
not to mention the steeples that hold them.

Steeples are the glory of the Dutch landscape and the badge of
every town. How disappointing was my aunt's first three hours in
America then, a long bus ride from Chicago's O'Hare Airport, and
all that way not a single steeple till the Graafschap Christian
Reformed Church! She kept looking and looking, asking "Where are
all the steeples?” All of a sudden she lit up and called,
"Kijk'ns, een toren!"™ (Look, a steeple,) Our amusanent was
mixed with sadness when we told her that it was only Howard
Johnson's,

Why so few steeples? Perhaps because we so rarely ring church
bells. Bells and steeples are like flowers and gardens—the lack
of the first takes the joy out of the second. These days
churches that want to look “churchy" content themselves with
pre-fab aluminum "spires" that are bolted into the shingles.
They don't do anything for anybody,

_And neither do church bells condemned to sitting there on
display. 1 used to be quite prood of the big black bell that

sits on the floor of the New Brunswick Seninary lobby, and I was
quite happy with the big green bell standing out in front of the
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Martin (Michigan) Reformed Church. But when I showed both to my
Dutch aunt 1 ended up eanbarrassed. Her reproachful looks
suggested we were treating these bells like useless invalids,
She said of each one, "This still could ring.®

We have filed bell-ringing under "Mamory" and at the same time
have given up on real church steeples. We don't think that they
are worth the cost involved. But at the same time we churn out
"E.T." lunchboxes by the millions, and in a year's time all that
metal ends up in sanitary land-fills. No need for bells, but
lots of damand for stereo speakers so huge we dare not turn the

volume past a quarter, It's a matter of priorities and
preferences, and what advertising commands us to consider
important,

But the story is not so dark as all that, at least not yet,
South River is old-fashioned—we ring bells here, from church to
church, And perhaps there are in the Reformed Church somne
churches that have been praising God with the sound of bells for
a couple of centuries without fail. 1'd dearly love to know the
answer to Mrs. Stevens' last question: “Is any old bell from one
of the very early Reformed putch churches in America still in
existence or use?"
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BROOKLYN'S CHURCH ON THE HEIGHTS

(The fallowing is a transeription of the first pages of the
minute book of the Reformed Chureh on the Heights in Broolflyn,
New York. All spelling and grammar has been retained as in the
original record. ED.)

I will mention the loving-kindness of the Lord, and the praises
of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us,
and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath
bestowed on them, according to his mercies, and according to his
loving-kindnesses.

Before opening a record of the Lord's doings with the “Church
on the Heights" of Brooklyn, L. 1., and of the business
transacted by its Consistory under His divine appointment, the
pious reminiscences of many who are now enrolled among its
camunicants, and the retrospective inquiries of those who will
succeed us, require that a brief statenent be made of the main
facts and circumstances which precaded and brought about its
foundation,

The Hollanders who had anigrated to the Island of Manhattan,
and its adjacent shores were accustaned to assemble for divine
worship as early as the year 1626 when their place of meeting was
the loft of a Horsamill, within the Fort Ansterdam, on the south
point of the Island, or about the corner of what are now, Broad
and Stone Streets, City of New York: the service being conducted
by Sebastian Jansen Croll and Jan Huyck, who were not ordained
clergymen, but inferior officers recognised by the Church of
Holland as "Krank-besockers" or canforters of the sick. Their

Instructions consisted of reading passages fram Scripture and the
creeds on Sundays.
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The first ordained clergyman in New Netherlands was the
Reverend Daninie Everardus Bogardus [this history was written
prior to the discovery of the letter by Johannes Michaelius which
demonstrated that he was the Ffirst pastor in New MNetherlands
—Ed.], who probably, came over with Wouter Van Twiller, 1633. In
1642 a stone Church was built within the Fort.

The people of the settlements on the Island of Nassau (Long
Island) : Bruckelen (or Brooklyn, a mile fram the "Ferry" inland):
Midwout (or Flatbush): and Amersfoort (or Flatlands), attended
divine service in the Church of Fort Amnsterdam, until the year
1654, when the Reverend Danine Joannes Theodorus Polhanus
arriving from Brasil, accepted the pastoral charge of the church
of Flatbush, preaching there every sabbath morning, and in the
afternoon alternately at Flatlands and Brooklyn. Soon afterwards
a small cruciform edifice (this church, the first ecclesiastical
structure on Long Island, was about sixty feet 1long and
twenty-eight feet wide was built by a general subscription Ffram
Flatbush, and the neighboring villages) for worship after the
order of the Reformed Dutch Church, was erected in Flatbush,

In 1660 the Revererd Daminie Henricus Soleyns (sic) came Ffrom
Holland, and was installed pastor of the Church at Brooklyn, then
consisting of one elder, two deacons, and twenty-four menbers;
the population of the Village being thirty-one families, or a
hundred and thirty-four souls. The congregation worshipped in a
barn until 1666, when a Church edifice was built for their use
near the site of the present handsome structure occupied by the
First Reformed Dutch Church, between Jeroloman and Livingston
Streets, east of Court Street, opposite to the rear of the City
Hall. This church building was for one hundred and twenty-five
years the only one in Brooklyn. In 1785 the Episcopalians, who up
to that time had worshipped in the Dutch Church, built a house of
worship, which was "consecrated" two years afterward—the
Methodist built their ficrst church in 1794--the Presbyterians
theirs in 1822—the Baptists theirs in 1823,

In 1836 the Board of Damestic Missions of the Genera! Synod of
the Reforned Dutch Church, having received an encouraging report
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fran a comnittee (Rev. Dr. Jacob Brodhead, Mr. Walter Bicker, and
Mr. William R. Thampson) which they hal sent to explore the
ground, appointed the Rev. John Garretson as 4
Missionary-Evangelist, to preach in the inore westerly part of
Brooklyn, with the aim of establishing there a second Dutch
Church, He began his labours in the Hall of the Brooklyn Lyceun,
washington Street, near Concord, in October, 1836; and under
comnission fram the South Classis of Longy Island, dated February,
i 1837, he on the 3rd of March following organised the "Central
A Reformed Dutch Church" of Brooklyn, the first Consistory being
Jacob Tallman and Walter Bicker, Elders; Cornelius C. Stryker and
Joseph Hegeman, Deacons (Rev. Garretson left the Mission in May
1837 to become the pastor of another church). Notwithstanding
various discouraging circumstances, the Consistory on the 2nd of
May discussed the expediency of erecting a church edifice, but
were too feeble to prosecute the enterprise, Through the
kindness of Providence, the Rev. Dr, Cornelius C. Van Arsdale
accepted their invitation to preach for them as a stated supply,
and such was the success attending his labours, that they
presented him with a call to becane their pastor, which, after
considerable hesitation, he declined. In the month of June,
1839, the Consistory purchased for the sum of §9,750, a
sufficient piece of ground on the eastern side of Henry Street,
midway between Clark and Pilerrepont Street, where the Rev. Dr.
Philip Milledoler, on the 10th of Septenber of the sane year,
laid the cornerstone of a neat and comnodious edifice, which was
finished at a cost of 514,740, and dedicated by the Rev. Dr.
Brodhead, to the worship of the Triune God on the 3rd of June,
1840. In the same month the Rev. Dr. Bradhead (Rev., Van Arsdale
moved to Philadelphia in 1840, but not until he had by his

2 V ministrations and collections greatly furthered the building of
Rev. Dr. Jacob Brodhead the church) received and accepted a call to the pastoral charge
(1782-1855) lL of the Central Reformed Dutch Church, and having been installed

by Classis, began his labours in April 1841, which he continued
with great zeal and success until October 1846, when he resigned
the pulpit. This venerable and dearly beloved father in Istael,
having attained a green old age, has not felt it his duty to
assume  another pastoral charge, but still shows his
characteristic zeal in manifold labours acceptable and honoured.
Lony may he be spared, blessing and blessed, to our Refornad
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while the congregation were assanbled, many lives would have been
lost, The interior of the building appeared like a ruin—-yet the
people thought only of the mercy which had so long preserved them
from danger and death. After some discussion, it was deteomined
to repair the house only for temporary use; and as soon as the
way was clear, to erect a new church edifice on another site.
Dr. Bethune having consented to unite in the new enterprise,
steps were taken for carrying it out.

Some reasons prevailed to make it appear more expedient that
the new building when finished, should be occupied by another
church organization, with a new name, 1In this decision the
members of the Central Church and congregation generally
acquiesced; and if not with entire unanimity, certainly without
unreasonable or captious dissent. Thus came to be organized the
present "Church on the Heights," which entered on the occupation
of their new edifice, after they had been constituted by order of
the South Classis of Long Island, Novanber 25, 1851: the church
building having been dedicated to the Triune God on the morning
of the Sabbath previous. The appended documents will
sufficiently trace the parts of the history here amitted, 1t is
but proper to state, however, that some few accepted, the
communicant members of the "Central Church" passed into the
"Church on the Heights," a portion of the consistory retaining a
naninal existence until legitimally dissolved by classis.

Thus it will be seen the long arduwous and self-sacrificing
devotion of those who began and carried to its close the former
comnunion, has not lost its reward. Their church has not
pecished, but lives with new vigour in the bosom of the new, to
which they have transferred their prayers, their pious examples,
their brotherly love, and their zeal for the cause of Christ,
Other fellow labourers are now united with them: others, it is to
be hoped by the blessing of God, will yet swell the number and
successive generations supply their abundance when they have
entered the joy of their Lord: but it must not be forgotten,
whoever may share and however largely in the success of the
"Church on the Heights," that to the "Central Church" is due the
Christian honour of having Ffirst extended our beloved
denanination beyond its original limits in the city of Brooklyn.
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To the subscribers whose large contributions have so pramptly
furthered the upbuilding of the beautiful House of the Lord in
which we are now permitted to assanble, and to the manbers of the
Building Committee, who have so indefatigably and very liberally
executed the work, any words of praise would be far short of the
gratitude they deserve. Their best reward is the consciousness
of having served for the sake of their divine Master, and not the
least proof of their fidelity is the gratifying fact that the
wages of no hireling has been unjustly kept back., Every man who
has lifted a hamner or a trowel or a brush or a hod, has received
his full reward. This has not been done without large advances
on the part of the Building Committee, especially of their acting
treasurer, John H. Brouwer, Esq., who has spared neither pains or
expense for the accamplishment of the scheme to which he, from
its beginning, devoted his energies.

Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or think, according to the power that worketh in

us, Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout
all ages, world without end, Amen.
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Letter fram John H. Brower & Others to Rev. Dr. Bethune,
Brooklyn, May 15, 1850

George W. Bethune, D.D.
Reverend and Dear Sir.

After much reflection and, we trust, under the guidance of the
great head of the church, we have considered it our duty to lay
before you, in form, the following suggestions and overtures,

You cannot but be aware of having a number of friends who
earnestly and sincerely desire your permanent settlement in this
city. As a nucleus of these, and to make a basis of action, we
have taken it upon ourselves to call upon you in this way, in the
hope you may consider our overtures, and that the supreme
direction may guide your steps hitherward.

While the city of Brooklyn is proverbial for its many and well
supported churches of several denominations, it must be manifest
to you that those of our denanination have not been conspicuous
nor eninently successful among them. It may not be well to
venture upon any reasons for this, but seeing the fact, rather to
seek the path of duty, to the end, with God's blessing upon our
efforts, that our church may find a more elevated position, and
larger sphere of usefulness in the cause of the Redeemer,

We cannot but feel it was through God's merciful interposition,
you came to Brooklyn, and for several months past have so
faithfully ministered in spiritual things to all of us, and many
others, whereby an expiring lamp has begun to burn brightly, and
to give pramise of still better days. It is true we cannot yet
present ourselves to you in the matured strength we could wish;
but, remembering that the Saviour took little children in his
arns and blessed them—we rely, in faith, upon a blessing in
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store for us, if we prayerfully seek it, and for his glory
caonbine our works with our faith,

Our already large and still rapidly increasing population; its
marked church going character; and highly creditable observance
of the Sabbath and the Sanctuary, seem to lay before us an anple
field for our success: therefore, while we aim to include the
congregation of the Central Church, we propose, for obvious
reasons,to take up an entirely new enterprise and church
organisation, under your pastoral charge (if you will authorize
it), and without any unnecessary delay, purchase a proper
location, procure the necessary plans to be adopted (all with
your good counsel and approval), and erect a church edifice.
Towards the cost of all this we are prepared to guaranty by our
own subscriptions, and of such others as we may be enabled to
associate with us, a sum of not less than Twenty five thousand
Dollars: and we may add, as the result of our deliberations, we
have strong confidence that any debt which may remain upon the
property, will be paid off within a reasonable time after it
shall be ready for occupation.

We have also deliberated upon the necessary provision to be
made for your own support in the settlement proposed, and feel
ourselves justified in naming the sum of Four thousand Dollars
per annum. If this latter suggestion may seen to you as abruptly
approached, or out of place at this early stage of our overture,
we pray you will excuse it when we say, we have felt it to be a
connecting link in the chain of our duty, to assure you of our
disposition and detemmination to provide a confortable and
cheerful fireside for our spiritual teacher, while a bountiful
Providence affords us such to ourselves.

Having now laid the desires of our hearts and purposes of our
hands before you, we cheerfully leave oursel\:res to your prayers
and the answer you shall receive fram on high. And subscribe
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Page from the consistory minutes transcribing
Dr. Bethune's response to the call.
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ourselves,

Reverend and Dear Sir,
Very faithfully,
Your friends and servants,
J. H. Brower
A. L. Reid
John T. Moore
Gerrit Smith
B. B. Blydenhburgh

Dr. Bethune's Reply

New York, May 20, 1850

J. H. Brower,
A. L. Reid,

John T. Moore,
Gerrit Smith,

B. B. Blydenburgh, Esgs.
Gentlemen!

Your very kind communication of the 15th inst. reached me on
Saturday, and this is the first opportunity afforded me to
reply.

I cannot adequately express my deep gratitude for the
friendship and regard shown me in the overtures which you have
made, - and the very handsove terms in which they have been
transnitted; but must content myself with giving you my hearty
and lasting thanks, My pleasure is lessened by a conviction that
you have greatly over rated my ability to serve you and a fear,
that, should such an arrangement be consummated, you may be
disappointed in its results.
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At the same time I am strongly disposed, relying upon His
blessing without whom we can do nothing and by whose help we can
do all things which he asks at our hands, to unite in the
enterprise you propose for the advancament of his cause and the
glory of his name.

The experience which I have had in affairs similar, warns me
that no small patience and energy will be necessary to bring
about, under the divine blessing, a successful issue. Especially
is it necessary that as little debt (external to the association
of those originating the schame) as possible should remain upon
the property, and, therefore, while I highly estimate the
generous zeal manifested by your guarantee of the large sum named
in your proposal, I am constrained to say that I think it
insufficient to put the parties engaged beyond trouble, risk, and
embarrassment, though I am prepared to trust confidently in the
determined courage and farther liberality of yourselves,

The edifice, with its entire furniture, should be declared paid
for before the pews are offered to purchasers. Persons of good
means are cautious in entering congregations whose liabilities
are considerable. With the sum you name, the debt (including
price of land) will be scarcely less that $15,000 or $16,000. The
original subscribers will acquire a large portion of the best
pews in consideration of the sums which they may advance; and
beyond them, the balance will require a sale of pews to at least
thirty purchasers at an average of $500 each. The sale of these
will probably be slow, and the linterest renain chargeable upon
the incaome. From the start the expenses will be large, as it
will be, to my mind, indispensable that a considerable annual sum
should be appropriated to the music (which must be of the best
order), and other essentials of comfort and convenience. If to
these and the salary of the minister, be added an interest of a
thousand Dollars or more, we shall not for same time at least, I
fear, be able to meet the damand from the regular income of the
church. The consequence will be a necessity for further loans or
donations, and a restriction or encrouchrent upon those charities
to the general cause of religion which constitute a principal
part of the usefulness at which we aim in such an enterprise.
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Nor can it be doubted that the deficit will have to be raised
fram yourselves, gentlemen, in whole or in part, and this with a
diminished likelihood of reimbursement. Am I not right,
therefore, in suggesting that it would be far better to meet the
difficulty, which must be met soonér or later, at once if
possible. Should my estimate of cost and expenses be correct,
the concern must owe some one, or more--whan should it owe? To
whom is it most creditable that it should be indebted? Is hot
the chance of reimbursement far more probable by having the
property in the hands of the original projectors and their
associates? The moral effect upon the community of such a method
would be great enough to carry your plan to success at once.

It may be said in reply that the success of the enterprise is
highly probable—still unforseen as are the events of Providence,
there is some risque—who should bear it, but those who make it?
And as a business transaction (which in a pecuniary sense it is)
will not payment be more advantageous than endorsement? In
addition to this my experience tells me that it will be highly
inexpedient to hurry the sale of the pews beyond a ocertain
limit. The first rush to a new church does not always include
only the most desirable constituency of a church—we had better
take time to select as far as possible: if in no other way, by
the prices of pews—thus putting the determination of applicants
to the test: not forgetting in all this the moral duty of
respecting the moderate abilities of many long associated with
the present church, all of whom you will desire to have with
you. I should hope that ultimately the whole list of pews may
bring perhaps ten thousand Dollars, perhaps more, over the entlre
cost. You should, I think, in your estimate of the value or
rather price of the pews, aim as high. LIttle is gained 1n
church matters by rating too low the eligible pews. You do not
propose a missionary church, but a strong church which shall
support missions. Far better, therefore, sell slowly to persons
who will contribute strength, than fill the pews with others by a
hasty cheap sale. In the material building, time must be given
for the foundation and the walls to settle as they rise:—iso0
should it be with the church and congregation. Yet if there be
any considerable debt, time will cost interest, 1 have been
engaged in two similar enterprises with as good prospects and
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should live. The earnest wish of my heart is to preach the
Gospel in the power of its simplicity, relying upon the divine
blessing vouchsafed to the prayers of his people, whose we are
and whom we serve. I can truly, yet with consciousness of my
infirmities, say that there is nothing on earth I desire so much
as the glory of our Lord in the upbuilding of the church which he
has redeened by his most precious blood. To that branch of his
kingdan on earth, to which we belong, my loyalty and attachment
is strong, and I earnestly desire to have charge of a church in
which all the usages of our denamination may be faithfully
maintained. The assurance of your hearty cooperation in such a
purpose, 1S my encouraganent to join in the good work which you
propose, Let us pray for his blessing and his guidance in our
efforts to obtain it for Christ's sake.

1 have been compelled to write in haste, not being willing to
delay my reply until after my return fram Boston, whither I go in
the morning. You will, therefore, regard all I have said in the
candour of brethren wham I love and trust.

Believe me, my dear friends, with great regard and truth,

Yours in the Gospel of Christ,

George W. Bethune.
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presioent’s page(fs)
by Rev. Jack Klunder

As I sit down to write this page it is the dead of winter
once again in Michigan. Although we are making plans for events
which will come to fruition this spring, for the most part, it is
pretty guiet. Personally, I experienced a very gratifying thing
this past week, namely, the completion of my Th.D. thesis. The
culmination of four years of work was sent off via the U.S.
postal System just a few days ago.

The thesis centered on the subject of Reformed preaching in
the Dutch churches of the Colonial period in U. S. history. I
chose four primary representatives and, based upon the extant
sermons which I was able to locate, I wrote an analysis of the
covenant doctrine and the method of application found in the
senmons.,

Although much of the work is technical (and, therefore, of
little appeal to popular readership) some practical things did
emerge. One of these was a fresh look at the controversial T. J.
Frelinghuysen.

Very briefly allow me a quick summary of my thoughts,
First, 1 believe that Frelinghuysen was not the villain which
much contemporary scholarship has made him out to be. If
early reports on his work exagerated the case in his favor, works
of late have done so in a negative vein. Secondly, I trace a
historical line of thinking to which Frelimghuysen was indebted
that arose in Pietistic circles in Burope a century earlier.
Thirdly, 1 try to show that he was simply acting on historical
precedent - a precedent with which he had been born and raised.
The significance of this perspective is simply that by
understanding the historical/theological context of the man a
better appreciation can be gained for his motives in his
ministry,

Why is that important? Primarily focr the sake of good
scholarship; but expecially at this time in our history, as we
prepare to celebrate 200 years of theological education in this
country, let us be fair to those who had a vision for this
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development. Frelinghuysen was an early proponent of this
training and he ought to be recognized for his contribution, in
spite of certain theological excesses. Well, all that just to
make a point that I feel somewhat strongly about! HNext issue
I'll be back to relating Society news. Until then, God bless
you!

SOCIETY NEWS
ELECTIONS
There were two nominations made for President and Vice-President
and they were for the current officers. Both are eligible for
another term and so Jack Klunder is nominated for President and
Nella Kennedy for Vice President. Votes should be received in
New Brunswick by March 31,

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN ALBANY???

The Rensselaerswyck Chapter of the Society will be sponsoring a
special program on March 25 at the Albany Institute of History
and Art. The program will include a tour of the "Dutch in Two
Worlds" (the exhibit fram Sage Library, New Brunswick Seminary) .,

The program will begin at 2:00 at the Institute, located at 125
Washington Avenue, Albany. If you would like further information
about the program or would like to attend, contact Rev. Joseph
Loux in Guilderland Center, NY, at (518) 861-8031 or Shirley
Carman in Schenectady, NY, at (518) 355-2439.
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Annual Report 1983

by Russell L. Gasero

There is a saying, "Time passes quickly when you're having
Well, this year must have been exceptionally enjoyable
For the Archives it was a

fun.”
because it certainly passed quickly.

blities and tasks this past year. Funding has been secured
through 1985 with equal shares of support from the General Synod,
the General Program Council and the New Brunswick Theological

busy and challenging year. Seminary. In return for this Support from the seminary, the
archivist is editing New Brunswick's Bicentennial Alumni
The renovation of the Sage Library was completed and the Directory. This project has also enabled the Archives to begin

Archives were returned to their newly designed home. The new
storage facilities for the Archives include three separate
storage areas and an office/work room. This has resulted in an
increase of storage space of approximately two and one half
times. The storage areas are now located apart from research
areas and the locked doors provide a more controlled access to
the records. In addition, new climate control equipment provides
a more precise level of temperature and humidity control than was
previously possible.

Getting accustomed to the new surroundings, getting the
Archives unpacked, and getting work habits back to normal has
taken some time, but I am ready to face 1984 with some major
programs and activities.

The plans for the Reformed Church Heritage Fund have been
worked out and the program will be launched this year, The
Heritage Fund seeks to raise a $750,000 endowment FEor the
archives by the end of 1988. Initial contributions from local
churches total $2,500. This is far from our goal, but it is the
funding necessary to begin the drive and we are grateful to the
churches which have contributed to our initial asking.

But all has not been well for 1983. For some reason there
has been a decline in Society membership. Our committed corps of
supporters remains, but total membership has declined for the
year past. Nonetheless, the response during General Synod
resulted in the largest increase at a single event. We received
over 20 new members this year in Pella. So, I think we are still
on a firm foundation, but member recruitment remains one of our
greatest needs. 1In a church of 230,000+ active menbers we should
be able to generate a larger membership than 300,

The Archives has taken on a number of additional responsi-
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computerizing some of the work which will greatly facilitate
information retrieval in the future. The use of this computer
equipment has greatly eased the task of publishing Historical
Highlights and will be useful for several upcoming publication
ventures.,

The newest program to be approved by the Commission on
History is the appointment of Regional Associate Archivists,
This program was undertaken by recommnendation of the General
Synod of 1983. In effect we will seek to appoint individuals
throughout the denomination who will have the responsibility to
assist the archivist in locating appropriate documents for the
archives. Most of the work will involve visiting local churches
and assisting in the transfer of their records to the Archives.

It has been a exciting year. The changes have been many and
the challenges equally great. The future looks bright and the
Office of Historical Services will be making a positive contribu-
tion to the work of the Reformed Church in America. A major
project of 1984, will be the establishment of the Center for
Early Dutch American Studies and the publication of the Dutch
American Genealogist, The Center will be funded entirely from

outside sources and will represent an outreach beyond Reformed
Church circles.,

Other projects will involve several new publications and a
program at General Synod, which will be held in New Brunswick in
1984. Historical Highlights will be publishing more source
naterial as a means of making some of the informational content
of the Archives available to researchers. As always, your
sugyestions and contributions are needed and will be appreciated.
By working together we can make sure the heritage of the
Reformed Church is preserved and used in a responsible and
meaning ful manner,
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us in bringing us safe to land, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, of the London
Mission at Shanghai. He read the 107th Psalm, a portion of which,
twenty-three to thirty-one had become very dear to me and
indelibly fixed in memory with the experience of a few days
previous, the 7th of Nov, when a severe S W gale or tempest lay
heavily on us all day, and we but a few miles from a lee shore.
Our vessel being small and loaded very deep, with an inefficient
crew, we felt our preservation from alarm and danger to have been
God's goodness and favor towards us. Well might 1 feel when
mingling with these brethren in a song of praise, a heart too
full for utterance, and had I said anything, what language so
appropriate as "Oh that men would praise the Lord for his
goodness and his wonderful works to the children of men!"

1 felt to bear witness to the faithfulness of God, and to say
that the charge God had given to the church at home in committing
us to his care he had kept! He had brought us from one band of
praying Christians and delivered us to another. Our way had been
compassed with prayer and in answer to it we had been thus far
brought in safety to our desired haven. It was a comforting
thought on board ship that friends on shore were praying for us;
and during that gale especially did we believe the Brethren here
would remember us, and we were assured by them that they had with
a great deal of anxiety. Thus has God favored us in bringing us
to this land of our desires and future labors.

Since arriving here, we have been most comfortably settled with
Dr. Hepburn, and will live with him till the return of Mrs.
Hepburn. Our impressions of Japan are, as those of all who have
ever visited it, of the most favorable nations., Its beauty is
greatly enhanced in contrast with China. Its resemblance, in many
respects, to our own Country is much greater - and yet there is
no land like our own, our native land. This only appears really
beautiful as we fancy some resemblance with scenes at home. Yet
as a healthy field of missionary labor it has no equal in the
world!l It is becoming a great sanatarium of the East. Mr. and
Mrs. Wilson, e.g. of whom I have spoken, were ordered home on
account of Mrs. W's ill health., They have been here but about
six weeks and Mrs. Wilson has become enticely better of her
disease, and attained a vigor that was astonishing. They have
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now returned to begin a new mission at Hang Kow on the Yangtze,
700 miles inland; and have the prospect of not only a most
inviting field of labor, but good health to accomplish it,

The oppressiveness of the damp moist air of Shamghai seans most
infavorable to Missions there. Two families of their Mission who
came out with them but two years ago, went home out of health
while we were there. And all the Missionaries there complain
from the same cause. While it an important parct in other
respects, and Missions there should be maintained, I think we as
a church may congratulate ourselves on the great healthiness,
comparatively, of our Mission Stations. Causes also prevail
which may change in favor of the healthiness of a station. Amoy
was at its first opening considered, 1 believe, very unhealthy,
now it is considered the most healthy of Southern China. We in
this land are very favored indeed, having no need of thought of
health and the means of delightful exercise so ready at harnd.

In respect to the people our impressions are mingled. Sorrow,
when we see so civilized and ingenious a people calling so
constantly on dumb idols. Hope, when we consider their readiness
to receive anything superior to their own customs and
intelligence to perceive it. Holy joy, when we consider what a
devoted and charming people they would become were they
Christians; great joy beforehand, as we look forward to that day
when it shall surely be done. Fear, and weak faith, when we
consider the long and powerful hold their system of government
has had upon them, and the difficulty of any innovation that
would weaken it, Christianity, it must be feared, would tend to
elevate the lower class and in that case impair the authority of
the ruling class, amd eventually destroy the feudal system of the
empire, Hope and joy, however, preponderate,

At present we have all we can do in the way of preparation and no
persons ever had more delightful opportunity for studying a
language., Our situtation with our Missionary Brethren is most
delightful. Mr. Brown's family in its every member, even down to
little tottie, contributing a great part to it; and Dr., Hepburn,
with whom we reside, is well known as a noble Christian
gentleman, of amniable manners, and a devoted student; a
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Mrs. Samuel Robbins Brown

benefactor in his profession, daily having patients come to our
h(_iusg, and of good ability to give counsel and instruction in
Misslonary operations, from long acquaintance with Missionaries,
and experience in pioneer Missions.

of Eoreign residence society here, there is sufficient to make it
attractive, and useful to cultivate, Our religious privileges
are very great. Though we meet in the parlor of the English
Consolate, the English Church not yet being erected, we feel that
we have a place where God mects with and blesses his people,
91ving us great joy in uniting and worshiping God with the repre-
sentatives of so many different nations. The English Minister
Mr. Alcock, is always present when on visit to Yokohama, M;
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present his body guard and other BEnglish soldiers attend, giving
it a military aspect. The Dutch Counsel, Americans, English and
Scotch, Black men looking as respectable as any, and one
Japanese, Mr. Brown's servant. Mr. Brown regularly officiates,
Miss Brown plays the Melodian, and the singing would do credit to
many of our most favored congregations. During Mr. Brown's
absence Mr. Wilson preached,

Yesterday week, lst Dec. I preached my first sermon in Japan, and
on the afterncon of the same day administered the Lord's Supper
to our Mission families and this[?] gentlemen besides in Dr,
Hepburn's family at Kanagawa. The day was infavorable or several
others would have been over. We have Sabbath...(?)...prayer
meetings in Mr. Brown's, and here we have great spiritual feasts,
surely we sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
Thursday evenings, also, in the same place, several young men
attend from off the English Men of War lying in the Harbor or
that do business in Yokohama.

1 fear you envy us our rich privileges in this our Nation's day
of calamity. But no! We realize all the distress and difficulty
at home, and feel that here we know not what shall yet befall us.
And yet we feel we are a garden walled around with walls of
Salvation and while we long and pray that God would remove all
that opposes the progress of his gospel in this land and every
land, and would give us strength to do all our might to roll on
the car of salvation. Yet while we may not do this, we will seek
to pacify our own...(?)...and be drawn in closer bonds with
Christ. Our time of trial may come, and we know not how soon.
Indeed we dwell in a great deal of insecurity in this land.
Nothing but our character and God's governing power makes us
dwell in safety.

Last Sabbath was a day of peculiar favor in our privileges. Mr.
Brown arrived on Saturday, bringing with him Mrs. Dr. Bridgman
and Dr. and Mrs. McCartee. Mrs. Bridgman deeply afflicted in the
loss of her husband. When we left (0Oct 22d) he was in almost
youthful vigor of health. A few days after he sickened and
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strong light of day ask, "Am I acting nobly for Christ?" Pput the
height of the claims of Christ in comparison with any other,
"Father or Mother, houses or lands," and the greatness of the
glory to be enhanced thereby, and second to the individual self
and to others, and what cause will compete with that of the
conversion of the world? 0, the dignity and favor of being
counted worthy to be put into the ministry, of being a worker
together with Godl

But I wonder, I am carried back in mind to the time when the
missionary desire first arose in my own mind, [?] if not
antecedent to conversion. And as I know how it was fostered, 1
would fain turn the mind of some other young brother now to ask
that the mantel of the last departed might fall on him. And is
it not scriptural? Did not Elisha so meet and with heaven's
blessing? Did not the spirit of Elijah rest upon Elisha? Go
thou, my brother and do likewise, and a double portion of the
same spirit shall rest upon you and "you shall go before the
Lord in the power and spirit of Elisha."

Dr. and Mrs. McCartee were en route for home via San Francisco,
but by our united request will tarry here awhile at least, to try
the beneficial effects of this climate and thus be saved to their
mission in China or become missionaries here, Their knowledge of
Chinese is invaluable to [?] and is in fact the right way to
acquire this language. They are young in spirits, but Dr's
health has been impaired by intense application in China. Mr.
Brown himself, whom I believe you have never seen, 15 a great
deal changed from when I last saw him at home. He is in good
health but has grown older in appearance. He is a most excellent
Father in a Mission and is in all this community, Today, it
would be safe to say nearly all Yokohama have called to see him.
He preached yesterday and all our exercises were very delightful.
Enough of sympathy for the beloved widow in our midst to make our
hearts tender and us all to feel more the sympathy of Christ in
all the griefs that atflict his people. With warmest love to
you, and to the many Christian friends who we trust have constant
remenbrance of us before God, We are most affectionately,
Yours in the service of Christ,
James W. Ballagh
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Out of the Stacks

Notes from the Archivist's Desk

On October 9, 1983, members of the Boylan Family presented an
engraving of Rev. John Spencer Cannon to the Archives. Mr.
william Boylan was pleased to deposit this framed portrait in its
proper hame. Rev. Cannon was Professor of Ecclesiastical
History, Church Government, and Pastoral Theology at New
Brunswick Theological Seminary from 1826 to 1852, During this
period he also served as Professor of Metaphysics and Philosophy
of the Human Mind at Rutgers College. Dr. Cannon was born in
Curacoa, Dutch West Indies, on January 28, 1776. He studied
theology under Froeligh and Livingston and was licensed by the
Classis of Hackensack in 1796. Dr. Cannon was the President of
the General Synod in 1813 and in 1820 and served the Six Mile Run
and Millstone congregations in New Jersey. The lithograph was
produced by Sarony and Major, New York, and dedicated to the
General Synod's Sabbath School Union in 185@.

The Archives also accessioned a Psalm book and Catechism
printed in 1792 which was a gift from Mrs. Ruth Perry Stevens.
Mrs. Stevens, a member of the Historical Society, states that the
Psalm book belonged to John Collerd (whose name is engraved on
the cover). She was pleased to send it back "to the best home it
could possibly have.,"

These two accessions illustrate the idea of the Archives as the
"memory" of the church. Repeatedly, we have received gifts which
individuals have sent "home" for preservation. 1t is a joy to
have these documents and artifacts which offer a concrete
connection with the saints who have preceeded us in the life and
mission of the church. The spiritual bond has always been there,
but these items make that bond so much more apparent and real.

L]
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Byl advice to walk ;
Nor flands in Ganers ways, nor fits
Where mea profanely talk !

2 But makes the perfett law of God

His bus'nels and delighi ;
Dzvoutly reads tbersin by dav,
And mediates by might. -
A

3 Like fome fair tree, which, fed by Rreams

\With timely fruit does bend, = 7 -

He il thall Mourith, and fuccels - ="~ %
All his defigns autend. W ‘
4 Uncedly men, and their attempis, - T

No lafting root thall find ;
Untimely blafled, and difpers'd,
Like chal belore the wind.

5 Their guile thall flrike the wicked Jumb
Belore their Judge's face; ' 1
No formal hypacrites Thall then,
Among the (aints lave place,
6 For God approves the jult man's ways;
To happinefs they tend : B
But finners, and the paths they tread,
Shall both in ruin end.
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The Reformed Church n

Greenpoint, Brooklyn

by Rev. Donald Mader

when the Reformed Dutch Church at Green Point was founded in
May of 1848, the Reformed Church as an institution had already
been present in the area for nearly 200 years. In fact, the
peformed Church had been a presence in Greenpoint long before
there was a community of that npame, and there had been a day when
all the residents of the area had been its members.

In 1654, Pieter Stuyvesant, the peg-legged governor of the
Dutch West India Company's colony of New Netherlands ordered the
division of Brooklyn into parishes, probably motivated by his
desire to strengthen the colony against British attack by
imposing religious uniformity. On one side, Stuyvesant's zeal
led to the imprisonment of John Bowne of Flushing, and later,
through the Flushing Remonstrance, to the first guarantees of
freedan of worship in America; more quickly, it led to the
establishment of three Dutch churches in Brooklyn, which

'_71}] =

gix Dutch towms
of Brooklyn.
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previously had none. The three Dutch churches founded in 1654
were Flatbush, Flatlands and Bushwick; until six years later, in
1660, the inhabitants of Brooklyn proper were still expected to
row over to the Dutch church in the fort on lower Manhattan. By
the time Brooklyn itself had a «church, one further
congregation--Gravesend—had been organized, anil of the Ffive,
four survive to this day. Only Bushwick, the parish which
concerns us, is gone.

The town of Bushwick, also patented by Governor Stuyvesant in
1660 upon the request of fourteen Frenchnen with a Dutchman, like
the parish, covered all of Brooklyn north of a line roughly
following first Flushing Avenue and then Broadway, including what
is now Bushwick, Williamsburgh, and Greenpoint and parts of
Ridgewood and Maspeth. A rural community, the town's center, if
it could be said to have one, was the parish church, which stood
near what is today the intersection of Metropolitan Avenve,
Bushwick Avenue, Humboldt Street and Woodpoint Road. The parish's
most famous building, shown in the engraving from a drawing by
Cornelia Meeker was popularly termed the "Haystack" because of
its octagonal shape and damed roof, a common design for early
putch churches. The street running across the bottan of the
engraving is now Metropolitan Avenue; opening behind the Tashwick
Hotel on the left is Conselyea Street; following the fence line
to the left of the church is what is now Humboldt Street, and the
path with the Figures is now Woodpoint Road. After leaving their
“"Haystack" church in 1829, the congregation worshipped in several
other buildings in the area, under the names of 0ld Bushwick or
Woodpoint Reformed Church, until they closed in 1919, with the

sour observation to Classis that though they had tried, there
were "no longer any of our people" in the area.
Woodpoint Road was the path to Greenpoint proper. The earliest

mention of Greenpoint is recorded in the agresment for its
purchase from the Maspetches Indians by the Dutch West India
Caompany in 1638. In that day, the area was quite literally a
"point", a peninsula bounded on the north and northeast by

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Newtown Creek and Dutch Kills and the salt marshes they
drained, on the west by the East River, and on the south by a
much larger Bushwick Creek, which cut in below Quay Street along
North l4th and North 15th Streets almost to Driggs Avenue and a
salt marsh that was later drained and filled to become McCarran
Park. The point's only attachment to the rest of Brooklyn was a
narrow neck of land along the line of Driggs Avenue between what
are now Lorimer and Humboldt Streets. Woodpoint Road, which
meandered back south from its present terminus at Kingsland
Avenue to the eastern edge of the neck, there split into a road
crossing the neck to the head of Bushwick Creek and a lane which
continued north into Greenpoint, ending among the northerly famms
about ab Freenan and Manhattan Avenues.

Even as late as the American Revolution, a century after the
British had, as Stuyvesant feared, ended his rule, this peninsula
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was home to no more than five families, all of then related and
descendants of one of the Frenchmen of the petition, (These
"Frenchmen" were actually either Huguenots, members of the Fren-h
Reformed Church who had fled to Holland for safety, or wWalle ns,
French speaking inhabitants of the southern provinces of the old
Netherlands, today the country of Belgium, and an area praminent
in the formation of the Dutch Reformed Church, thus not quite as
foreign as they may seem.) The first recorded
Greenpoint, however, was one Dirck Volckertsen, or Dirck the
Norman, a Scandinavian who in 1646 built 4 hone on the banks of
Bushwick Creek near the spot where Calyer and Franklin Streets
intersect. Norman Avenue commemorates his presence today. In
1653 Dirck sold the northern portion of the peninsula - roughly
above Greenpoint Avenus - ko Jacob Hay, whose daughter Maria
inherited the land. She married Captain Pieter Praa, a man of
Huguenot extraction whose family had fled to the Netherlands for
religious reasons. Pieter and Maria Praa built their hame on the
land inherited from her father, near where Freaman Strest and
MacGuinness Boulevard today cross. Before his death, Praa had
purchasai all of the Norman's land, and owned most of what is
today Long Island City as well.

settler in

It is here that other Frenchmen enter the picture, for Praa had
no sons, only daughters. One, Elizabeth, married Jan Meserole; a
second, Christina, married David Provoost; a third, Annetti,
married William Bennet. By 1776, all five families in Greenpoint
were descended from Praa through these marriages: Jacobus Calyer
(whose wife Janitie was a daughter of Jan Meserole) lived in the
Norman's old house; Jonathan Provoost (son of David) lived in
Praa's old home; Jacob Bennet (son of William), whose farm was
the northernmost in Greenpoint, lived near the intersection of
Clay and Franklin Streets; Abraham Meserole (son of Jan) lived
near where India and Java Streets end at the East River; and
Jacob Meserole (also a son of .Jan), whose home between Manhattan
Avenue and [orimer Street near Norman Avenue was demolishad in
the 1920's for the Meserole Theatre.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16)
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Notes & Queries
by Daniel Meeter

All big bells should have their own names, fThe largest loll in
England is Great Paul, and it hangs in St. Paul's Cathedral in
London, quite naturally. Great George is in Liverpool, and Great
Tom lives in the Cathedral at Oxford. The most famous bell in the
world has a right to feel jealous. A great many folk think thal
the name "Big Ben" rifers to the huge clock in the tower that
stands above the Houses of Parliament. Actually the clock is
unnamed, and "Big Ben" is properly the name of the great bell
inside that rings the hours.

Do any of your church bells have nanes? [ imagine that if you
do a little digging and dusting-off, you might find that the bell
that hangs in your steeple has a .nane, Be sure to bring a
flashlight, and climb up to the bell-chamber, and inspect the
outside of the bell itself.

If you have neglected to give your bell a name, well, then
you're in for sonz Eun! Tell your consistory to sponsor a "Hane
the Bell" contest. (N.B. Bells are traditionally given masculine
names.) And some future Sunday have a Lell-naming ceranony.

Our little church here in South River has twd b2lls hung in its
cocky little steeple., Not only do they have their own names
inscribed on them, but also tixw: nanes of their Godparents.
(Having Godparents is a matter of great seriousness anng
Hungarians. Some of my parishioners were concerned for my infanl
daughter's welfare when my wife and I enlisted no godparents for
her.)

Our two bells wear their nanes proudly. Their names are
Hungarian (last nane first): Rakoczy Gyorgy is the larger one and

Bethlen Gabor is the smaller, I just call them George and
Gabriel. Their two namesakes are great heroes of Hunjarian

11
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(GREENPOINT--CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7)

gven well after the Revolution these families continued to live
a conservative and secluded life. John Meserole, a son of
Abraham, had been imprisoned by the British as a rebel during the
war, and there had been ceasures of supplies by British troops,
but the war generally passed them by. Sailing down the East
River to New York (whose northernmost extremity would not pass
the site of the City Hall until two decades into the 1800's) to
sell their produce, and walking or riding along Woodpoint Road to
the Dutch Church, where their children were baptized and their
dead buried, years passed quietly. One source records that until
nearly 1800, the Dutch language continued to be used by these
families at home and in worship. And, according to Felter's
"Historic Greenpoint," all these families remained slave-holders
until 1824 when New York State freed all slaves within its
bounds.

Thus, for two centuries Ffron its purchase from the Indians
until 1838, Greenpoint remained isolated. In the latter year the
first highway was driven through Greenpoint, running along what
is now Franklin Street. Williamsburgh had grown up to the south,
and Astoria was developing to the north; the Williamsburgh and
Astoria Turnpike, bridging both Bushwick and HNewtown Creeks,
would connect them, Wibhin two years a general store and a
tavern were built along Franklin Street near Abraham Meserole's
home. By the middle of the next decade, a small community had
sprung up in the area, requiring its own churches,

(NOTES/QUERIES—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11)

played, you hear no tunes or melodies, but "“changes," that is,
infinite variations of bells played in and out of sequence, The
bells are properly rung, and not struck, and the effect is
altogether different than that of a carillon and beautiful in its
own way. The handbells that have become very popular with church
handb=11 choirs were developed so that English 'changeringers"
could practice their variations without alarming the populace or
broadcasting their mistakes.

16
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FLASHES

EDITOR'S NOTE: All in all, eight issues of this
Hicentennial Newsletter have been planned. The
historical emphases have been focused on successive
thirty-year periods, beginning with 1784. Tssue Eight
will include a& "Look Ahead”. We thank Dr. lNoward
Hageman, who contributed aerticles for Issues One, Two,
and Five, end Dr. John Beardslee, who contributed to
Tssues Three and Four.

WATCHH YOUR MAILS! On or about May 1, dectailed
information describing the gala September Bicentennial
Weckend will be mailed to all the people on the
Seminary's wmalling list. We are sending the
information early so that you can plan to be with us
for the entire September 28--October 1 period
(Fri.-Hon.)!

GENERAI. SYNOD IS COMING to New Brunswick in
celebration of the Seminary's 200th Anniversary.
Special events include a Tuesday evening, June 5,
dinner plus 8 special historical production that same
night. Further information and Registration Forms will
be mailed to you shortly.

Lecturer, writer, editor of
Apuntes, Juslo Gonzalez is a recog-
nized historian of Christian
thought (particularly past and pre-
sent Hispanic theology). Ha has
written 30 books and some 250 ar-
ticles! Don't miss him when he

lectures at the Seminury on Wed- DR. JOHN H. RAVEN
nesday, March 28. PROFESSOR OF OLD TESTAMENT
CIRCA 1905
published by

New Brunswick Theologlcal Semlnary
Bicentennial Commlttee
The Rev, Douglas Fromm, Chalrperson

Please send notlces or submlsslons for the NEW BRUNSW'CK NUMBEH
Blcentennlal Newsletter to:
Rev. Rand A Paabodys Edl7er BICENTENNIAL A";‘éﬁ_

Rt. 4 Box 549

ﬁ:l’;i???;i?ﬁf' e e APR 1 7 103 NEWSLETTER 1984
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Marian Ewing

Women's Auxiliary Representative
To The NBTS

Bicentennial Committee

Since 1952, the Women's Auxiliacy
of New Brunswick Theological Seminary has been very
active in carrying out the goals and purposes for which
it was founded. These are to serve as hostesses at
social functions and to help improve the 1livinog
conditions of the students.

In this Bicentennial year, we look back with pride on
sll the improvements and changes at the Seminary to
which we have been able to contribute. Our latest
project was providing new drapes for all the apartments
in Scudder Hall. The original goals have been
stretched to help the Seminary with refurbishing parts
of Zwemer Hall - which indeed improves the daily life
of the students. Gifts from women's organizations in
our churches have provided the funds to make these
improvements.

The Auxiliary arranged for the purchase of the
Bicentennial Mugs the Alumni/se are selling for the
celebration.

Our own project is selling Armetale plates and bread
trays inscribed with the Bicentennial logo. These
plates are similar to pewter, but they are lighter, and
do not tarnish. They are aveilable at the Seminary
Bookstore and will be available at General Synod in
June and during the Bicentenniel Weekend, September
28-30. The 9 1/4 inch plate is polished and sells for
$15.00. The bread tray is also 9 1/4 inches long,
matte (dull) finished and sells for $12.50. There is a
$2.50 charge for mailing and handling.

We are grateful to the women in the Eastern Synods who
have enabled us to do so much for the Seminary. They
always seem to be happy to serve as hostesses, and they
will be present at many Bicentennial events.
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1900-1929

New Brunswick Seminary entered the 20th century with
high hopes. It pgrented its new professor of 0ld
Testament, John Raven, a sabbatical for Ffurther study
in Burope, the first in our history. Dr. Demarest, the
energetic professor of Church History, insugurated =a
program for the creation of Memorial Alcoves in Gardner
Sage Library with a stained gless window in each.
Perhaps best of all, in 1906, "the sea of red mud”
known as Seminary Place was paved by the city.

By 1911, however, there was sizable sludent discontent
over what seemed to be an incompetent faculty. Various
changes in the make-up of the teaching staff and the
addition of guest lecturers did not wholly solve the
problem. By 1920, this discontent and the effects of
World War I hed reduced the student body to 25.

The sltuation was so serious that in 1922 General
Synod appointed & special committee to determine
whether New Brunswick should be closed, or else merged
with Western or Princeton, or whether some dusl program
with Western should be developed. In 1923, that
committee reported that while the Seminary should be
continued, in view of dissatisfaction with the faculty
a new Board of Managers should be created and a
full-time President appointed. The person chosen was
Dr. Demarest, the former professor of Church History,
who in 1924 was retiring as President of Rutgers. When
he became Seminary President, enrollment had recached an
all-time low of 13.

During Lthe 10 yesrs of his administration, Or.
Demerest managed a remarkable revival. The faculty was
largely replaced and enlarged by the creation of a
chair of Christian Education; an impressive list of
guest lecturers was added to the staff; all of the
buildings on campus wece renovated; Lthe school was
incorporated; and, an effective program of continuing
education in various centers was organized. Most
notably, Gardner Sage Library was enlarged by the
addition of the Wessells Building in 1929 (See pgs. 4&5)

~~Dr. Howard Hageman
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Wessells Memoﬂal_ _and Van fe_r_ll Alcovg 19

o

An Audio-Visual Room constitutes the remainder of the
second floor, with its aedded classroom space and
additional room for rare books.

To former students, the basement of the Wessolls
addition will be most interesting. A permanent
exhibition area has been created, with study rooms on
each side and a comfortable lounge facing a large open
patio. There is also & staff lounge surrounded with
book stacks, making the area that was once shunned by
students & vital part of the library. The decor of
sharply contrasting white and black, with cich,
light-grained wood in shelving and furniture, mekes for
pleasant study surroundings.

The familier main reading room has become just that,
with all the staff moved to other parts of the
library. Cosmetic changes have been instituted, with

Librarian Leroy Engelhardt Describes Sage Renovation indirect lighting. Each balcony alcove has become a
The Cerdner A. Sege Library is the recipient of the semi-private study area.
birthdey gifts of the church. As we celebrate the
200th  enniverssry of New Brunswick Theological Its newness points toward the next century. As we
Seminary, the gifts have been used to refurbish the 8lso adapt to the computer-aided hi-tech ege, closer
library for the benefit of present and future students. ties to Rutgers will open vast data bases to serve the
The original library entrance faced Seminary Place. church and its world of scholarship into the next
Persons are now directed to e new entrance at the century.
opposite end of the building, which provides casy
access to the Bishop Place vehicular entrance. What a fitting birthday gift by the Church for the
Inside, one is struck with the clean line, and with Church!

the openness and natural light of the building. Just
inside the entrance, one can, at a glance, see the
major clements that announce the function of the
place. The cireculation desk dominates the atrium under
the skylight. The public catelog stands to each side,
providing easy access to library information. The
reference area and periodical scction are inviting and
well used. The technical services and administration
offices are conveniently located. The aree also
includes new rare book space with climate control.
This has long been nceded for our many aged and
priceless books.

Ono the sccond floor, the Archives of the R.C.A. have
more room, with an office for the Archivist and a large
slorage arca (two more slorage aress are on the main
floor). The Dulch Room material has been moved to the
other side of Lhe seccond floor to a newly named Dutch
Colonial Room. This acea pPromises to become the center
for a scholarly emphasis in the near future.

i Rochester, NY
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REACTIONS TO DR. VIRGINIA MOLLENKOTT:

During the Bicentennial Lecture Series, on January 25,
1984, noted Feminist speaker and author Virginia
Mollenkott spoke to «clergy and 1lelty sabout the
"resexualizing of the Church's theology." She stressed
that the feminine component has been missing in
pacticular in the interpretation of Scripture.
Dominant images are typically male, rarely female.

As a participant in the National Council of Churches
and & person cesponsible for the creation of Lthe new
"inclusive language lectionary", Virginia Mollenkott
clarified the importance of "inclusive” language in the
church and its worship life.

As James B. Nelson writes in Embodiment: An Approach
to Sexuality end Christian Theology, "l.enguage is the
symbol system by which & culture orticulates Iits
conception of things and events."

Mollenkott's careful scholarship, her willingness to
answer all questions with sensitivity, and a frank
openness Lo questions that the church still refuses to

address were rcofreshing and transforming. She helped
her hearers with controversial but essential
thenlogical tasks that will require a reconciling
approech in Lhe decade ahead, in terms of our humanity

and our sexuality.

~-The Rev. Daniel L. Ogden
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SUMMARY OF TWO LECTURES
ON "CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS"
BY R. MARSTON SPEIGHT

While the Lebanese Army disintegrated in Lebanon,
halfway around Gthe world, 1in the Chapel of New
Brunswick Seminary, R. Marston Speight of Hartford

Seminary's Islamic Studies Program end the Tesk Force
on Christian-Muslim relations of the NCC presented two
lectures on Christisn-Muslim relations. Dr. Speight, &
veteran Methodist missionary, presented "A Christlen
Perspective on the Middle East”, highlighting the
effects of colonialism in the Arab world. During the
colonial period, he stressed, the missionary (at the
"American Mission") was seen as a carrier of Western
culture rather than as an ambassaedor for Christ. To

this day, most missionaries are known first of &all as
"Americans", and only then as "Christiens". Because of
vast differences in Christian end Muslim piety,
Christians are seen as basically secular people.
Israel holds a special place as a political, social,
and cultural extension of the u.s. By its
"resurgence”, Islam 1is reacting to the complete
secularization of life and culture.

It ie in light of this background that Dr. Speight
addressed "Christians and Muslims in Today's World".

Given the presence of two million Muslims in the United
States, a suggested way of fostering understanding is
to begin with what we have in common with Muslims.
Such common ground includes our understsnding of God,
of resurrection and judgment, of revelation in history,
and of missionary zeal. Dr. Speight counsels that only
after learning to appreciate each other's faith should
we approach our points of divergence.

He reminded us that, in approaching Muslims, we do not
witness (successfully at least) by arguing. Rather,
converslon, which results in scceptance of the cross of
Christ, «comes 1in response to seeing Christien
self-giving lived out in the Christian life. Our
response to the fastest growing religion in the United
States need not be one of fear.

—-The Rev. Steven Young
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PURPOSE. . .

The Archlves, under the direction
of the Commission on History, has the
responsibility to preserve, maintain,
collect, and make available the offi-
clal records of the church. This
function was entrusted to the Stated
Clerk in the 18th century and has
continuved to the present day.

LOCATION. . .

The Archives are housed in the
Gardner Sage Library of New
Brunswick Theological Seminary. The
Seminary provides space and utilities
for storage and office needs. This
results in an excellent location for
scholars using these records -- with-
in the fine resources of the Sage
Library and in short walking distance
of Rutgers' Alexander Library. The
Archives are open dally, 9 - 4, to
those pursuing the history of the
Reformed Church, or using the
records for personal family history
research.

GOALS. . .

Over the years records have been
deposited in the Archives from all
levels of the church for permanent
preservation and to be made avallable
for scholarly uses. As a receiving
agency, the Archives accepts and
advises on the retention of all
church records, preserving those

’ of enduring historical value for
the use of future researchers.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

Our aim is not merely to save paper for
the sake of paper, but to gather those
records which reflect the effectiveness
of our life and misslon in the world in
one location. Insofar as this Is ac-
compl ished, these records can serve as
a continuing challenge for greater
effort in the future.

COLLECTIONS. ., .

The total holdings, at present,
Include 465 linear feet of archival
records as well as 7 file cabinets
of materials relating to local churches
and RCA ministers. Among the archival
records are the following:

Minutes and register books of
135 local churches, most of
which are no longer in existence.

Minutes of 4B Classes dating
back to 1771.

Minutes and papers of the
Particular Synods.

Official records and papers of
the General Synod, the earlier.
Boards (Foreign and Domestic
Missions, Educations, etc.),
General Program Council, and
other agencies of the church
during the 350 years of our
heritage.

Records of misslonaries and
correspondence from virtually
all areas of our world misslon
involvement,
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The Archives makes these materials
available by means of detalled qulides .
and finding aids. In addition, the
Commission promotes the study of our
heritage through the publication of
the Historical Series of the Reformed
Church.

OTHER ACTTIVITIES. . .

The Archlives Is ready to offer
consultation on matters regarding
records management, the preservation
and use of historical materlals, and
other matters along these lines. In
addition, the Archives is ready to
receive, on deposit, the non-current
records of all agencles, churches,
and Judlcatorles for permanent preser-
vation, elther through storage in the
Archives or by microflIming. Records
recelved wlll be serviced, Inventorled,
properly stored, and made avallable
under supervision and within established
restrictions to serious students of
RCA |ife and mission. All enquiries
from the deposliting body will be
serviced promptly and efficiently,
thus, there is no need to feel these
records will be unavallable for your
use or needs once they are deposited.

“Any questions may be addressed to

the Archivist at:

21 Seminary Flace

New Brunswick, N.J. 08301

Phone: (201) 246-17179
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American Indian Visitors to Holland, Michigan
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The Rev. Samuel M. Zwemer with His Wife and Child
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David Abeel (1804-1846)
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The Rev. Albertus Christiaan Van Raalte (1811-1876)
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6. The Rev. Albertus Christiaan Van Raalte (1811-1876)

While still a student at Leyden University in the Netherlands, young Albertus Van
Raalte became identified with the Separatists, who withdrew from the established
State Church as a reaction against the reputed corruption of its doctrine and prac-
tice. This spiritual climate, added to the desperate economic conditions in his home-
land, led him to become an advocate of emigration to the United States. In 1846
he led a band of his countrymen to the shores of Black Lake in western Michigan,
where they founded the colony that was to become Holland. Most of the people of
the Kolonie followed him into the Reformed Church. Van Raalte was deeply commit-
ted to his pastoral duties and the cause of Christian education. He travelled exten-
. sively in the East to raise money for Holland Academy, from which Hope College and,
later, Western Seminary grew.

PSP IEEEEEPEEARARERSEASERARREASRRRS R E AT sssssssssssmecersrresssssssasaRSe pessasssssemssssssmsnsssassssssssassasan

10. The Rev. Samuel M. Zwemer with His Wife and Child

In 1889, while a student at New Brunswick Theological Seminary, Samuel Zwemer
was influenced by his professor, Dr. John Lansing, to apply for assignment as a mis-
sionary to "'some Arabic-speaking country.” With his classmate, James Cantine, he
began to study the language. The Board, however, was unable to undertake this new
mission to Arabia because of a shortage of funds. And so, the two young men went
out as an independent mission, Cantine going first to “spy out the land”, and
Zwemer, following the next year.

For his long years of service to the Arabian mission, Samuel Zwemer has been called
the “apostle to Islam.” His work as a pioneer missionary was followed by extensive
travel as fund raiser and recruiter and work as a teacher, counselor, editor and
author. His wife Amy Elizabeth pioneered programs with women and children.

—

5. David Abeel (1804-1846)

In 1829, the Rev. David Abeel, nephew of one of the first officers of the New York
Missionary Society, was sent as a chaplain to Canton, China, by the Seamen's
Friends Society. A year later he transferred to the American Board with instructions
to survey conditions in eastern Asia, particularly in the East Indies. He was com-
pelled by ill health to return to the States in 1833, but his work on behalf of missions
continued: helping to found “The Society for Promoting Female Education in the
East"; recruiting missionaries; initiating the work in China that was to develop into
the Amoy Mission. He is associated with the beginning of womens work in the Far
East more than any other missionary.

- -

9. American Indian Visitors to Holland, Michigan

In 1893, the women of the Reformed church, inspired to a new sense of mission to
America by the Chicago World's Fair, raised $4,000 for work among Native
Americans. The Rev. Frank Hall Wright, a Choctaw Indian, was appointed to serve in
southwestern Oklahoma among the Cheyenne near Colony, the Commanche near
Lawton and the Apaches imprisoned at Fort Sill. Among those baptized at Fort Sill
was Geronimo, leader of the ancestors of members of the Apache Reformed Church
in Apache, Oklahoma today.

This picture shows Mr. Wright (standing left) with two other American Indian visitors
to Holland, Michigan in 1904.
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The records of a conqrega;ion serve as a
valuable asset for the continuing ministry of
e C:zrggd records they provide an invaluable
link to the earlier generations of members who
dedicated their lives to ?ring the church to
the point it has reached in the present.

As the memory of the congregation they
provide the foundation for consistent QEcxs1on
making and the continuing check for faithful-
ness in living as a called people.

As the sole documentary source of the
heritage of the congregation they look to the
future of the church by providing a challenge
to increased growth and effort.

The question naturally arises as to what
kind of records should be saved and what kind
may be disposed. clearly, not all records are
permanently valuable. Indeed, there are only
a few major types of records which fit the
category of a permanent record. These are:

Consigtory Minuteg - These are the most
valuable and important of the local church
records and must be kept in a safe place. It
is important to remember to annex all corres-
pondence and reports which are referre@ to in
the body of these minutes. Without this sup-
porting evidence, the decisions of the_group
tend to loose meaning over the years since
the substance of the issue has been forgotten.

Minutes of other grcups - Women's groups,
Young People's group, Sunday School, etc. They
also relate the journey of the congregation
during the course of time.

Church Newsletters/Magazines - These would
include the monthly (or other) publications of
the church which are designed to keep congrega-
tion members and friends informed about church
activities and news. They serve as evidence of
the church's social life and its community minis-
try as it is interpreted for the readers. ;

Bulletins, weekly - These may be kept if
they include information about what is happening
such as evidence other than just an order of

Church History
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worship and sermon title, scripture lesson,
etc. In most cases these bulletins duplicate
what has already been recorded elsewhere,.
Samples of ergular bulletins and special events
may be saved.

torrespondence - Keep important papers
that relate to substantive matters of the con-
gregation and discard routine housekeeping mat-
ters and general administrative correspondence
after a few years.

Legal records - Retain such items as con-
tracts, deeds, mortgages, loan papers, insurance
records, baptism, marriage, and member registers,

Financial records - Retain the general
ledger and whatever financial records are needed
to insure orderly operation of church accounts.

Photographs - Keep pictures of special
events in the life of the congregation, church
people, building changes, etc.

Other records (e.g. canceled checks, ex-
pired insurance policies, old contracts, gene-
ral correspondence) may be disposed after their
useful life span (generally 3-7 years).

How is all this material kept in some or-
derly fashion? Most of these records can be
segregated into distinct groups following the
above outline of record types. Consistory
minutes are generally bound or looseleaf volumes
and should be arranged in chronological order
with the annexed correspondence and reports
following the minutes of the meeting. Do not
overcrowd the volumes, limit them to a size
that can be handled and stored easily. The
other records can be kept in standard file
folders with the subject and time period
printed clearly on the top of the folder.

All records should be stored in acid-free
document cases. These are cardboard boxes
specially treated with acid-free paper for the
storage of archival materials. They are de-
signed both to insure a long life for the
records and to protect them from dust, mold,

The standard box
is 15%" X 10%" X 5" in size and can be con-

2
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veniently stored on steel shelving units. An
extra safegaurd would be to use acid-free paper
for the original copy of the minutes of the
various groups. This type of paper has an ex-
pected life span of about 300 years and does
not cost much more than a regular bond paper.
Both the boxes andthe paper (as well as other
archival supplies) can be ordered from:

University Products, Inc.

P.0. Box 101 (South Canal Street)

Holyoke, Mass. 01040

(Ask to receive their archival materials

catalogue.)

When storing records it is important to
keep them in a cool and dry location. The
ideal atmospheric conditions are 45-50% rela-
tive humidity and 60-70 degrees Fahrenheit
(the cooler the better, heat is far more harm-
ful to paper than is cold). If the ideal can-
not be obtained, keep the records in a location
which is as free from temperature and humidity
fluctuation (on a daily and seasonal basis)
as is possible. Constant changes with these
two variables results infar more damage than
hightemperatures alone. Keep the storage
area clean and free of dust. Steel shelving
units are preferable means of storage. Wood
shelves tend to emit harmful fumes over time
and absorb moisture from the air, thus enhan-
cing the deterioration of therecords. If
the humidity increases, wood is prone to mold
and mildew and the development of dry rot.
Steel is inert and does not harm the records.
File cabinets can also be used, but they tend
to be more expensive than shelving units.

Keep the storage area clean and vacuumed.
Avoid exposing the paper to sunlight and
flourescent lights. Tungsten lights do not
have the ultraviolet radiation which adds to
the deterioration of the paper.

In the actual filing of the records, avoid
the contact of newspaper clippings (which are
highly acidic) with other records. maintain
the records in chronological order, keeping

3
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the file folders lightly filled (c. 50-75
sheets per folder). Keep records of a parti-
cular type together, i.e. don't mix 19280 con-
sistory minutes with 1980 Guild minutes.
Thus, records should be filed as noted in the
above mentioned categories.

Photographs are best arranged in a subject
classification system. Photos can be guite use-
ful for periodic displays during church special
events, or for continuing displays in the entry-
way (where they serve as a good indication to
visitors of what the church has been doing), or
as a visual record of the life and mission of
the church. Separate the negatives and the
prints and file them separately. The negatives
can be filed in serial order (e.g. 1, 2, 3...,
46, 46...) with the numbers corresponding to
an identical number on the back of the print.
Thus, if someone is looking at a print of the
1970 Christmas Eve Service, and wished to have
a copy, the number on the back of the print
rpovides the key for retrieving the negative.
Thus, the negatives will always be in serial
order as they are accumulated, while the photos
are kept in subject categories and can be
rearranged as desired.

If there are any other questions or needs
concerning the proper care and making‘of records,
please feel free to write to the Archivist at:

Archives

Reformed Church in America

21 Seminary Place

New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901

(201) 246-1779
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the Consistory your idea of the best combination. Take time to get
the full picture and the best counsel.

You can probably do little about the high cost of printing. Try to
choose the best duplication process or combination of processes
from the galaxy of possibilities. And exercise strenuous quality con-
trol over the material submitted for duplication, eg error free
typed copy, sharp contrast photographs, clear layout instructions. If
a printer gives you proof sheets, get help and give them the prompt
but painstaking reading and rereading which will correct every er-
ror. Having invested much in the writing, you want the best presen-
tation you can afford.

Writing a History

VI. Promoting its Use

Offer your history with personal modesty but mix that with a of YOUI’ ChU fCh
healthy persistence in getting it used. That first public presentation
of the finished copies should be a congregational celebration. If the
Consistory has directed that the history be sold, move from the
celebration with a clearly defined sales procedure. All present and
former members should receive an order blank, an addressed return
envelope, and plain indication to whom to write a check in pay- LC Rudolph
ment. Be glad if some copies remain; there should be a continuing 1
use for these with new members and with study groups. Send a free
copy to the Archives (see 9. above), to your state and local libraries,
to your state and local historical societies, and to the local newspa-
per most likely to give it a review.
The publication of your history will be a notable event in your
church’s life. Certainly the preparation of the history will be an un-
forgettable chapter in your own. Perhaps it will be a very rewarding
one

Reprinted with permission from the Journal of Presbyterian History
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L. C. Rudolgh

Authot ot HOOSIER ZION, THE PRESBYTERIANS IN EARLY INDIANA,
D Rudolph serves on the stall of the Lilly Library

of Indana University and is a member of the Board

of Directors of the Presbyterian Histotical Socmety.

Writing a History of Your Church

THERE PROBABLY ARE several good reasons for wanting to write
the histary of your church. Its life has been long or exciting or both.
There is an anniversary occasion of the church or region or nation
so the congregation wants to take its place with those who are con-
tributing to the celebration. Some scholarly members have kept in-
sisting that good general histories must depend on good local his-
tories. Also, we Christians believe that God touches this world and
its people, holding them in His hand It may be refreshing to
rehearse what God has done and to remember whose we are
Whatever the reasons. this essay assumes that your church is to
have a history prepared and that you have been commissioned to

prepare it

|. Understanding Your Orders

First you will want to “unpack’ your commission. If there is an
official action of the Consistory which names you to be historian,
read that action carefully, Reconstruct the discussion leading to
your commission. If the Consistory has no clear image of the history
to be produced, are you to present some definite proposal or pro-
posals to the officers for final decision? Has any money been com-
mitted to pay for the history or are you to solicit support as well as
do the planning and writing?

Dewmal of Farbresun Hason « 504 (Weter ey
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Il Making the Model

Try to formulate a preliminary goal and model 1o give shape to
the work. If your history is to be an attractive four page leaflet for
wide distribution, it will be wise to do careful layout planning first
of all. Resist hastening to an early contract for printing but enlist
the ideas of some able print designers. You may want your history
leaflet to fit into a standard business envelope and form a normal
enclosure with a letter of one page. If so you will want to fold some
paper samples with an expert, considering the facts about weight of
paper and cost of postage Plan the photographs or art to make the
precise impact you want on the receiver and the potential reader
Moving backward from these format decisions, you will arrive at a
specific space and word count available for your history. Such limi-
tation may be the basis for delightful discipline, motivating lean
copy with the story line of the history as sharp as a television
special.

Early layout planning is equally advisable for a booklet or for a
larger bound book What precise purpose is this history to fulfill? If
it is to be given away, how large and how well illustrated can you
afford to make it? If it is to be sold, how many copies can YOU ex-
pect to sell and what portion of the cost will your potential cus-
tomers be able or willing to pay?

An excellent earlier history may need only reissue with a supple-
ment. Two or three available manuscripts by former historians may
need only expert consolidation, augmentatron, and publication But
a sesquicentennial celebration for a church which has no previous
history on file may seem to require a heroic plan to fund and pro-
duce a new illustrated blockbuster of a history with a hundred
pages. Somehow the purpose and occasion of the history needs to
inform its size and format. You will plan best and write best if you
have in mind the precise book you are preparing and the precise
reader group for whom you are working

Il Doing the Research

Now that you know what you are to produce and for whom, you
are ready to start gathering materials. Avoid ngid separation be-
tween “doing the research” and “doing the writing.” Many a histor-
1an has filled a trunk with “research” only to be stopped in cold ter-
ror before that first blank page which begins the “writing " A good
idea is a precious and fragile thing. When one comes to you during
your research, encourage it by writing it into a few paragraphs of
your history in first draft form then and there. You can evaluate,

3
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modify, integrate, or even discard these paragraphs later but you
will be stimulating your research by doing some of the writing as
you go.

Make a few decisions about the mechanics of researching at the
beginning. The current edition of the manual for writers of term pa-
pers by Kate L. Turabian, or of the manual of style by University of
Chicago Press on which Turabian’s is based, will give you a form for
research writing I|dentify every note or quote with its source—
author, title, place of publication, publisher, year of publication,
page number. For citations from a magazine include also the
volume and issue numbers and the date. If the source is obscure
you may wish to record in the identification where you were able to
locate the copy. Even if you do not intend to document all your
notes, quotes, and facts in your printed history, you will want to file
one or more completely documented copies for reference.

If you use cards to make research notes, use large cards with
room for substantial notes and identifications. Since most modern
copy machines produce 8% X 11 inch sheets, you may find it most
uniform and convenient to make and keep all research notes on 8%
x 11 pages instead of cards The pages are less expensive than
cards and the roominess is beautiful Whatever note stock you use,
be sure to write on only one side so that you can find and arrange
the notes easily or even divide them by cutting if that is useful

Put yourself on the spot to produce a preliminary outline for
your history almost at once, just as you would if you were submit-
ting and explaining an idea for a book to a publisher. Even if your
first outline has only half a dozen points, these will sharpen your
hunter’s sense for the research and make convenient pegs for num-
bering and gathering your notes. The outline can be expanded and
refined as you study.

Now you are ready to go hunting. You are likely to work best by
producing record units—one or several pages of documented notes
on a particular subject. It may help to mark the record units with
one or more point numbers from your outline. Make record units
for such things as (1) the account of the founding of the congrega-
tion; (2) each pastor; (3) each church building; (4) interesting
members, officers or families; (5) each major church organization,
notably the church school; (6) statistics of the congregation’s life
and work; (7) major fights and reconciliations; (8) ministries offered
within the congregation; (9) obstacles faced and overcome; (10) in-
teraction with notable world and local events; (11) evidence of com-
munity impact and world impact

Always note and document the location of an interesting story.
If it livened your attention as a researcher it will probably refresh
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the reader’s interest as well. You may choose to investigate it or to
exclude it later but you will save hours of searching if you make a
record unit of a story at once. Also keep a register of pictures and
illustrations from the very first day of your research; it needs col-
umns to record the type of picture, the scene or persons pictured,
and the precise place where the picture can be found

Since a single church is such a convenient unit for rescarch, you
can set your goal high. You can aim to find and study all significant
sources which exist, to “leave no stone unturned ” You will want to:

1. Find and read all books of minutes of the Consistory and of
such official boards as the Deacons and Elders

2. Read as many of the church files as can be opened to you in-
cluding correspondence, annual reports of all organizations, church
bulletins, church newsletters, pastoral letters, legal papers, financial
accounts, membership lists, programs and prayers for special times

3. Walk in the church’s cemetery, if there is one, being alert for
dates, family names, and inscriptions

4. Find and read references to the congregation in local history
sources such as files of the community’s newspapers, city and coun-
ty histories, and the resources of city and county historical
societies.

5. Cooperate with the pastor and staff to prepare a description
of your writing project to be included in a pastoral letter or the
church newsletter; then request repeated two line reminders in the
newsletter or bulletin so that church members know you want to
see documents and hear stories about the church.

6. Interview some older pastors, officers and church members,
taking pains to get a faithful transcript of their remarks

7. Make a list of the classes and svnods to which the congrega-
tion has been related and read the published histories of these
bodies. Scan the published minutes of the appropriate classes and
of the General Synod for congregational statistical data and for any
other references.

8. If the church was founded or served by home missionaries,
see if there is correspondence from these missionaries to mission
headquarters.

9. Write for information to the Archives, Gardner Sage Library,
New Brunswick Seminary, New Brunswick, N] —the main depository
for Reformed Church historical materials In writing give your
church’s name, founding date, and a list of pastors. Ask if they have
any records which may help you in your writing. Tell about the pro-
jected size and format of your history and ask if they can loan you
some histories produced by other churches. Ask for the name of a
good book on American church history and a good book on Re-
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10. Consolidate and preserve the church records you discover.

As you prepare your record units you may feel strongly that God
has called out His people to form His great Church and that the
Church universal is directly linked to the working out of God'’s eter-
nal plan. If so, you may want that conviction of faith to be allowed
to show in your local congregational history without apology. Such
conviction can be flatly stated; it may show in your interpretation
of events But remember that history written in such a context is not
exempt from responsible research. You must still get at the truth as
painstakingly as ever and document your assertions of fact. And for
the “holy history” parts you will want to enlist some especially
competent evaluators. It will be doing God no favor to load the his-
tory of His Church with any bad Bible exegesis or weak theology.

And if you decide to stay entirely clear of theology. presenting
“just the facts,” that still leaves room for great care. There is rarely
such a thing as an uninterpreted historical fact History has always
been assorted and colored by those who have preserved it. So it is
no wonder that stories about the Church and her members have
been lovingly shaped to make an impact and an impression. You
can rejoice in that impact or impression and pass it along as you
wish. But you will help your reader by not being simply naive and
by recording your sources carefully

Weigh carefully as well how far You can accept the common
language of evaluation If a struggling church has ministered to the
lives of dozens or hundreds before dissolving, has it “failed?” If a
church has existed for one hundred fifty years and paid off a series
of mortgages, has it thereby “succeeded?” It may be better to re-
veal some of the significant heights and depths of the life of the fel-
lowship than to measure it a success or failure by too simple a
gauge

IV. Writing the Story

Moving from the record units to the narrative history will test
your writing skill. The record unit is the stuff of your narrative.
However you need to do something more than simply string the
units together in a choppy continuum of a history or even unite
them in a more clever scissors and paste mosaic of a history. Let us
assume that you have written the record units without squeezing
out the connectors and the transitions and the high interest detail
Even more crucially, let us hope that the very process of research
has given you such a command of the story that you can use the

6

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

";

© Brighton Reformed Church

record units freely within the larger unity. By now the story may be
compelling you to tell it and you may have written several narrative
parts even while doing the research

The Ant of Readable Writing by Rudolf Flesch (Harper, 1974)
keeps being reissued because we need its reminders, You may want
to scan it before doing your narrative Other readability ruides will
do as well, the Gospels are good examples of straightforward writ-
ing. Just do not let the heavy concept of “writing history” get in the
way of telling your story.

You will be glad and proud and relieved when you get the first
draft of your history written. It is also natural at this stage of ful-
filled weariness to settle heavily and to resist revision You will have
had more than enough of the hard work of writing. Changing, espe-
cially shortening, the manuscript will seem like dismembering your
own child. But this is the very time for creative editing Have your
draft manuscript read by two or three able evaluators — not by your
mother or by your dearest friends but preferably by people who
make their living by editing. They may be more willing to help if
you provide them a clean double spaced copy with good margins
for them to mark. Be sure they understand that you want profes-
sional criticism because your goal is a first rate history Read their
comments or markings when you are in your most receptive mood
and follow up with a personal editorial conference where practica-
ble Be especially sensitive to those suggestions and judgments in
which two readers concur Revising the draft of your history twice
may actually make it twice as good.

V. Getting It Printed

If you have planned your format and layout with a model from
the beginning and have written your history to fit that plan, you
should be in good position now to move to producing the copies
you need. But you may still be faced with a dazzling array of possi-
bilities for publication, most of them expensive Take another look
at the sample histories you have accumulated Your most economi-
cal baok production may be photocopied or mimeographed pages
bound in plastic spiral spines and paper covers. Or you may have a
more handsome book printed by a commercial press. If you have
pictures or art work to incorporate, inquire early about the possibil-
ity of getting sharp reproductions. Once more, your best counselors
will be persons who make their living at copying or printing Do not
contract too quickly at the first sales offer or quotation Explain
that you want to get together all the good options and present to

7

Rochester, NY

image 114 of 235

N



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

E)-Jfl- o “:‘fl/""” '/

' ] -
"'/ ]2 | Sy B SV I, L S

RESOURCES FPOR BISTORY. ..
Available fram the Archives of the Reformed Church in America
How To Write the Local Church History

A packet of suggestions, hints, techniques to help start the writing of the
local church history. These papers include a description of how to begin the
project, where to look for information, and how to put it all together.

Celebrating the Local Church Anniversary

This brochure offers several suggestions for making the celebration of a
church anniversary a significant event in the church year, offering the past as
a challenge to the present for the future.

Preserving and Using Local Church Archives and Recorde

A packet of materials describing how to take minutes, how to preserve the
church's documentary heritage, what records to keep aor to throw away, how to
appoint a local church archivist/historian, and establishing an oral history
program.

The above are available for free fram the Archives, however, a
contribution to cover postage and printing costs would be greatly
appreciated.

Also available:

Guide to the Local Church Records in the Archives of the Reformed Church in
America and to Genealogical Resources in Gardner Sage Library of the New
Brunswick Theological Seminary.  $2.50

This thirty page book offers information about the holding of both the
Archives and the library of particular importance to the genealogical researcher.
The guide includes a list of all local church records received and stored in
the RCA Archives up through 1978.

Boel's Complaint Against Frelinghuisen, translated and edited by Joseph A. Loux, Jr.
$20.00 ({$15.00 to members of the Society).

This is the first English translation of the entire camplaint to 1725. This
document expresses an extensive theological perspective on the internal issues
then confronting the Colonial Dutch Reformed Church. This represents the first
"practical theology® to be written by Dutchmen in America.

All of the above are available fram:
Archives
Reformed Church in America

21 Seminary Place
New Brunswick, N.J. 08901
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

Marion de Velder
Membership Chairman

Dear Consistory Member:

Recently I wrote to the ministers of the Reformed Church informing them
of an exciting new organization in our midst. I hope by now you are all aware
of the establishment of the Historical Society of the Reformed Church in
America. We are growing at a steady rate. In the short span of these first
few months our membership already exceeds 200.

The Society is offering a membership to the local church as a means of
further broadening our base of support and involvement. It is the Society's
hope that you would consider sponsoring a membership for your pastor, librarian,
historian, consistory clerk, or consistory members. I hope that you might
consider a sustaining membership of $100 per year or, perhaps, a "one shot" 1ife
membership for $500. (Incidentally, considering our rapid inflation, this may
be the "buy" of the century.) However, if you feel that your budget is tightly
tied up this year, consider a regular membership for these church officers.

I realize that you may be reluctant to support something which has not
yet “stood the test of time." Allow me to list a few of our future projects
and publications:

Quarterly newsletter which will be helpful in the church's
educational program with its examination of our rich heritage.

Occassional papers which treat various aspects of our history
in greater depth than the newsletter articles. These specific
studies will help to develop a perspective to view how we arrived
at where we are today.

Instructional items offering resources for celebrating church
anniversaries, how to put on a "Dutch Day”, or other type of
"Heritage Day," slide and tape resources relating to the history
of our church.

Compilation of a tour guide and registry of historic Reformed
sites and structure.

e e .- Msmbership Commitice CERS PR
Rev Banjamin Alicea Mr. Harald M. Hakken Dr. Beth Marcus
Rev Dr James 2 Neliinga Ms_ Eloise Van Heas! Mr James Ver Meulen
Fev, Dr John Stapert Rev. Wiibur T. Washinglon Dr. Kenneth J. Welier
Rev. Patlar J Y1l Ms. Heien Zande!
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This is just a small taste of what we hope to be working on in the coming
year. Members will have new ideas and new projects to develop as we continue to
grow. [ feel the Society will make a distinct contribution to the 1ife and mission
of our church through the examination of our common past in a responsible and
meaningful manner. We will attempt to look at the past and hold it up as a
challenge to the present for a healthier future.

I sincerely thank you for taking the time to consider this request and
for considering how you might join us so that we might work together.

Yours in Christ,

Russell L, Gasero, Manager

RLG/ jk
Encl.
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BRIEF CUIDELINES FOR THE PROPER CARE OF CHURCH RECORDS

1. Appoint a church “archivist.”” This person would have the responsibility for the collection and care of all
church records and materials which have historical value.

2. Designate a place in the church where these records can be kept safely. A fire-proof file or safe would be
excellent. The designated place should be locked at all times.

3. The following records should be kept and stored carefully:
a. all membership, birth, baptism, marriage and death records. -
b. two sets of church bulletins and newsletters. One set should be bound. !
c. the legal papers of the congregation: deeds, mortgages, constitutions, contracts, f'itles to property, etc.
d. official correspondence.

e. minutes of the consistory, elders, and deacons and all church organizations with the exception of
minute books in current use.

f. treasurers’ records of the congregation and all organizations and the annual financial reports.
g. the minutes of congregational meetings.

h. photographs of the ministers who have served the congregation and any parish photographs of special
events or groups. All pictures should be dated and all persons in the pictures identified.

i. histories of the congregations which have been published.

j. a translation into English of all early church records which were written in another language.

k. bulletins and programs of special events.

|. blueprints and drawings of all church buildings.

m. newspaper clippings and publicity of all significant church events that appear in local newspapers.
4. The archivist should also be given the responsibility of determining what files and records are to be
destroyed after a period of time. Many conlemporary records can be destroyed because they have no value in
the long run. There is no need to save everything but care needs to be exercised to determine what is worth

keeping. The pastor's secretary should not have this responsibility.

5. The archivist can also be the custodian of museum type objects such as old collection plates, communion
ware, framed portraits and pictures, pulpit Bibles, unique furnishings, etc.
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THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

ARCHIVES — COMMISSION ON HISTORY

Russell L. Gasero, Archivist 21 Seminary Place
Joseph A. Loux, Jr., Secretary, New Brunswick, N. J. 08901
Commission on History (201) 246-1779

9 November 1982

Brighton Reformed Church
805 Blossom Road
Rochester, New York 14610

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:

It was with joy and thanksgiving that I received your
contribution to the establishment of the Archives Endowment
Fund. Your generosity and support are sincerely appreciated.

In order to keep you informed about activities in the
Archives, The Brighton Reformed Church will receive a compli-
mentary subscription to Historical Highlights. This magazine
is the quarterly publication of the Historical Society and the
Archives. I trust you will find it a useful addition to the
church library.

Agian, I thank you for your support. I am confident
that the Endowment Fund will be successful and the Archives
will make a positive contribution to the ministry of Christ's
people. L |

!

Peace,

Rl 4.

ussell L. Gasero

)
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THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

ARCHIVES — COMMISSION ON HISTORY

' Norman J. Kensfisld, Secretary

Russell L Gasero, Archivist 21 Seminary Place

ghw Brunswick, N. J. 08901
Commission on Histary UL L1978 0y 2461779

Happy 350th Anniversary!

The celebration of the 350th annlversary of the Peformad Church In America
has sparkad an interest in examinino our church "roots", makinn It a perlod
of renewed "historical conclousness" amone many:people within the denomination.
In order to facilitate the writina of the history of the FCA as well as Yo

. provide adequate means of storace and presarvation of Important RCA ﬁocunbnfs,

-the Commission on Hlstory and the Archives exist.

It Is the task of tha Archives to "collect and nreserve the offlclal records
and docurments of the RCA, Its churchas, judicatories, boards and Institutions."

A portion of the basic records of the RCA are assured oreservation In the
archives at the present time - these records answer scholars nuerles, provide
grist for the historian's mill, estahllish authority for church action and
serve to document lecal and administrative decislions. In 2 sense, thay are
the "memory" of the denomination. Unfortunately. there are many oans In the
records at all levels. Some of these gaps may be In the flles for which you
are responsible. Knowledne of the existence of these records, transfer to

the archives or reproduction will help to f111 in some of these naps. Transfer
to the archives will prevent thelir loss, or later destruction, bv someone o
unfemiliar with thelr meanino and sieniflicance, and »il| make sources of

research value more accessible to Interested scholars.

A short time ago the Cormission on History sent a letter to all Peformad

Churches askina for pletures of thelr sanctuaries. The immediacy of the response
was amazing. Over one quarter of our churches have already contributed to our
still growing flle of photographs of Reformed Churches. This file will serve

a number of purposes In connection with our historical records. Mot least In
Importance Is the fact that it will give us a central location In which Information
on the historlcal and artistic qualities of our churches will be recorded.

To those churchas that have responded by sendinn us plctures, we sand our
heartfelt thanks. |t has not been possihle, because of our limited office
staff and budaet, to send individual letters of acknowledoement and
appreclation, but we hope that this letter will be taken as the enulvalent
of a personal letter of thanks to you all.

To those who have favored us with a partial resnonse, we take this opportunity
of asking that you do not faornet to complete the ncod work that you have bequn,
and to those from whom we have as yet heard nothinn we ask acain for vour help.

‘'a would like to have photooraphs, interior and exterior, of every Reformed
Church. Some maoniflcent color photonraphs are Included amono those which

we have received, but black and white are more usual, and for archlival purposes
are quite satisfactory, unless you feel that color is Important for showing
some particular characteristic of your bulldinn that you want recorded.
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Along with the plctures, we hope that those who have not already done so wlll
glve us the Information Indicated below:

Full name of church

Actual location (street, address, etc.)

City and state (province)

Date of completion of bulldina

Architect's name -

Features of soeclal Interest - hlstorlcal or artistic
Articles of historical Interest In your possession
Nates for which you have church records

The enclosed records Inventory form Is useful In keeplna us Informed as to the
records In the possession of churches throughout the denomination, warninn us
of space needs, and notina those records which you feel are of permanent value.
To help us develop an archives which accurately reflects the arowth and
development of the Reformed Church In America, would you kindly Inform us of
what records your congreoation has retalned from past years, thelr quantity
and thelr date. (1f more space Is needed, please write on a separate sheet of
paper. |Indicate Inapplicable questions by "N/A".)

Wle appreciate your taking of time to fill out this questlonnaire. Please return
It to: :

Russall L. Gasero, Archlvist
Reformed Church In America

2| Seminary Place
Mew Brunswlick, Hew Jersey 08901

. » F. ~ - " ,’/» i
L R E T Y Koulletn AP — / ay /
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/ nge and Kind of PRacord

Correspondance
Pastor
Other staff
General church
Minutes
Conslstory

Other Groups

Blrth Records

. Baptismal Records

Marriage Records
Membership Racords

Contracts, Acreements
and Legal Records

. Reports - type

Sermons

Scrapbooks, news clipplinas
and church publications

Financlal |tems
Photographic |tems
Educational Materlal

Others

Church History

KeEf Years
Covered

(dravers, ft. etc.)
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I15. Has your congregatlon placad any of Its records In an archlives, |lbrary or
other repository? Yes No

I6. If yes, Indicate what records and to which Institution:

17. 1f no, would you conslder sending your records to the RCA archlves for permanent
preservation or for microfiiming or other type of reproduction In order to help
document both the history of your church/conareaation as well as the history of
the RCA.

18. Your name: Title:
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THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

ARCHIVES — COMMISSION ON HISTORY

Brighton Reformed Church

Russell L. Gasero, Archivist 21 Seminary Place
Norman J. Kansfield, Secrelary New Brunswick, N. J. 08901
Commission on Hislory (201) 246-1779

6 February 1979

Brighton Reformed Church
805 Blossom Road
Rochester, N. Y. 11610

Dear Miss Horsey:

Thank you for the copies of the bulletin cover and the 75th Anniversary
booklet, which are being put into our files, This items will be of use to
students and scholars who are interested in the life and work of the Reformed
Church in America as evidenced in its congregations,

I hope that you will contimue to remember the Archives, and to send us appro-
priate material. In particular, as your church records become 0ld enovgh not
to be needed for the current operation of church business, you will think of
sending them to the Archives (as recormended by General Synod), Here they will
be processed and made available to researchers, subject to any restrictions,
and permanently preserveds If I can be of any further assistance, please do
not hesitate to write,

Sincerely

ELE e o R
Russell L, Gasero

image 124 of 235

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History © Brighton Reformed Church

OUR PURPOSE...

The Historical Society brings together individuals interested in the history of the Reformed Church in
Amerlca. The Soclety focuses on the preservation and the use of materials which reflect the life and
mission of the church. We seek to understand who we are and what we have been doing with the hope
that this knowledge will lead to a greater commitment and effort in the future. Members of the Society
are aware that the church cannot go forward while remaining ignorant of what it has already
accomplished, The Historical Society hopes to fill this need.

2. Mt/ Vag(xﬁ?j

-
f ~

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the

REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA
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OUR STRUCTURE...

The Society conslists of Individual members. These members may become actively Involved in local
chapters. The program of the chapter is determined by Its own members while the overall policy and
direction Is shaped by the Board of Directors. The Board Includes members of the denominational
Commission cn History and those officers of the Soclety elected by the membership. In this way the
Soclety can remain in close contact with the General Synod and its program agencies and yet still be
responsive to the needs of Individual members.

OUR PROGRAM...

Recognizing that preserving our records Is Imperative for an accurate history, the Society will actively
support the archival program of the Reformed Church. However, this is Just one part of a wide ranging
program. There will be activities such as lectures and workships on the history of the church, local
chapter meetings, annual mesetings, a quarterly newsletter, publication of monographs and papers
touching on some aspect of our heritage, special projects, tours, and restoration efforts. The Soclety
will actively work at Increasing the awareness of our common heritage as the Reformed Church in
America.

OUR MEMBERSHIP...
Membership is available in the following five categories:

Regular membership  $10 per year — This entitles you to vote, hold office, attend chapter meetings
and events and recelve the newsletter.

Family membership $15 per year — This entitles your family to the above, except that only one
copy of the newsletter will be mailed to each household.

Sustaining membershlp $100 per year — This is offered for those who would llke to offer more finan-
clal support for the work of the Soclety. This membership enjoys regular
membership benefits and entitles you to receive publications of the Histori-
cal Series and the Soclety at no cost.

Life membership $500 once — This will enable you to enjoy the regular membership benefits
on a continuous basis as well as receive a 40% discount on all publications
of the Historical Series and the Society.

Patron $1000 or more — This will help the Society establish a permanent fund. You
wlll enjoy regular membership benefits on a continuing basls, receive all
publications of the Historical Series and the Soclety, and be listed in the
Register of Patrons.

Yes, | would like to become a member of the Historical Soclety of the Reformed Church in America
and enclose my check to cover the dues of the following category:

Mail to:

Regular,$10 ___Family,$15 ___Sustaining, $100
Russell L. Gasero, Manager
Historical Society of the Reformed —_Life,$500 ____Patron, $1000
Church in America

21 Seminary Place Name
New Brunswick, N.J. 08901

Address
(201) 246-1779

City State Zip
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Not a complete history, but a good start.

Church History

HISTORY OFP THE R C.A. IN ONLY 4%

INCHES??

During General Synod, the

first seven volumes of the Historical Series of the Reformed Church

will be available at a special discount price.

Volume

Volume

Volume

Volume

Volume

Volume

Volume

During the week of General Synod, you may order the entire set

1

Ecumenism and the Reformed Chureh, by Herman
Harmelink, III . . . Ok e B e e )

The Americanization of A Congregation, by Elton
Jo BEUANE G s o 4 & & & & & a6 & = # w »

Pioneers In the Arab World, by Dorothy F. Van Ess

Piety and Patriotism, edited by James W.
Van Hoeven . . . + « o & « = o o s o« s« s =

The Dutch Reformed Church in the American Colonies,
by Gerald F. DeJong . . . + « « o « = +

Historical Directory of the Reformed Church in
America, 1628-1978, by Peter N. VandenBerge .

Digest and Index of the Minutes of Gemeral Synod, 1958-1977,

by Mildred W. Schuppert . . . . . . . . .

Total Price if bought separately .

seven volumes at the special price of only $25.00.

- .

.$2.45

.$2.95
.$3.95

-$3-95

.$6.95

" $15.00

.58.95
$44.20

of

These volumes will prove to be an excellent addition to your library,

as well as your church's library.

Why not order two sets today? When

was the last time you could find so much good reading at such a low

price?

© Brighton Reformed Church

(All orders will be shipped postage paid when payment preceeds shipment.)
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Reformed Church Women

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, R.C.A.

1628-1978

by
Betty Hibma
with lyrics by Camilla Mays Frank
music by Jane Douglas White

Purpose of the program:
1. Praise and thanksgiving to God
2. Celebration: to honor an event
3. To remember the past and look to the future
4. To consider our identity

5. A time of sharing in: fellowship
learning
giving
fun
food

Preparation:
This program leaves room for many kinds of adaptation.

The spoken parts may be done by:
one narrator
several narrators
narration with tableau presentations or pantomine
(costume and stage settings can be added)
narration alone

The music may be:
simple guitar with soloist
with group singing
piano with voices
with group singing

MOOD: JOY  PRAISE  CELEBRATION

More Possibilities:

Teach the audience the songs

Have one or two people relate anecdotes from Arie Brouwer's book:
The Reformed Church Roots: 350 Formative Years

Use the history of your own church in pictures and narrative

Use the enclosed questions for audience participation or small group
discussion. ( Page 4)

. Have a special birthday cake and birthday decorations.

gl - L Bt

(AL
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THE_PROGRAM
JSTANZA 1 of "The Heritage Song" followed by the chorus (
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 119:105-112
NARRATOR :
I am a Reformed Church woman.
We are Reformed Church women in America
Qur heritage goes back 350 years.
We are today because of what they were.
Our heritage includes: The Bible we honor and believe.
The songs we love.
The catechism we study
The missionaries who represent us.
Keeping the faith.
Telling the Good News.
Helping those in need.
STANZA 2 - "The Heritage Song"
SCRIPTURE: I Peter 4:10,11
NARRATOR: !
Mothers who cared, guided, disciplined, taught by word and example.
Grandmothers who prayed, loved and gave of their time.
Sunday School teachers who studied and shared.
Missionaries who left home for the love of Christ.

Business women who became a light in the darkness.

Guild members who studied the Word, organized financial help, and
trained to become leaders.

Praise to God the Father;

to Jesus Christ;

to the Holy Spirit.
STANZA 3 - "The Heritage Song"
SCRIPTURE: Philippians 3:12-14
NARRATOR:

We look to the future. (:‘
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Jesus is coming soon. He is waiting for us to:

Accept His forgiveness

Recognize our God-given gifts and talents.

Heal our broken relationships.

Study His Word more intensely.

Welcome the stranger, no matter how different.
Minister to the hurting.

Help the suffering.

Witness and give testimony to what Jesus Christ can do.
Make disciples.

Teach and train the youth.

(Program possibilities (page 1) should be used here,followed by)

PRAYER:

0 God, our Refuge and our Strength, who in Christ has brought us into your
household, the church, fill us with loving gratitude and praise for every grace
and gift you have bestowed upon us and upon all your people from generation to
generation.

For the courage of the prophets we thank you. Give us in your church in this
day a like spirit of loyalty and heroic zeal. For the testimony of the apostles
ve give you glory. Help us to continue steadfast in their doctrine and example.
For the witness of all the martyrs we sing your praise. Teach us also, 0 God,
to take up our cross daily and follow our Savior with unfaltering steps. For
the truth of the Reformers we give thanks to you. Grant us the same spirit of
wisdom and understanding in the things that pertain to our external salvation.
For those who brought the 1ight of your truth to this land we thank you. Help
your church today to hold aloft the light of life, that all may come to know
your love in Jesus Christ.

As we gather together here to share in the celebration of the 350th Anniversary
of our Reformed Church in America, we give you praise, 0 Father, for the faith
and testimony of those of our denomination who have gone before us in the history
of the Reformed Church in America. Of your glory they have told us. Of your
goodness they have shown us. Of your love they have spoken to us. You did
preserve them in faith and 1ife. Preserve us also, 0 God. You did keep them in
unity of the Spirit and the bonds of peace. So keep us. You did uphold them

in many labors and defend them in many trials. So uphold and defend us. You

did extend lovingkindness to them in their failures and weaknesses. Even so,
forgive us, 0 God.

When this year of 1978 draws to a close, 0 Father, we will stand on the thresh-

old of a new era. Help us, O Lord, to move out and claim that future. Help

us to take our stand. May we stand before You tall and tell the world we're

glad to be alive -- glad to witness in Your Name -- glad to be followers of

the cross -- glad to claim the name Christian -- glad to give You o:; lives.
EN.

STANZA 4 - "The Heritage Song"
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PﬂSSIBLE DISCUSSIDN TOPICS
, *. w;. = 'W -, o3 5 - gadis 2}
~ Make a composfte of what ‘yuu think s the ideal church

-;Ag*\a B e T R

: Hhat'dream do you havp for ym.lr church 1n the neit 'It), yea
.E.d' :

3.J!hat dream do yuu have for the Reformed Church 1n the next Io.ears? '

Al e 7 N G e
a Ref ormed Church?
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BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH

ROCHESTER, N. Y
BUILDING FUND CANVASS—LENT 1957
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Dedication

The pages that follow will open the gates of a new life to

us as Christians and a vision of our responsibility for the
future of our Church. It will present a challenge for to-
morrow. This booklet is affectionarely dedicated o the lay-
men and laywomen of this congregation. By their vision and

A Message From Our Pastor...

faithfulness, as well as through their sacrificial giving, they

will show their love for God and man.

Dear Friends

The story of how the present New Sancruary Fund was established 15 well known o every informed
member of the Brighton Church. It is a story of vision and faich and whenever these are present in the
life of a church grear things can be expected o happen.

What is taking place in our parish now is the fullillment of a dream acted upan by two men five
years ago. Ar thar time Mr. Henry DeRoo and Mr. Isaac Hubregsen established the fund which has
brought us 1o an hour in which we have begun to make plans for the erection of our new church building
It would nor be right if somewhere in the work of these days an expression of grantude were not given
these men

It is not for me, nor 15 it necessary for me, o descnbe our grear need of this new building. To see 15
to know and most of you have seen. My hope for us all is that we shall make our pledge both o the
continuing program of the church and ro the new building fund a martcer of honest, intense prayer. We
believe the God we meet in Jesus Christ is one who can guide our thinking and direce our acuvity. This

C‘f’”'ﬂ.\‘ Pl'ﬂ‘}'{’." is the time for each of us to demonstrate our behief thar this 1s so. Let every one who believes i
. : =5 o prayer pray!
Father, we knou thy love for us is without limit and Essential ro all of this is the construction of a new church building in which to carry on more

that Thy leading is always perfect. We know this be- effectvely and helpfully the program of our Lord. And there is something else wo. If we pledge as
1 R 1 we should we shall be the betrer persons for 1, for to undeestand che self-giving love of God we must
canse of aur experience with Thee in Jesus Christ our pracuce it ourselves, If we will agree 1o give sacrihaal giving a try (and the tthe is a good stndard
for this) we shall find God equal o our trust

May the years thae lie before you as a church be filled with a greac sense of accomplishment for

unewillingn, , . 5. oy
gness or fear of !’”;"’""”.l' great tasks in .f)'.l_)' ] Him whao has done so much for us

Lord. Help us to trust Thee completely. Spare ns the

name because we allow lesser matters to blind us. :
Cordially,

Give us the devotion and love and consecration which LJ Z

enables us to do thy will alu ays, through Jesus Christ.
Wittiam C. HiLLEGoNDs

Amen.

e e———
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Our Church History...

OUR FIRST SIXTY-FIVE YEARS

We. of the Brighton Reformed Church, are heirs
of a tradition which has been enniched by the de-
voton and witness of our members and friends
through these first sixty-five years Their prayers
and their sacrifices made possible the building of
the Church we now call home. This was in a [‘Cl'lfhl
when marerial possessions were limited — when
cash was scarce — when luxuries we now call
necessities were unknown and undreamed of. The
Church they sacrificed 1o build has played a vigor-
ous and strengrhening role in the life of our com-
nllllll[)'

Brighton Reformed has grown with the com-
munity. But we know dhis 1s not enough. We do
not wish o be outgrown by the community of
tamilies we are called ro serve in God's name.,

The Church and congreganon had s first
beginnings in 1892 when a Chapel was buile ar a
cost of $3,100. This Chapel is our present kinder-
garten room. Before this they had mer in homes
and then in a store building. Classis authorized
the formanon of our Church and on June 9, 1892
we officially came into being with 55 charter mem-
bers, one of whom, Mrs Jacob DeGrafi, we are
proud to picture on our front cover.

The yearming for growth which has always
characrerized our church has been evident through-
out our history as a congregation. With each suc-
ceeding year, and consistent with the demands set
upon us, we have moved steadily forward, Brow-
ng in strengeh and grace as new challenges were
met and conquered. The Chapel, very quickly,
became oo small and o an addition was built
This was only one of many changes, a parsonage
was acquired, on Winton Road North. The base-
ment of the Church was excavated for class rooms,
an organ was purchased. In 1930 our present par-
sonage was built 0 provide a more modern home

Brighton Reformed Church

for our minister's family. Our nexe arcempr (o meer
our growing needs was through: the building of
the Fellowship Lodge and the acquisition of the
Guenther property, upon which we now propose
to erect our new Sancruary and Chrstian Educa-
tion building.

“Whar shall Brighton Reformed do in the
future?” This was the question that our former
pastor, Dr. Anthony Luidens, asked of us in an
article in our Forty-hifth Anniversary year book in
1937 Dr. Luidens wrore then, “The answer 10
this question 1s a matter of importance 1o every
member of the church. Your personal answer 1o
that question will decide what the future of the
Brightwn Reformed Church will be. You can stop
with past glory and our church will soon die and
pass our of existence. You can be sausfied with the
present and remain a church as we are, ‘A Family
Church,” serving the descendants and close friends
of our present congregation and letung the rest
of the world go by. Or, we can be a church, grate-
ful o those who have gone before, and asking for
ourselves a large share in bringing the blessings of
Jesus Christ to all who live in our parish, our com-
munity, and in the larger world. Jesus said, 'Go ye
into all the world." Can we, His followers do less
and remain Christians? The furure of Brighron
Reformed is as bright as the promises of God. All
things are His. He says also to you and to me, “All
things are yours." Are we ready to arempt great
things for God? He is able. Are you, am I, willing?
Upon your answer and mine rests the furure of
the Brighton Reformed Church.”

The question asked so long ago by Dr. Luidens
and puc so challengingly to us by our pastor, Rev.
Hillegonds, in a sermon lase fall is the queston
you must answer now, This i1s our day of Chnistian
responsibility.

For the Glory of God and in the Service of Man
—LET US RISE UP AND BUILD!

Church History

Dear Friends:

There can be no question but that this Building Fund
Canvass in which we are engaged is a very real challenge
to you and me as Christians; a challenge that cannot be
met by hiding our heads in the sand. 1 could, of course,
take shelter in the fact that | have always given what
seemed 1o be “my share” in the work of the Church. But
I question if that would give the sense of nightness that
I Aind maost important in all that 1 try to do,

I am convinced that it is my job to work and to give
to the spread of the Kingdom of God. 1 have not hereto-
fore made too deep an analysis of WHY I should give,
My giving has been voluntary and was done with a deep
regard to the values which worship has brought to me
But to most of us, our giving 15 3 habit we established
many years ago. Because habits are strong, too few of
us willingly look at our church giving in the light of our
present circumstances. The challenge lad upon us by our
Canvass to raise funds to build a Church requires that
we all give serious, prayerful thought to our personal
responsibility

Nol very many of us have had the opportunity to
share sacaificially in the building of a church. Yet wher-
ever we may go we can find a Church for our use. These
churches exist for us because other Christians made the
necessary sacrifices. They sacrifced for their Faith. They
built in thanksgiving. Now . . .
Reformed Church s thankful people? Will WE give
back to God a part of our treasure?

Our Church has many nceds. Not just Brighton Re-
formed, but the Church at large. We arc presently con-
cerned about some of them. But as individuals we must
face up to and recognize the GREATEST NEED of all—
our own NEED TO GIVE!!!

It has been proven times without number that in.
creased GIVING  will develop a greatly increased
INTEREST, not only in the church but i our own
spintual welfare. Whether we know it or not, our
interest follows our investment, Every family who s

are we of Brighton

privileged to use the Church should look upon this
Building Fund Caovass as an opportunity to make the
greatest sacnhce of our lifeime for our Faith. The
material benefits of these sacnifices will go to all our
Chuech familics, both present and furure. The SPIRI-
TUAL benehits will come to those who make the
sacrifice, BUT . . . it must be a SACRIFICE | . . NOT
just a token. Token giving brings very lintle benefit.
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CLarencE DeLvser
General Chairman

This Canvass is one of the few opportunitics for
ALL of us to join in the reabzation of our goal. The
Church NEEDS the things we are asking foe; WE
NEED the benefits which come from a personal act
of loving sacrifice. Il exch of us wall, in gratitude for
our Fath, make a sacrifical pledge to the Building
Fund, we will not only have the happiness of sharing
with the Church family in this great achievement, but
we will know the heartwarming thrll and spintual
lift that vomes from doing our BEST for God,

Yes—ithis 15 a challenge to all of us; not just the
few. It is an undeniable call to EACH of us to fulfill
the two-fold Commandment to love God and our
neighbor for the sake of God; an opportunity to dis-
charge the obligations and the responmibilitics an all-
loving God imposes upon us as HE rests us,

Some will not believe, and, therciore, will not give
They, not the Church, will be the poorer. | urge you
to follow your lay-leaders in this exating and tremen-
dously satisfying endeavor. Discover for yourself the
wonderful, priceless feeling that wall come (o you when
you decide to make a self-sacrificing gift to the work
of the Church and the Kingdom of God.

Sincerely,

Crarence DeLysen

Rochester, NY
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Our Needs...

W agE, and have been, a growing Church, This growth
presénts problems —  problems which should bring 2
measute of joy to us betuuse we are challenged to solve
them

Our grestest problem of growth is in Church Attend-
ance and in the Church School. Not only are vur present
tacilitics imadequate and unsatisfactory, but the situation
is further aggravated by 3 crowded condition that is
F\.llll’\g Ffos(ﬁﬂ\ CI! worse.

Amvone who has attended our eleven o'clock Sunday
n:uml'ng worship service koows how congested the
sandury an beome. At the present time chaies are
needed in the over-How room, in the aisles and even in
the Blossom Road vestibale. And this condition has per-
sisted for some time. In addition to this it i felt by
many that we need a more worshipful sanctuary, Our
God is one of order and beauty. All of His creatron re-
minds us of this. The place in which His people worship
should be suggestive of this order and beauty

We have reached 3 point in our Christian Education
program where the lack of adequate facilines 1 seriously
reducing its efiectiveness. All usable space is presently
eccupied. Much of it 18 overc rowded. None of it was
planned for educanonal uses, Inability to separate classes
except by means of cight-foot high movable curtains
results - constant intrusion of unrelated sound and
lessor: material into the teaching process. The high noise
level and continual distraction of intcrest to other sights
and sounds greatly reduces the effectiveness of teach-
ing skills

Ohr church school classes are held in theee diff

Specifically, these are our needs:

I. A Sanctuary which calls one to the spint of
reverence and of prayer, wheee we may worship
God 1n the beauty of holines and 10 the holines
of beauty, where the foous of attention will be
Christian in spinit and in name.

. A Clapel for private devotions, for small wed-
dings and funcals, for worship of our Church
School departments, our Women's groups, our
Youth gproups—a place of quict, where the door
is always open and welcomes the individual to
enter, pray and rest,

. Church School fanilities to mect the highest re-
quirements in Christizn Education—for all ages
—that our children, our youth, our adults may
know the love of God as revealed in Christ Jesus
and to learn the ways of God i daily hving
Separate rooms for classes, with the necessary
furniture, storage space, wonship center, bulletin
boards, blackboards, and other features incident
to the particular age-group and curriculum.

. A completely renovated and improved kitchen,
with all the most modern of conveniences, 5o
that our ladies in serving our dinners and
luncheons may be given every assistance for ful-
filling these important fellowship events.

5, Church offices for the cfficient operation of our
Church activities.
6. Off the strect packing space.

Those to whom we entrusted the work of study and

rec dation have approached the task humbly and

(=

g

=

buildings, none of which are adequate. For example, our
kindeegarten children, all twenty-five of them, meet in an
entry wiy, necessitating the closing of the Arbordale Ave
entrarce dunng the Sunday School hoar.

There are innumerable drawbacks to proper instruc-
tier. Material storage facilities are frequently cither poor
or non-existent. Sanitary facilities leave much to be de-
sired, as docs the lack of adequate and planned space for
outdoor clothing. Not the least important are the diffi.
culies of commonications and supervision engendered
by the wide separation of buildings and quarters housing
the Church School

We have 5o little time in which to give our children
the purposciul religious instruction they must have if
they are to be strong, intelligent Chnistian witnesses in
the difficult years ahead. If we are to fulfill our mission
a5 a vital, forward-looking Church—if we are to dis-
charge the clear responsibility pliced upon us by our
Lord—it 1s MOST necessary that we provide the proper
and necessary tools for the task

Brighton Reformed Church

intelligently. The results of their studies cleacly indicate
that we NEED additional and more modern facilitics,
and that we need them NOW.,

The needs of our Church can only be met by each of
us muking the preatest sacrifice of our lifetime for our
faith. 1f only 2 few sacrifice, our goal must be reduced
and we may well find ourselves losing the battle of
Christian witness. If all saerifice we will reap the harvest
of 3 work well done and a life well spent in the service
of God.

Our Church has been richly blessed during its short
but full history. We a5 members of it have been given
the opportunity to meet the challenge of aur time; and
our God will lead us. We cannot meet it in our own
strength, just as we could not have progressed thus far
in our strength alone. We must pray! We must work
together! Our faith and devotion and willingness 1o
sacrifice must be strong! We must be ready to sceve with
our best efforts and endeavors . . . "lift up thine eyes
unto the heavens from whence cometh our strength!”

CHesTER ENGLER
Initial Gifts Chairman

Church History
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Our Canvass Plan...
In order 1o raise $100,000, which is our Buillding
Fund Goal, 1t has been agreed thae we will won.
duct, berween now and April 14, 1957

AN ORGANIZED, INTENSIVE, FACETO-
FACE SOLICITATION IN THE HOMES. FOR
BUILDING FUND AND CURRENT EXPENSE
PLEDGES OVER A 150-WEEK PERIOD, BE-
GINNING APRIL 28, 1957.

Salicitations will be limited o member-Families,
prospecuve church members, parents of our school
children, and any other persons and familics who
consider themselves affiliated with Bughton Re-
formed Chuech bur are not technically members.

Individual face-to-face soliciration means that
there will be no solicitation in groups or meetings.
Nor will any solicications be made by mail. In-
stead, a sufficient number of our Church men have
been enlisted, qualified and organized as canvassers
to visit and solicie each faouly of the Church in-
dividually and privacely.

The intensive aspect of this Canvass means that
we will concentrate our efforts o obrain pledges
from every member-family during an intensive
twelve-day soliaration period, which will avoid the
necessity for a long-drawn-out follow-up program.

This will be primanly a Canvass for 150-week
pledges, Families pledging less than $1,500 will
be encouraged ta use the 150-week payment
method. Contnbutions and even initial cash pay-
ments on pledges will be discouraged during che
Canvass period. The use of pledges over a 150-
week period is a basic requirement of this Canvass,
because it has been proven many times over that
the only manner in which the members and friends
of a Church of ths size can provide $§100,000 for
such a program is not by cash coneributions, buc
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by subscription ta the paymenr of SACRIFICIAL

amaunts over a three-year penod,

The Volunteer Canvasser...

During the nexe few days 4 volunteer canvasser
will call ar your home. He will be a member of
our Church who has dedicated himself o this
effore by making an imporeant pledge o the Build-
ng Fund, However, he has extended himself even
further. He has accepted the need for FAITH,
PRAYER and SACRIFICE so complerely chac he
15 also devonng his time and energy as further
contributions toward the armainment of our ob-
jective.

He 1s a pare of this grear cffort because be
wanted to be. He was chosen for the work because
of his dedicated approach to the task. He stands
very tall in our Church because he has taken on
an obligation, in thankfulness, in hope, and in the
deeply rooted belief that whar he is doing is the
right thing for Brighton Reformed Church,

Prior to making his calls the volunteer canvasser
will have spent many hours in training and will
have acquired a complete knowledge of the nature
of the project we have undertaken. He will be
equipped o explain the aims and objectives and
[0 ANSWEr your questions,

The volunteer canvasser will be someone you
know and have respect for. Look upon him as a
friend. His task is not an easy one—it is, however,
accompanied by a deep sense of accomplishment
—not for himself but for the Church and the
Chestan Faith.

Welcome the canvasser into your home. He has
4 very moving story to tell you; he wants ro share
it with you so that you may catch some of his deep

dedication to this cause which is yours and mine,

Rochester, NY
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Inadequate!

Overflow!

Church School

ar

Confusion!

Cooking Classes?
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Our Responsibility. . .

THerE 18 nothing complicared or “high-pressure”
abour our hnancal pi.ul We are \'lrnph‘ .'ul»;ln\(:
thar every member and friend of 1‘rl_L'fllun Re-
formed Church set aside a generous and sacrificial
portion of their income each week for a p{'m\i of
150 weeks, and that they give the Church a true
priority on their contributions during thac tme

These gifes must be OVER AND ABOVE OUR
PRESENT CONTRIBUTIONS. The program
of the Church MUST go on. Any curtailment in
our presenc giving would indeed be a.imrmlulm:d
churchmanship.

Beginning abour the tme you receive this book-
ler, every famuily in any way affiliaced with Brighton
Reformed Church will be visited and given an
opportunity 1o become a part of this grear program
to build a new Church Building

Payments may be planned in accordance with
the wishes of the individual subscriber. Since the
amount needed for the new Church s a large
sum if thought of in terms of cash gifts we
would jeopardize the probabilicy of reaching our
goal if we .:lwrnp[uf to make toral gfs ina lump
sum. Total gifes can be much larger if weekly
payments are kept i mind. Then roo, giving is
part of the acy of worship. Just as we gather -
gether \\u-r_\'|.|]‘ each week so we should Eetnmo
the habit of giving sacrificially when we worship,

Pledge cards will be presented to members and
fnends of our Church in their homes. It should
be remembercd that making a pledge in this Can
vass is NOT like signing a note for the amount
subscribed. We are asking only that you indicate
an the pledge card how much you Ffeel you will
be able to Bive \1~:fll|_[_' the 150-week I,‘.-n',,_‘] 113

your hnancial arcumstances char

re for the worse,

or 1f you suffer any misforrune which would make

the continuation of payments an unduc hardship

Brighton Reformed Church

lll\u[} you, _\'lll“’ Slib.\\rll‘“l'” ln.‘l" h{.' rl.'dul.'(:d or ‘ll&'
continued by notifying the Church Office, How-
ever, if your fAnancial circumstances change for
the betrer, we hope you will want to increase your
subscription.

It is our earnest desire 1o provide for future gen-
ErAlnnsS—just as r‘.lhl \l_'l'_‘l'll.‘l’.l[ll'ﬂ) }\Il\\'ld(‘d fnr us.
Each of us must give in proportion to his ability
o give sacrifically—each must make a real sacri-
hce in his giving.

Our greatest need 15 the NEED ro GIVE.

We will be successful in reaching our goal o

the extent that we have and do THESE THREE
THINGS:
FAITH in our Church—in our God to bless

our work. In ourselves—that we can build a
Church. Thar we will build ic by our own efforts,
and by God's help.

PRAYER we will pray for the success of
our Canvass, because we believe that only through
prayer can we draw down strength from the heare
of our Father in Heaven to do grear things for
Him

SACRIFICE with a strong faith, and con-
tinual prayer, we will be ready to sacrifice in order
that our dream of a new Church will be realized.

We have been entrusted with a grear responsi-
bility. We can do no less than face up w it in the
finest Chrisuan tradinon. Nothing is impossible
with God’s help, and nothing is impossible for us
at Brighron Reformed Church. This is, indeed, our

t venture for Christ. Grear because 1t is for

gre:
our children and the furure; grear because ic calls
for greamess on our parr, for grear sacrifice, for
Breater giving for the Truth and the Faith we
live by

And giving greacly we pain greatly. Whac
grearer sapisfacuon could we have than thar we
gave unstunongly o the Church ar the ume She

needed our belp most?

Church History

Third Grade class meets in basement
of present church. Curmaima do not
keep out poise!

Nursery care provided during the sec-
ond worship service is now located in
the Guenther House. Help us provide
these children with a cleaner, brighter,
more efficient room.

This Sth grade class meets in former
“cold room™—heater on table in back
provides needed hear. A Kindergarten
el meers in same room during the
sevond wonship service,
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Church History

The Guenther House is used m ca.
pacity each Sunday. The Men's Dible
Class mived from Fellowship Leoxdge
to make mom for growing Junior |
Senior High Depariments, |

Adult Women's class must meet in
rear of church auditorium and are
nterrupted when wordhippens come
for sevond service.

Kindergarten class shows crowded con-
ditions with practically no work or
play space.
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How Much Shall I Grye?

THE PARAMOUNT QuESTION 15 NOT: “"How much
does my Church need?” It as: "How much do |
need o give as a faichful Christan?" The answer
comes o us *vhen we pladly accepe this responsi-
bility of cur Faith as an opportunicy for demon-
strared Chrisuan Stewardship, The Christian Stand-
ard of giving begins with $2.00 per week for each
£1,000 of Bross annual income. In mosr cases, sac-
rificial giving cannot be achieved unul dhis stand-
ard is met or exceeded. This kind of giving calls
for strength of will and courage to sacrifice

Invariably, this kind of giving strengthens faich
and brings an interest that permits a Church o
grow and render a greater Christian service, Sac-
rifical giving 15 whar we do when we think in
terms of how much we can give those we love.
Selhsh giving asks how lircle we can give and pet
by.

Sacrificial giving results in a pledge for a larger
amount that we thoughe possible for us. In our
Building Fund Canvass our ph.'-.l_L:{ should be for
the largest weekly amounr we have ever given and,
if we are over 60, for the largest amount we can
€ver CXpect o give

Cur p!l;dpl.'s will reveal our gl.lllludc 10 God
for His blessings. It will also reveal the measure
of our appreciation and concern for the work of

His Church

How Much Shall | Give?

The possibility of reaching our financial goal

© Brighton Reformed Church

i1s entirely dependent upon increasing the Standard
of Gaving among the member familics and Friends
of our Church. There will be no high pressure
solicitanon, bur we will not pledge mare than a
traction of the required amount unless we recog-

nize these basic faces

1. GIVING IS A HABIT—usually & weak token-

giving habie!

]

POCKET-BOOK-PROTECTION 1S AN IN-.
STINCT—usually a strong one!

3. OUR INTERESTS FOLLOW OUR DOL-
LARS—better-than-token giving will help in-
crease our anterest . our Church, and even

more IMPOrgane, in our own -.],'-mru.d lives!

4. IT IS EASY TO CRITICIZE, but hard o give

sacrificially!

5., UNTIL A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is making

a SACRIFICIAL pledge to the Church, they are

impovenshing theirr Chnsnamicy every tune they

use any Church facilicy. They are content o

utilize whar others have done without accepeing

adequate respe nsibility themselves

In the final analysis, the amount of our gift, con
sidering our means, comes down to the question of
how we feel about God and His Church, We shall
know that we have given enough when we feel
we do nor have ro apologize for our gitt w God
0or man

It 15 our hope w provide for our Church as we
have been provided for, In proportion 1o Our giv:

ing abiliry lec us givel

Rochester, NY
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How ro Make Your Gift ..

In the careful—and prayerful—consideration of
“How much shall 1 give? we should think of sev-
eral points, for the size of our pledges will depend

I.IP\JI'l:
1. Our Christianity
2. Qur inrerest in the church program

. Our recognition of the need

[

. Our financial ability
5. Our method of paying the pledges

6. Our willingness ro sacrifice

. Our desire o encourage others o sacrifice

8. Our willingness ro trust God and believe
His promise

&

. QOur faithfulness in prayer,

One of the greatest expenences in the life of a
Christian is thac of helping to build a church fa-
ality—not the edifice alone bur “a house nor made
by hands, eternal in the heavens.” To extend the
services of his Church in the community is to
widen his own horizons of Chnstuan living and
frllfl\killip.

Remember that the preatest effect of sacrificial
pledging 1s upon the donors themselves. The spir-
irual value of sacrifice has been known 1o man
since before Chnisuanicy. There would be no Chris-
vans today if it were not for the great sacrifices of
the carly Church leaders, You and your family
are requested o begin now giving serious, prayer-
ful consideration to the amount you will endeavor
1o contnibute for our Church.

A fellow member, who has made his pledge,
will call ac your home berween now and April 14,
with 3 card for your pledge.

Your Church does not challenge your ability 1o
give it challenges your willingness © give as
4 follower of Jesus Christ!

Brighton Reformed Church

Tax Advantsges

The Income Tax Act provides a deduction for
church donations up to 30 percent of net income.
The rax consequence of your giving will vary
from a im of approxi ly 18 percent o a
much higher figure depending upon the rate ap-
plicable to the highesc bracket of your raxable

income.

For example; 1f the highest rate applicable ro
the family man's income is 20 percent, the actual
cash ouclay for a gift 15 reduced w B0 cents of
every dollar contributed; if the highest rate ap-
plicable 1s 30 percent, then the acrual cash outlay
for a gift w the Church is reduced 1o 70 cents of
every dollar contributed, etc.

Also, there are many advantages in contributing
property and securiries.

If you study this fearure as it applies in your
own income tax arcumstances, you will be sur-
prised how important and worthwhile i is!

This charc may be helpful in deciding on the
amount of your pledge.

Weckly 130:-W ek
Pledge Total
$67.67 $10,000,00
$0.00 7, 500,00
4000 ..., 6,000.00
3333 5,000.00
30.00 4,500.00
2500 3,750.00
20,00 3,000.00
15.00 2,250.00
12,00 1,800,00
10,00 1,500.00
B.0O 1,200.00
G.67 1,000,00
5,00 750,00
A.00 450,00
2.00 300.00

Church History
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Our Canvass Organization

REV. WILLIAM C. HILLEGONDS

Mimirter

CLAREMNCE W, DE LYSER

Geecral Chayrman
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CHrsTes ExcLER
Tnitial Gifts Chairman

CANVASS COMMITTEE

Jacob DeVuyst, Charrmas

Chester G. Engler, feattal Gifti Clurmman
Jacuh Scheerens, Special Gifty Charremas
E. Letvy Hand, Teams Chairman

Marene Ashrook
William Pearion
Alexander Anderson
Fred Hoslet

Rioderr Ayetie, Diviin
Ray Tell, Diris
Robert Porteo

w Leader
x Leader
Paubds

1 Chatimsn

Cheater G. Engler, Canvars Tequrarir

TEAM CAPTAINS

lsase Hubregun
Carl Pearson
John Draon
Paul Nelson

ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE
Mry. Choster G Engler, Chairman

M. George Bawe
Mrs. Wallace Count
Mrs. John Lauweret

M, Chatles Mooee
Mrs. Jsase VanBogrel
Mes, Roland Woodhams

HOSTESS COMMITTEE

Mni. Clarence Delyrer, Chamman

Vive-Charrmin

Mrs. Maylon Howell

Mn. Alexander Anderson
M Edward Anderson
Mis. Marene Ashrook, fr
Mrs. Robert Ayette

Mo, Guy Hardwell Mrs
Mr Arthur Brouwer
Mis. Damoa Burton
Muss Sarah Cambier
Mrs. Edward DeBrine
Miss Janna DeGraff
Mr Donald DeVrie

Mis. G

Mrs. Jacob Fi
Miss Shitley Jean Hand
Wilbert Hebing
Mre Chatley Howdl
Mirs. Fred Howlett
Mr Joha Johaville
M Clyde Jund
Mr. Raymond Menne
Mo James Mischell, Sr

Mis. Istae Hebregum
Mre. William DeWitte

Mre William Wahl

Mixs Nancy Nell
M. Joha O
Mrs. Casl Pe
M Willzam Ross
M ). G Sayles

M. Marvin Scheerons
Mrs. Carl Trost

M Robert VanBortel
Mrs Jolm Zoanevylle
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Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

‘Ghis Book is Dedicated

In grateful tribute to our spiritual forefathers --- founders, pastors and
loyal members --- whose faith in Ged, loyalty to Christ and devotion to
His church left us o glorious heritage.

CHARTER MEMBERS

Mr. ond Mrs. Jacob Albright Mr. and Mrs, John Faa:

Mr. and Mrs. Marinus Ashroeck, Sr. Mr. Rokus Hallings

Mr. and Mrs. Abrom Baort Mr. ond Mrs. Leonard Johnion

Mr. Peter Beune Mrs, Jomes LeRoy

Mr. Abrom Cambier, Sr. Mr. and Mrs, Peter LeRoy

Miss Elizabeth DeBack Mr. and Mrs, William H. Rowerdink
Mr. Josias DeBock Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Van Bortel

Mr. Poul DeBack Mr. and Mrs. Adrion VandenBroecke
Mr. and Mrs. Jocob DeCock ' Mr. ond Mrs, Jacob VondenBroecke
Mrs. John DeCook, Sr. Mr. and Mrs. John Vanderlinde

Mr. and Mrs. Peter DeCook Mr. and Mrs. John VandeWalle
Mr. and Mrs. Jocob De Hollander Mr. and Mrs. Jocob Van Eeden
Mr. ond Mrs. lsaooc De Mallie Mr. Pater VerMeulen

Mr. and Mrs. Adrian De Mey Mr. and Mrs. Adrion Versluis

Mr. ond Mrs. Abram De Potter Mr. and Mrs. John Willink, Sr.

Mi. and Mrs. Isaoc De Roo Mr. and Mrs. lsoge Zonneville, Sr.
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A A

Rev. John Van Westenberg Rev
1691 - 1895

Fer. Henry C. Jocobs
1920 - 1927

D. Lowrence Betlen
1897 - 1910

Rev. Andrew Stegenga
1911 - 1918

Rev. Richord J. Blocker
1927 - 1929

Historical Notes

id memory, trait
N upon certain
em and then p
more
Impressions by which
ater years and upon which
struct guiding rules for our children. All
the pastors of our church have left untold treas-
ures of living examples of this type. You and I
have been Impressed in different ways, but *h
has been led unquestionably nearer to God ns the
have been lived and words of wisdom and love
n glven o us

To say ¢ material change stands above other
points of service, or that one project outshines
er would be unfalr, since ma flects have

°

impre
n to know t
our life's work. Pastor

55

¢ tho

several pastorates of these servants of God

Our church corner stone dates the year Rev
Van Westenberg joined us. During his third year
statlstics show we had the largest annual member-
ship Incréase in our church's history .

Rev. Betten was first to use the r
Road parsonare. Electric lights were dled in
the church, and the Classis declared our church
self supporting under his guldance :

1w Winton

Rev. Stegenga served us during World War Ol
and during that time organized and taught t!
largest men's bible class In our history.

Rev. Jacobs gulded his flock through the trans|
tion from Duteh to English services. Durlng h!
work here the Far and Near group was organized
Dally Vacatlon Bible School and Week-day Class
in Religlous Education were also undertaken
marking the transition toward the community
wide service our congregation supports today.

Rev, Blocker will be remembered for developing
that soclal Christian friendshlp expressed by the
enjoyable suppers, parties and mixed group gath-
erings now characterizing our church as the
‘Friendly Church."

Following Rev, Blocker's services with us the
elders cared for both the pastoral and lay work
In a most masterful demonstration of what lay-
men can do, The new parsonage on Arbordald
Avenue stands out as thelr offering during this
period ending in 1930,

The worth of these efforts and the great fore-
sizht of all these men is daily being proven by our
present pastor as he continues to find more and
more opportunities to serve his congregation and
the community at large.

PAGE 2
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Church History

Rev. Anthony Luidens,
D.D.

Samuel Johnson, the English author of Litch-
field, writes of Omar son of Hassan, that at the
age of seventy-five he began to seek the converse
of the wise and the gratitude of the good. This
will never be sald of our pastor and his wife who,
for these many years, have served with such zeal
and selflessness that no seeking will be necessary
on thelr part. Without walting for them to attain
that age, many endeavor now to repay in some
small way the numerous cccaslons when Invalu-
able services have been performed

Dr. and Mrs. Luid have lived among us these
more than twenty vears, sharing with all, the joys
that came thelr way and bearing, wherever found,

show me

o whom fhe

Oh! teach

Thot | may
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Mrs. Maoe Luidens

some burdens from the hearts of others. They
have never refused the task of the hour, desirl
a more ambitious one to appear

Thelr plans have not always succeeded, though
endless hours of labor were spent. Their hopes
have never faded that some ssing on others
might be sent. Cares have never left them free
for many hours, Health and strength have been
granted them to work today and to pray that an-
other day be given In which some greater task
might be begun. In turn, such constant attention
given to God's work among us, that
seeing thelr labor, desire with the poet
Hutton, Lo ask

s shine

Rochester, NY
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Brighton Reformed

“The Friendly Church”

REV. ANTHONY LUIDENS, D.D., Pastor

1951
Consislory

President and Pastor

Vice President and Pulpit Supply
Ushering and Sacraments

Treasurer

Youth Work

Fellowship Lodge

Evangelism ond Benevolence Treasurer
Publicity ond Radis

Men's Work ond Delegate 1o Clossis
Property and Improvement

Financial fecretary and Finance Chairman
Mutle and Clerk of Comistory

Boy's Work

Sexton
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Rev. Antheny Luidens, D.D.
Maylon Howell

Mervin Baker

Edword De Brine

George Field

Leroy Hond

Isanc Hubregsen
John Olyslager
Samue! Rounds
-Harold Smalley
Gordon Tait
Clorence Talsmo
Ro'and Woodhoms
Joseph Steehler

Church History

© Brighton Reformed Church

Rev. Edwin Luidens
Ruth Luidens
Carol
and
Donnie

Our Arabian

Our 60th Anniversary year was brightened lm-
measurably by the return home from Arabla of
Rev. Edwin Luidens and his wife Ruth, with their
children, Donnle and Carol. “Ed" and Ruth have
held our attention constantly during their vears
of preparation for Mission Work and news of thelr
activities has been eagerly received while they
were in the Near East golng about thelr labor of
love in our Lord’s work, It was certain then that
our groups would plan for them to tell of their
experiences in that far-off fleld. They never dis-
appointed us by belng too busy, even though their
schedules were full and the physiclan’s caution to
rest ns much as possible was a real necessity.

Our women's societies have been enlightened
by Ruth's reports of her work with the women.
Ed. has given us an Insight Into his work with the
men. Kings and princes and paupers allke heard
of the Master while recelving some physical serv-
lce, The esteem in which they are held in that
far-away land {5 evidenced by the fact that a
princess, visiting this land last summer for the
first time, enjoyed her stay in New York because

IMissionaries

of Ed’s and Ruth's having known her and her
brother while over there.

International conferences, Interdenominational
delegations and state-wide rallies have all heard
the story of the need of the Moslem World and
must, we feel, be much more sympathetic with
these people now that thelr personal storles have
been told, We are assured by Ed and Ruth that
our continued Interest In them has given the
muth needed extra energy and even greater de-
slre (If that were possible) to get back Into the
new field at Amara to which they have now jour-
neyed,

Our Missionaries are sponsored In their work
by four churches. Each has given some added
funds or equipment. We are glad to have been
able to pay $800 toward the car plctured below,
$200 for a tape recorder with extra rolls, and $500
for personual needs during the next five years

May thelr hearts be lighter and our prayers
and works much stronger as we all work together
in the Master's vineyard.

New Service Car for Mission Work

PAGE &
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Many common church problems would
be eliminated if oll church members would
realize that the church is theirs. Eoch
member hos equal privileges with every
cther member, and each has his own re-
sponsibilities. Some people act like wisit-
ors when they go to their own church, and
sometimes get their feelings hurt becouse
they are not shown oll the courtesies due
This only indicates their attitude
toward their church and its work. To hove

visiors

ony members of this kind, ond we find
some in every church, handicops the work
ond growth of the church

A member who hos the right canception
of hig church ond its work loves it and is
loyol to it in every way. He reolizes thar
it his church is 1o increase in number and
in spirit a3 it should, he must do his full
part. If he hos really arrived of the right
otitude toword Christ and His church, he
will bz oz slow to criticize the members of

Our Church

his church os he is the members of his
family, He will ever be locking after the
church’s best interest. His exomple will
be one of the church’s ossets. He will help
by attending the services and inviting
others to attend, and will do his port in
moking his church a friendly church with
a warm welcome for all,

The loyal member will support his
church, not accarding to whot he has given,
nor according to whot he believes will
appear respectoble. He will give all that
he is able in the light of God's word ond
his own conscience. This question is often
asked ond it is 0 good one: “Whaot would
my church be like if every member wos
just like me?* A church is alwoys like its
membears. God always blesses the indi-
vidual who is layal to Him and the church
Let us recolve 1o moke our church beftar
and o greoter power for good in the
community by being beller members.

Brighton Reformed Church

© Brighton Reformed Church

Our Church School

General Superintendent Maylon Howell

Asst. General Superintendent Leray Hond
Secrolary Miss Agnes Woiltiez
Treasurer Gordon Toit

Missionary Treasurer

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Superintendent, John Olysloger
Asst, Superintendent, lowrence Fabo
Teachern—

Miss Sarah Cambier

Lerey Hond

Dr. LaMor Hankemp

Mrs. Luretta Howell

Rev. Anthony Luidens

Mrs. Moe Luidens

Missions Progrom Choirman

Special Progrom Chairman

Church Mursery

Crode Rell Suparintendent
Miss Sarch Cambigr

Mri. Geralding Jynd
Mrs. Mary Urqubart
Mri. Ellen Hankamp
Mrs. Ruth VanDeWall

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Mart
Carl Pearson
Arthur Stickney

JUNIOR-INTERMEDIATE DEPT
Superintendent, Mrs, Fronces Tait
Teachers—

Arthur Brouwer
Mrs. Marthe DeRoo
Mrs, Frances Foba
Mrs. Susan Quant

FRIMARY DEPARTMENT

Superintendent, Mrs. Flarence Woodhams
Pionist, Miss Ann Tell
Teachers—

Miss Ruth DeRoo

Miss Batty Hond

Miss Ann Tell

Mri. Mory Urquhort

BEGINMNERS DEPARTMENT
Superintendent, Mrs. Nellie Logothetis
Teachers—

Mrs, Margoret Anderson
Mrs. Mildred Cole

Miss Evelyn Hubregsen
Mrs. Moe Hubregsen
Mrs. Clora Ross

Mry. Gladys Sayles

FAGE
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MEN'S BIBLE CLASS

Teacher Dr. LaMor Honkamp
Provdent Henry DeReo
Secretary - Treasurer Ray Tell

MEN'S CHORUS

and

LAYMEN'S SUNDAY SPEAKERS

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

SPEAKER
TOASTMASTER

GOLDEN RULE CLASS

Teacher Miss Sorah Combier

President Mrs. Ruth Hand

Vice President Mrs. Fronces Fobo

Secretary Mrs. Elsie DeBrool

Assistant Secretary Mrs. Laura Mitchell President
Treosurer Mrs. Morjorie Fioch Vice Previden!
Assivtant Treasurer Mrs. Ruth VanDeWall Secy -Treos
Mesdomes Sunthine Mrs. Ethel Baker Pragram Chairman

Mrs. Moe Hubregien

TFAGE =&
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K. W. CLASS SENIOR
Teachar Mrs Lureita Howell Advisar Kenneth Mart
Peesident Mrs. Gladys DeVuyst Prasidont Ronold Haond
Viee Fresidem Mr. Caorol Scheerens Vice President Harlon Fishes
Secretary Miss Lucille Marsan
Coeresponding Secretary Mrs. Nellie Logothetis
Treasures Mrs. Grace Revier

SUNDAY NITE CLUB
Roland Woodhoms

Mr.Mry, John Louwere!

© Brighton Reformed Church

"C. E'rs"”

Secretary Evelyn Porteous

Treaturer Kay Minnema

Rev. Corlton Harrisen SARAH CAMBIER
Chester Engler Feted for mony years of CE work

DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Superintendent Mry. Elsie Rehberg

Assistants: M. Mildred Cole, Miss Horret Jones, Mrs Janet

Langlois, Mrs, Deriv Wohl, M. Flarence Woodham:

PAGE
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Fellowship Lodge

COMMITTEE ‘
Rev. Anthony Luidens
Arthur Stickney
Leroy Hond

CONTRACTORS

Nicholos Koper
Rudolf Sassenhausen
Dovid Ferguson
James DeWine, Sr.
Themaos Keper
Elmer Lerch

Jomes DeWinte, Jr

Fellowship Lodge

Fellowship Lodge Is the realization of several
vears of planning and working so that Brighton
Reformed Church could offer a service center for
all types of community activities sponsored by the
organized groups in our church.

Along in 1943 Miss &#lattie Guenther, living
across the street from the church, also saw this
need and offered the 31, acrés of ground on which
she restded as a site for this work. Her offer was
accepted and the deed for the property trans-
ferred to the church at a total cost of approxi-
mately $2800. This amount was to pay off the
mortzage caused by pavement assessments

Oround was broken in the Spring of 1949 with

Koper Bullders as general contractors, assisted by
volunteer manpower under Jacob DeVuyst. Arthur
Stickney was the architeel. The bullding pro-
grezsed sufficiently to hold the 1951 Dally Vacation
Bible School classes In June, followed by a Con-
sistory meeting in July, then Sunday School class
meetings, parties, and the C. E. 60th Anniversary
Banguet on October 5th. The first public use was
Sunday, July 20, on the occasion of the dedication
gervice for Edwin and Ruth Luldens' car to be
usged for Forelgn Misslons work in Arabla. Thus
its first use indicates the desire of those who con-
tributed toward Its erection and equipment to be
of service to others that they might learn to do
likewlse,

PAGE 10
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HENRY DE ROO ond ROLAND WOODHAMS, Co-Chairmen

GORDON TAIT, Treasurer

JOHN OLYSLAGER, Editer

Jellowship Fiesta ‘Gime

The energy within our group of church organi-
zatlons was demonstrated during Fellowship Fiesta
Time, Doing for the other fellow {5 always a lot
more fun, even {f hard work., than seeking per-
sonal gain.

Most of us remember our parts in the events
We list several of the activities: Individuals per-
formed no small task In laying out the Searles
Park grounds, erecting the booths, providing and
collecting materials and equipment, policing the
property and caring for and returning all bor-
rowed ltems; some women provided the food for
the tables or baked goods and the Far & Near
group served them; Cubs and parents sold pap and
chill; men roasted hots and hamburgers; C. E'ers
attended games; Young Adults had klddic rides;
the Golden Rule class served waflles aad lce

cream; the K. W. Class sold peanuts, popeorn and
candy; the Ladles’ Ald served doughnuts, cake and
coflee; the Missionary Sociely offered plants and
flowers; individuals demonstrated trinkets and
gadgets; these efforts were announced to the pub-
lic enr by the P. A. booth, and to the eye by the
ticket committee activities and by the “Commu-
nity Call” bulletin, which was prepared by others
of the Young Adults, ably supported by enthusi-
astic ad canvassers from all groups, and by the
Boy Scouts and Cubs in charge of distribution

All these, along with a most responsive and
generously cooperative communpity spirit com-
bined to make the Fellowship Fiestas of 1949 and
1950 real succeszes. The proceeds approximating
$3500 were used in the erection of Fellowship
Lodge.

image 150 of 235

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc. Church History © Brighton Reformed Church

} 60th ANNIVERSARY BANQUET

Our “Women's Groups

Mri. Signe Pearson
Mrs. Moe Luidens
Carl Pearson
Rev. Amthany Luidens (Toostmoter)

Henry DeRoo Mri. Marithg DeRoo

LADIES MISSIONARY SOCIETY g on aat s
President Mrs. Carrie Blookman 1

Vice President Mrs. Gerrude Clow

Secrelary Mrs. Ethel Boker

Treasurer Mrs. Ann VondenBroecke

Assistant Treasurer Mrs, Mary DeCook

RN e | i
BANQUET SPEAKERS AND THEIR WIVES

LADIES" AID SOCIETY

Presiden Mri. Mayme Smith

Vice Preudent Mrs. Gertrude Clow

Sezretory Mr e v " A

Assistant Secretary ;,‘Ne\:;‘ Ba‘:": Mrs. Jacob DeGrofl : — Mrs. Libby Willink
¥ Chorter Member  Rev. Jocobs - Rev. Blocker - Rev, Luidens  Charter Member
Treasurer M. Alice Zonnevylle

Assistan! Treosurer Mes, Irene DeGraf

FAR AND NEAR CIRCLE

Prevident Mry, Ruth Delyser '
Vite President Mrs. Evelyn Modera
Vice Presidem Mrs. Mortho DeRoo
Secretary Mrs. Ada Alman *
Cor. Secrotory Miss Nellie Underhill
Treosurer Mrs. Moy Fisher

Sunthine Treasurer Mrs. Morgore! Hegeman

IAGE 12 “THE REST OF US” BETTY TALSMA
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GIRL SCOUTS

JEAN KUBITI, Coptoin
MRS, GRACE HEBING, Committes Chairman

CUB SCOUT PACK
No. 74

ROLAND WOODHAMS, Cub Moster
ROBERT GLASER, Asst. Cub Moster

STAMNLEY ALBRIGHT,
Choirman Pack Committee

BOY SCOUT TROOP
No. 74

JAMES WHITLEY, Scout Maoster
EDWARD PLANT, Asst. Scout Master
ARVID SEABLOM, Committee Chairman

EXPLORER SCOUT
TROOP No. 74

WALTER BLAKELY, Explorers’ Adviser

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

“@he Field is the World”

OUR COMMISSION

“Go ye therafore, ond teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the nome of the Fother, and of the
Son, ond of the Hely Ghosw.”

"Teaching them to observe cll things whetso-
ever | hove commanded you; and, lo, | am with
you alwoy, even unto the end of the world,”

St. Matthew 13, Verse 38

Sixty years ngo the Brighton Reformed Church
was part of a rolling countryslde, Near and around
it were nurserles, small orchards and fields. Picket
fences protected church lawn and family grounds
from the Intrusion of browsing cattle. At that
time, ours was a country church. Sunday worship,
an occasional mid-week meeting, excursions and
trips to “the lake” and Coburg, were the yearly
round of activities,

To-day we are a part of residential Rochester,
with long streets bordered by houses, residential
apartments, stores and f{actorles. We have become
part of a world-known c¢ity. This transition from
country to city, from neighborhood to interna-
tional outreach is completed. Truly, to-day our
“Field 1s the World.”

The red brick school on Winton Road, and the
wooden structure on Landing Road, of 1901, are,
In 1851, two large schools serving together nearly
one thousand grade school children Some of these
studied and played with children from England,
who, In returning home in recent years have
caused the field of education to become world-
wide in its interest and outreach.

Brighton Reformed stresses the spiritual train-
ing of her children. They that would have their
children serve the world will do well to have them
learn In the home, to love and serve the Saviour
of the world

On the panel of our church pulpit are two
meaningful symbols, the Torch, the symbol of
learning, and the Cross They, together, express

© Brighton Reformed Church

watched over younger mothers when new bables
came. These older mothers were often both nurse
and doctor. The fleld of mercy was our Intimate,
friendly neighborhood

Now our field, in ever widening clreles of mercy
reaches out Into our city hospltals. We wateh
fome of our girls enter Into nation-wide and
world-wide serviee Dally, our nurses, working
with the Red Cross Blood Bank, are gathering
blood plasma for use |n the army angd navy hos-
pltals the world over.

Clothing and gifts for the Indlans of the South
West; money to help bulld a dormitory for calored
girls in Brewton, Alabama, and tools, toys and
books for the mountalneers of Kentueky and Ten-
nessce are sent annually. Warm clothing s zent
Into the immigrant centers of Canada Many
packages stream In mercy to the Netherlands and
other countries in Europe. The little black and
brown orphans of the House of Happiness in Bah-
rain, are clothed by the apparel we send. Our
misslonary gifts afford drugs for innumerable per-
sons afllicted with eye diseases and leprosy. Surely
our field of mercy has expanded to touch the outer
rim of the world

It Is a source of gratitude to God that three of
our young men have gone into full time Christinn
service at home and abroad. These men are our
churchs’ heart, hand and hope in our land and
others. They represent us. Because we sustain and
support them, they are actually ourselves at work
in these fields

It Is our hope that in the coming half century
many young men and women will go into foreign
mission service. There is ever need of Christian
teachers, nurses, doctors, farmers, evangelists and
other guldes In Christian living Brighton Re-
formed has caught the Vision. We now see that
“The Field is the World' and we shall expand the
scope of our hope and enterprise unti! the small
field of our per=onal concern shall encompass the
whole world.

In the top section of the center window of our
Church, on the side where the sun shines through,
there are written these words, “Nisl Dominus
Frustrn.” These words Interpreted, say “Unless
the Lord builds we labor In vain.” With Him to
guide us we shall face the future with confidence
He who has spoken the waords will give us strength
to make them come true. “The Field s the
World!” With Him, we too shall be more than

the high ideals of the brighton Reformed Congre-  conguerors,
gation.
“The Field is the World.” A half century ago ﬁu&fn:/ GZ:““"“"'
deeds of mercy were very real. Older mothers
PAGE 15

image 152 of 235

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

Please Identify . . .
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Know
Your Reformed Church

Missionary

7

2

e L ke
AR

REFORMED CHURCH N AMERICA - Board of Wbt Missions

475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y., 10027

Brighton Reformed Church image 154 of 235 Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

Rev. Edwin Luidens
Ruth Luidens
Carol
and
Donnie

Our Arabian

Our 60th Anniversary year was brightened im-
measurably by the return home from Arabla of
Rev. Edwin Luldens and his wife Ruth, with their
children, Donnie and Carol. "Ed" and Ruth have
held our attention constantly during thelr years
of preparation for Mission Work and news of their
activities has been eagerly received while they
were In the Near East going about their labor of
love in our Lord's work. It was certain then that
our groups would plan for them to tell of thelr
experiences in that far-off field. They never dis-
appointed us by being too busy, even though their
gchedules were full and the physician's caution to
rest as much as possible was a real necessity.

Our women's societies have been enlightened
by Ruth's reports of her work with the women.
Ed. has given us an insight Into his work with the
men, Kings and princes and paupers alike heard
of the Master while receiving some physical serv-
ice, The esteem In which they are held In that
far-awny land is evidenced by the fact that a
princess, visiting this land last summer for the
first time, enjoyed her stay in New York because

SIWissionaries

of Ed's and Ruth’s having known her and her
brother while over there.

International conferences, interdenominational
delegations and state-wide rallles have all heard
the story of the need of the Moslem World and
must, we feel, be much more sympathetic with
these people now that their personal stories have
been told. We are assured by Ed and Ruth that
our continued interest In them has given the
much needed extra energy and even greater de-
sire (if that were possible) to get back Into the
new fleld at Amara to which they have now jour-
neyed.

Our Misslonarles are sponsored in their work
by four churches. Each has given some added
funds or equipment. We are glad to have been
able to pay $800 toward the car plctured below,
$200 for a tape recorder with extra rolis, and $500
for personal needs during the next five years.

May their hearts be lighter and our prayers
and works much stronger as we all work together
in the Master's vineyard.

New Service Car for Mission Work
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Our Church

Many common church problems would
be eliminoted if all church members would
realize thot the church is theirs. Eoch
member hos equal privileges with every
other member, ond each has his own re-
sponsibilities. Some people ad like visit-
ors when they go to their own church, and
sometimes get their feelings hurt becouse
they are not shown all the courtesies due
visitors, This only indicates their attitude
toword their church ond its work. To have
any members of this kind, and we find
some in every church, hondicaps the work
and growth of the church.

A member who hos the right conception
of his church and its work loves it and is
loyal 1o it in every woy. He realizes that
it his church is to increase in number and
in spirit os it thould, he must do his full
part. If he hos reclly orrived at the right
atitude taward Christ and His church, he
will ba os slow to eriticize the members of

his church os he is the members of his
fomily. He will ever be looking after the
church’s best interest. His example will
be one of the church’s assets, He will help
by oftending the services and inviting
others to attend, ond will do his part in
moking his church o friendly church with
o warm welcome for oll.

The loyal member will support his
church, not according to what he has given,
nor according to what he believes will
appear respectoble. He will give all that
he is oble in the light of God’s word and
his.own conscience. This question is often
osked ond it is a gocd one: “What would
my church be like if every member was
just like me?* A church is always like ifs
members. God alwoys blesses the indi-
vidual who is loyal te Him and the church.
Let us resolve to make our church bettar
and o greoter power for good in the
community by being better members
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“Che Field is the World”

OUR COMMISSION

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the nome of the Father, ond of the
Son, ond of the Holy Ghost.”

“Teaching them to cbserve all things whatso-
ever | have commonded you; and, lo, | am with
you alwoy, even unto the end of the world.”

£1. Motithew 13, Verse 38

Sixty years ago the Brighton Reformed Church
was part of a rolling countryside. Near and around
it were nurserles, small orchards and fields. Picket
fences protected church lawn and family grounds
from the Intrusion of browsing cattle, At that
time, ours was a country church. Sunday worship,
an occasional mid-week meeting, excursions and
trips to “the lake"” and Coburg, were the yearly
round of activities,

To-day we are a part of residential Rochester,
with long streets bordered by houses, residential
apartments, stores and factories. We have become
part of a world-known city. This transition from
country to city, from neighborhood to interna-
tional outreach Is completed. Truly, to-day our
“Field Is the World.”

The red brick school on Winton Road, and the
wooden structure on Landing Road, of 1901, are,
in 1951, two large schools serving together nearly
one thousand grade school children. Some of these
studled and played with children from England,
who, In returning home in recen! years have
caused the fleld of education to become world-
wide In its interest and outreach.

Brighton Reformed stresses the spiritual train-
ing of her children. They that would have thelr
children serve the world will do well to have them
learn In the home, to love and serve the Saviour
of the world.

On the panel of our church pulpit are two
meaningful symbols, the Torch, the symbol of
learning, and the Cross. They, together, express
the high ideals of the brighton Reformed Congre-
gation,

“The Field is the World.” A half century ago
deeds of mercy were very real. Older mothers

watched over younger mothers when new bables
came. These older mothers were often both nurse
and doctor. The field of mercy was our intimate,
friendly nelghborhood.

Now our fleld, in ever widening circles of mercy
reaches out into our eclty hospitals. We watch
fome of our girls enter into nation-wide and
world-wide service. Dally, our nurses, working
with the Red Cross Blood Bank, are gathering
bloed plasma for use In the army and navy hos-
pitals the world over.

Clothing and glfts for the Indians of the South
West; money to help bulld a dormitory for colored
glrls in Brewton, Alabama, and tools, toys and
books for the mountaineers of Kentucky and Ten-
nessee are sent annually. Warm clothing is sent
Into the Immigrant centers of Canada. Many
packages stream in mercy to the Netherlands and
other countries in Europe. The little black and
brown orphans of the House of Happlness in Bah-
rain, are clothed by the apparel we send. Our
misslonary gifts afford drugs for innumerable per-
sons afflicted with eye diseases and leprosy. Surely
our field of mercy has expanded to touch the outer
rim of the world.

It is a source of gratitude to God that three of
our young men have gone into full time Christian
service at home and abroad. These men are our
churchs' heart, hand and hope in our land and
others. They represent us. Because we sustain and
support them, they are actually ourselves at work
in these fields.

It is our hope that in the coming half century
many young men and women will go into forelgn
mission service. There is ever need of Christian
teachers, nurses, doctors, farmers, evangelists and
other guides In Christian llving. Brighton Re-
formed has caught the Vislon. We now see that
“The Field is the World' and we shall expand the
scope of our hope and enterprise until the small
field of our personal concern shall encompass the
whole world.

In the top section of the center window of our
Church, on the slde where the sun shines through,
there aré written these words, “Nisi Domlnus
Frustra.” These words Interpreted, say “Unless
the Lord bullds we labor in vain.,” With Him to
guide us we shall face the future with confidence.
He who has spoken the words will glve us strength
to make them come true. "The Field Is the
World!" With Him, we too shall be more than

CONQuUerors.
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‘Ghis Sook is Dedicated

In grateful tribute to our spiritual forefathers --- founders, pastors and

loyal members --- whose faith in God, loyalty to Christ and devotion to

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

His church left us a glorious heritage.

and Mrs, Jacob Albright

and Mrs. Marinus Asbroeck, Sr.
ond Mrs. Abram Baart

Peter Beune

Abram Caombier, Sr.

Miss Elizabeth DeBack
Mr. Josias DeBack

Mr.
Mr.

Mrs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Paul DeBack

and Mrs. Jacob DeCaook

John DeCook, Sr.

and Mrs. Peter DeCook

and Mrs. Jacob De Hollander
and Mrs. lsaoc De Mallie
and Mrs. Adrian De Mey
and Mrs. Abram De Potter
and Mrs. lsaoc De Roo

CHARTER MEMBERS

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
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and Mrs. John Faos
Rokus Hallings
and Mrs. Leonard Johnson

. James LeRoy

and Mrs. Peter LeRoy

and Mrs. William H. Rowerdink
and Mrs. Jacob Van Bortel

and Mrs. Adrian VandenBroecke
and Mrs. Jacob VandenBroecke
and Mrs. John Vanderlinde
and Mrs. John VondeWalle
and Mrs. Jacob Van Eeden
Peter VerMeulen

and Mrs. Adrion Versluis

and Mrs. Jahn Willink, Sr.

and Mrs. lsaac Zonneville, Sr.
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Rev. John Van Westenberg Rev. D. Lawrence Betten

Rev. Andrew Stegenga

1891 - 1895 1897 - 1910 1911 - 1918

Rev. Henry C. Jocobs
1920 - 1927

Rev. Richard J. Blocker
1927 - 1929

Historical Notes

Each one of us leaves some fond memory, trait
of character or indelible impression upon certain
lives as we meet, learn to know them and then pass
on to other fields of our life's work. Pastors, more
than most others, leave those impressions by which
we build our lives in later years and upon which
we construct guiding rules for our children. All
the pastors of our church have left untold treas-
ures of living examples of this type. You and I
have been impressed in different ways; but each
has been led unquestionably nearer to God as these
lives have been lived and words of wisdom and love
been given to us.

To say any material change stands above other
points of service, or that one project outshines
another would be unfair, since many effects have
been wrought by more than one pastor's efforts.
Here are a few of the events occurring during the
several pastorates of these servants of God.

Our church corner stone dates the year Rev.
Van Westenberg joined us. During his third year
statistics show we had the largest annual member-
ship increase in our church’s history.

Rev. Betten was first to use the new Winton
Road parsonaze. Eleciric lights were installed in
the church, and the Classis declared our church
self supporting under his guidance,

Rev. Stegenga served us during World War One
and during that time organized and taught the
largest men’'s bible class in our history.

Rev. Jacobs guided his flock through the transi-
tion from Dutch to English services. During his
work here the Far and Near group was organized.
Daily Vacation Bible School and Week-day Classes
in Religious Education were also undertaken,
marking the transition toward the community
wide service our congregation supports today.

Rev. Blocker will be remembered for developing
that soeial Christian friendship expressed by the
enjoyable suppers, parties and mixed group gath-
erings now characterizing our church as the
“Friendly Church."”

Following Rev. Blocker's services with us the
elders cared for both the pastoral and lay work
in a most masterful demonstration of what lay-
men can do. The new parsonage on Arbordale
Avenue stands out as their offering during this
period ending in 1930.

The worth of these efforts and the great fore-
sizht of all these men is daily being proven by our
present pastor as he continues to find more and
more opportunities to serve his congregation and
the community at large.
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THE CONSISTORY
of the

BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH

cordially invites you to attend the

Service of Installation of

THE REVEREND GORDON HOWARD CURTIS

as Minister of the Brighton Reformed Church
805 Blossom Road, Rochester, New York
on Friday Evening, December 2, 1960
at 8:00 P. M.

RECEFTION FOLLOWING THE SERVICE
IN FELLOWSHIP LODGE.

image 161 of 235

© Brighton Reformed Church

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc. Church History © Brighton Reformed Church

You are cordially invited to an informal reception THE SERVICE OF INSTALLATION
immediately following the Service.

It is hoped that you will make yourself known to our BY THE

Pastor and his family.
CLASSIS OF ROCHESTER

OF THE

REVEREND GORDON HOWARD CURTIS

AS MINISTER OF

The Brighton Reformed Church

ROCHESTER, N. Y.

THE CONSISTORY

ELDERS DEACONS
Clarence DeLyser Henry DeRoo
Isaac Hubregsen Edward DeBrine
Marene Asbrook Ludger Beauchesne
Roland Woodhams Donald DeVries
Robert Porteous Robert VanBortel
E. Leroy Hand George DeRue
HoDerkAvetse R Litsingen Friday Evening, December 2, 1960
John Johnville EIGHT 0'CLOCK

Ve
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Serbice of Worship

The Rev. Robert Zap, Presiding
Williamson Reformed Church

Stated Clerk, Rochester Classis
Organ Prelude — ""Sheep May Safely Graze" . . . . . . . .
Invocation

Hymn No. 437 '"The Church's One Foundation"

Scripture Lesson — 1 Peter 2
Rev. Robert Zap

Williamson Reformed Church, Williamson

Prayer
Rev. Donald DeBraal
Interlaken Reformed Church, Interlaken

Anthem — "O King All Glorlous" . . . . . . . .. . ...

The Sermon — ""THIS CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST"

Rev. Charles J. Boonstra

First Reformed Church, Rochester

Hymn No. 27 "Ye Servants of God"

[

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History
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®Office for the Installation of a Hlinister
of God's Word

The Invocation

Statement Regarding the Office of the Minister of the Word
Interrogation of the Candidate

The Charge to the Minister
Rev. George M. Flikkema

Second Reformed Church, Rochester
Interrogation of the Congregation

The Charge to the Congregation
Dr. Anthony Luidens, Holland, Michigan

Pastor Emeritus, Brighton Reformed Church
The Declaration of the Existence of Pastoral Relations
The Prayer for Grace and Guidance
The Lord's Prayer
Hymn No. 434 "Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken"
The Benediction
Choral Amen

Organ Postlude — "Little Fugue in G Minor” . . . . . . .. Bach
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Harold R. Bissett is employed in the New York State Division for Youth
and is Vice-President of Consistory, First Reformed Church,
Wyantskill, New York.

Gordon H. Curtis is Resident Manager, St. Marks Terrace, Penn Yan,
New York, and former Minister of Brighton Reformed Church.

Theodore De Soto is Principal of Monrce High School and served as
Chairman of the Pastoral Search Committee of Brighton Reformed
Church.

Gladys De Vuyst is Stated Clerk of the Classis of Rochester.
David E. Hughson is Director of Music at Brighton Reformed Church.

Russell G, Johnson is Pastor of the Second Reformed Church, Marion,
New York and President of the Classis of Rochester.

Eugene Ligtenberg is an industrial engineer at Eastman Kodak Company
and Vice-President of Consistory, Brighton Reformmed Church.

Norman E. Thomas is Provest of New Brunswick Theological Seminary,
New Brunswick, New Jersey,

Peter N. VandenBerge is Director of Library Services, Colgate Rochester/
Bexley Hall/Crozer Theological Seminaries and has served as classical
supervisor of the Brighton Reformed Church.

RUSSELL FRANK PATER

Russell Frank Pater was born in Philadelphia, September 3, 1930. He
%:uiunu_zd from Central College, Pella, Towa, in 1952 and New Brunswick
Fheological Seminary in 1955. He completed advanced studies in re-
ligious education at Union Theological Seminary, New York City, in 1956.
Since then, he has been Pastor of the First Reformed Church, Wyantskill,
New York. He has served on numerous denominational boards and com-
munity agencies.

Mrs. Pater, the former Janet Cooper of New Brunswick, New Jersey, is
a graduate of Rider College, Trenton, New Jersey and has taught business
education. The Paters have three children — Pamela Jeanne, who is
seventeen; David Russell, fifteen; and Carol Christine, fourteen. The
Ear;:jﬂ)‘-qus ]l{:lni in the newly-built parsonage at 7 Tree Brook Drive, Pen-
ield, INEWw Y Ork,

The members and friends o{ the congregation are cordinlly invited to the
n:-'-_-;‘_::rnm_ jor the Pater family in Fellowship Lodge immediately following
the Service.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History
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The Installation

of

RUSSELL FRANK PATER
As Minister of
The Brighton Reformed Church
Rochester, New York

in the
Classis of Rochester

Reformed Church in America

Sunday Afternoon, September 14, 1975
Four O'Clock
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Ondlen of Worship

David E. Hughso CHARGE TO THE MINISTER Peter N. VandenBerge
=3 arill avid E. Hu n

ERRLUDE —= Sy oa, the. Cazilion . Take heed, beloved brother and fellow servant in Christ, to yourself and

I ‘Benedictus” — Rowley to ;Ilret::; Il;l_t:n:kl aver thi:h the Hol¥ Spirit ?inku yorl:dwermi. Love Christ

" z Cre s i an 15 sheep. Be an example in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit,

eroecatan S Mindles Mulfat = A in faith, in purity. Atiend (o reading, to exbortation, to teaching Neglect

STEN SavL ugene Ligtenber, not the gi L is in you. itato on these things; give yoursell wholly

Vorow, S e UTATION i gt ] to them. Take heed to the doctrine and mnlinuenﬂmﬁ'rnﬂ therein. Bear

*ProcessionaL Hymy No, 13 — “God Himself is With Us” Arnsberg patiently all sufferings as a good soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ: for in

doing this you shall both save yoursell and them that hear you. And when
Pravee oF ConrFession (In Unison) }h; chielf hepherd shall appear, you shall receive a crown of glory that
ades not away,

God our Father: we have done wrong, and do not deserve to be

called your children. We have turned from your way, and have “*INTERROGATION OF THE CONGREGATION
followed the desires of our own hearts. We have not loved our Beloved in the Lerd, inasmuch as this most solemn procedure involves obli-
: you commanded. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mer gations and duties on your part toward him whom you hove called to
::lgu}:m::dasf:l‘:'l\fe S fo:'jethe Saks {I:f yoiu MR 'our Savior Jesz ain!s:w to you in holy things, I ask you before God and our Lord Jesus
. s ] rist:
Christ. AMEN. Do you receive in the name of the Lord his sesvant, our brother, to be your
minister?
WoRns OF ASSURANCE Do you promise to receive the word of truth from his lips with meekness
ScripTure LeEssoNn — Luke 16:19-31 Theodore DeSoto and love, and to submit to him in the due discharge of his holy office?

Do you ﬁromue to encourage and help him in his sacred work, and to

*THE AposTLES' CREED l:;b!?r with him in faith ;[l?d prayer _{’ar the honor of Christ, the well-being
ANTHEM — “God Made Our Hands” Jackson-Miller B P e A Ch BNy e of Jeegy - ) A
Do you promise that, as long as he remains your minister, you will provide
SeeMoN — "“A Ghost Storv” Norman E. Thomas compelent worldly maintenance and whatever else the honor of religion
| and his comfort among you require? What is your response?
Praver For BLESSING ON THE WORD
WE DO,

7&9 5%046'30% ﬂ”mm CHABGE TO THE CONGREGATION Gordon H. Curtis

Beloved in the Lord, receive this your minister in the Lord with gladness
and hold such men in reputation. Remember that God himnsell speaks to

Russell G. Johnson, Presiding you sgnd upm;iln };: you t}l:mugh him. Hecei!rn the ct;«:n“r{d whict he, nc(_-fry]il;s
» — N - " o Scripture, sha réach to you. not as the wor man but, as it is in
Hymn— No. 520 God of the Prophets Toulon truth, the \]\'ord of 'E':t«]:‘it Oborchth?m that have the mln;‘ over you, and sub-
W mit yourselves; for they wat or your souls, ns that must give
INvocaTioN thmi u’::: lhi'::ll:hty may do it “i..ith j?'y. and mtru('i;:’l:l;i 2 If you dlo these
, it 8 come to pass that the peace o shall enter into your
Tre ExposiTion hounf:g: and lh'.‘;lt you Wh:.i mir:hlhi-‘inahn in the mmehzlf a pmphe‘lc}:h_ng
receive a prophet’s reward; and throu is preaching, believing in Chris
THE INTERROGATION OF THE CANDIDATE shall thmpgh Chnist inherit life eternal
That it may appear to all here present that you, our brother, are willing
to accept this office as thus described, you are to answer sincerely these
queshons: G M
REETINGS Harold R. Bissett
Do you feel in your heart that you are called of God's Church, and there-
fore of God himself, to this holy ministry? ReapinG oF THE FormuLa Gladys DeVuyst
Do you believe the books of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word
of and the gcrfect doectrine of salvation; and do you reject all doctrines SIGNING OF THE Formura Russell F. Pater
oIy ual. DECLARATION OF INSTALLATION
Do you promise to discharge vour office faithfully according to this doctrine
and to adorn it with a godly life; also to submit yoursell. in case wou PrAYER FOR GRACE — General Prayer — Lord's Prayer
should become delinquent sither in life or doctrine. to ecelesiastical od- . PO
monition, according to the ordinance of our Church? *RecessioNaL Hymn No. 433 — “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
Doxnu promise {o be loyal to the witness and work of the Reformed Church Regent Square 1
In America. using your utmost endeavor to further her mission al home
and abroad? *BENEDICTION Russell F. Pater
Will you, with the help of God, atrive to fulfill all the duties of o minister "
rist; preaching the Word of God in sincority: adminiu:rin; the hol PosTLupE — “Psalm 19 Mercello
Sacraments in purnty; mml.:!.iainﬁ proper discipline in the house of Godv
and shepherding the flock faithfu Iy? l'-"hul is your response? * The Congregation stands
** Members of the Brighton Reformed Church stand
YES, TRULY, WITH ALL MY HEART Rl 5 J
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A housewarming was scheduled in June 1930 but was : DEDICATION SERVICE AND OPEN HOUSE
postponed '"because the grass was not hardy enough'. - :

- In October 300 people came to visit their new pastor FOR THE PARSONAGE
and his family and to inspect the new manse. Succeed- OF THE BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH
ing ministerial families (that of Rev. William Hille-
gonds, 1955-1960 and that of Rev, Gordon Curtis, 1960- | APRIL 11, 1976 - 3:00 = 5:00 P. M.

1974) lived in the Arbordale Avenue parsonage until
1972 when it was rented to a tenant at the mutual de-
cision of the current pastor and Consistory, because

the pastor wanted to purchase his own home, At 2 VEICOME
meeting on August 12, 1973, Consistory tcok the ac- SCRIPTURE LESSON: Matthew 7:24-27
i £ i £ f
;;gi£;3.38111n8 the Arbordale property for a sum o PRAYSR OF DEDICATION
THE THIRD PARSONAGE TOUR OF PARSONAGE

FELIOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
hen negotiations were undertaken to call the current
minister during the Spring of 1975, Consistory was
faced with the decision of providing a suitable resi-
dence. It was agreed to offer the new pastor the op-
tion of purchasing his own home with a stipulated
housing allowance or the church purchasing a parson-
2ge. A desire for a Y4-bedroom residence was ex—
pressed and, after much prayerful deliberation, the
Pater's chose the option of a church-owned parsonage,
with a future opportunity to buy the residence. With
dispatch, a Parsonage Committee was appointed under
the enthusiastic chairmanship of Elder Roland Wood-
hems and, after looking at a nunber of Properties,
consistory adopted the reccommendation of the Commit-
tce on June 17, 1975 to purchase a property in Forest
Fark, 7 Tree Brook Drive; Penficld, at a cost of
¢49,400. A 325,000 mortgage for 20 years was author-
ized by the Consistory, 1In addition, gifts of nearly
#2000 were generously donated by the congregation

and $3500 in low intercst church notes were pledged, It is the prayer of both Pastor's family and congrega-
Eev. Russell F, Pater and his family moved 1ﬁtodfhe tion, that this milestone celebration of the Dedicn-
current residence during the last week of August 1975, tion of the ncw parsonage on Palm Sunday, April 17, |

1976, will motivate us to be living, loving ard loyal
mepbers of Christ's Church in years zhead.

Rochester, NY
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Brighton Reformed Church

SOME HISTORICAL FACTS ON MINISTERTAL RESTDENCES
OF THE BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH

THE FIRST PARSOMNAGE

There have only been three parsonages in the eighty-
four year history of the congregation, Before accept-
‘ng the call, the first pastor of the Brighton Re-
formed Church, Rev. Van Yestenburg, who served from
1892-96, was informed that once the membership reached
150 the congregation would be in the position to buy
a parsonage, Apparently our small church rented the
first parsonage located at the corner of Winton Road
end Heather Streets, for when the Rev. D. Lawrence
3etten arrived in September 1897, he was a bachelor.
it a social in October 1898, Consistory minutes noted
‘hat Domine Betten introduced them to ""De juffrouw",
and the pastor's house was a cheerful and inviting
nome. The grim financial struggle was highlighted in
& note appearing about 1901. A 375 payment on parson-
zze rent had not been made for that current year, nor
was a payment of 375 made in arrears. As Rev. Betten
wrote:

"This was not quite =s disccuraging as it might

first appear to one unacquainted with the facts.

The owners of the building used as a parsonage

ware not disposed to push a matter in which

they themselves were financially concerned...."

Three Consistorymen who built the house in 1895 and
rented it to the church, offered to give ore dollar
for every $10 coniributed by members to help pay the
debt.

This parsonage, rented at a cost of §150 per year,

vas a constant drain of manpower znd money. The house

originally cost 33500 and the owners generously of-

fered to sell it to the congregation for 22500. Prom-

issory notes and generous stewardship enabled the

;hur;ghto take ownership of the parsonage on February
)y 1904,

Church History
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Acquisition brought upon the congregation the usual
problems of home ownership: ignored kitchen repairs,
sooty furnaces, plugged chimneys and painting. To
complicate matters, new water mains were installed
along Winton Road in 1905 at a cost of 3129 to %he
church. Bathroom facilities were installed in the
parsonage, while it was felt they were not nccessary
in the church. A short time later blasting for the
city's newly expanded sewer system along Winton Road
caused cracking ceilings and falling plaster in the
parsonage which caused a bill of £8.75 to be chal-
lenged by the feithful guardians of the church's
treasury. Electric lights were installed in both
the parsonage and church in 1907 after a long and
searching study by the Consistory on the comparative
costs with kerosene., With a special collection by
the ladies, tke congregation rejoiced when the last
13200 payment was made on the indebtedness of the
manse.

THE SECOND PARSONAGE

In 1928, a felt-need for a new parsonage saw the z2p-
pointment of a new building committee, Decause the
aging parsonage was causing immediate headaches it
was decided to dispose of it and purchase a new home.
A minimum sales price was establiebed but no buyer
was found. Despite a concern for parking space also,
around the church and expanding church facilities,
Consistory decided to build a new parsonage in 1929
at 219 Arbordale Avenue. This was a pleasant lcca-
tion removed from the noise of trolley cars and traf-
fic. Eventuslly, the old Winton Road property was
sold for a minimal amount.

Rev, Anthony Iuidens was installed by the Classis of
Rochester on March 13, 1930 as pastor of the Brighion
Church, commencing the longest pastorate in the his-
tory of the church, The Luidens lived ino the new
parsonage for a quarter of a century.

Rochester, NY
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Church History

PEOFLE:

September 12, 1965

PRELUDE
""Prelude" Franck
*HYMN 433 Tk
“"Christ Is Made the Sure Founﬂatzon" Regent Square
*SENTENCES - SALUTATION-

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy loving
Idndness; according to the multitude of Thy tender
mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us
thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from
our sins. For we acknowledge our transgressions
and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
us. Cast us not away from Thy presence and take
not Thy Holy Spirit from us. Restore unto us the
joy of Thy salvation and uphold us with Thy free
Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

KYRIE ELEISCN

WORDS OF ASSURAKCE
= % & ® %R & 85 ¥ F B F R W3 &
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Minister: As monbers of, the Christian church let

us affirm the things mos{ surely believed among
us, that we may apprehend with all the saints
what is the length and breadth and height and
depth of the love of God that passeth knowledge,
and that we may open our lives anew to the riches
of the everlasting gospel. We believe in one
God, the Father almighty. o :

Brighton Reformed Church

. SCRIPTURE I1XSSON
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We believe in one God, Maker of heaven and
earth, Iord, we believe; help thou our unbelief.

- May the unity of CGoll, righteous and loving, unaify
~our broken lives. May the fatherhood of God
‘establish us in true sonship. May the creative
love of God flow through cur human works.
Minister: Ve believe in Jesus Christ, his only
' Son, our Lord.

PEOFLE: Lordy; we believe; help thou our unbelief,

In the life of Christ help us to seek our true
humanity.
In the Cross of Christ may we die to self and the
world.
In the resurrect;on of Christ may we share his
~ victory over sin and death.
Minister: We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord
and Giver of life.
PEOPLE: Lord, we believe; help thou our unbelief,
By the spirit of holiness we would be cleansed of
- all unrighteousness.
Hipister: We believe in the Holy Catholic Aposto-
lic Church. =~
Lord, we beiieve; help thou our unbelief,
In the Holy Church may we recover our wholsnzss.
In the Catholic Church may we shzre our partial
insights in love.
In the Apostolic Church niale us wilnesses and ser-
vants of all manicind.
Miniater: Ve believe irn the life everlaslirvg.

-EEOPLE; Lord, we belicve; help thou ocur umbelief.

May life cternal fulfil und transfioram our passisg
days. :
Hay the Rssurrection hope give us victory over
despair.:
May the lif¢ everlastiang boing us into usbraiien
feliowehip with thee.

: (Children leave for Classasa)

*HYMN 348
YFaith of Our Fathersi!

Luke 1:5~

St. Cathérin-
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A SHORT HISTORY

From "‘the middle of the 19% Century a steady stream
of immigrants from Europe came into Rochester. By
1890 it was reported that there were 5000 people from
the Netherlands. The Reverend Peter DeBruyn, for 17
years a minister of the First Reformed Church, saw

“very clearly that a new Reformed Church was necessary

in the eastern part of the city. As one of the finpal
acts of his winistry, Lominie DeBruyn organized people,
first in homes, later in store buildings and finally
in a new Chapel built at a cost of $3,100. The funds
were contributed by the First Reformed Church and -
people living in Brzghton. By 1892 the Chapel was
complete. ’

Convening in Palmyra on May 3, 1892 the Classis of
Rochester heard the petition of 70 people desiring to
establish a new Reformed Church in Brighton. Formal
organization of the First Reformed Dutch Church of
Brighton, New York was setfor June 9, 1892 at which
time 55 men and womecn became charter members. Their
children and children's children are still with us.

A few of the family names that appear are: Baart,
Canbier, DeRoo, DeHollander, DeCook, DeMey, DeMallie,
Hallings, VandenBroecke, VandeWall, VanBortcl, Vander-
linde, Asbrook, Zonneville -- and many, many others.

The Reverend John VanWestenburg, who was president
of Classis when cur church was organized and who was
minister at Pultneyville, became the first pastor.

He served from 1891 to 1895. The Reverend D. Lawrence
Betten, who served from 1897 to 1910 was the pastor
when most of our "Fifty Year Members'' were reccived
into the church.. The Reverend Andrew Stegenga served
from 1911 to 1918 during the difficult Yorld War I
years.

While the "new" church hulldlng was completed by
October 1826, there was still reconstruction work to
be done on the old Chapel for school and social pur-
poses. A parsonage at 246 Winton Road wrs purchased
for 82,500. The church, originally financed Yy a
loan from the Board of Domestic Mission (now Board of
North Azcrican Missions), was declared fully self-
supporting in 1907. :
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REOIHE
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inna anderson Baart April 9, 1899 Marie DeCook Adams

Mamie Zonneville Smith April 9, 1899 Sarah Cambier

Libbie Jones Zonnovylle November 19, 1899 Maria Heyboer VanMeenen
Mary Bodine DeWitt April 14, 1901 Mary Morson DeKoker
Cornelius J. Baart April 14; 1901 Peter DeBrine

Nettie Bodine Brandt April 14, 1901 Beatrice Brunson Baart
Isaac VenMeenan February 12, :1906 alice Dibble .Zonnevylle
Isaac VanBortel February 12, 1906 Nellie Tierson Menne
Jennie Tierson Minck December 16, 1906 Marie Van de Putte Blakley
Jennie VanderBrocke DeHollander April 12, 1907 Helen Daﬁollander
Elizabeth Herman Buckley April 12, 1907 Lena Tierson DeWolfe
Cora DeCook Vanderlinde April 19, 1908 Petor Woitticz

Tlizabeth Bodine Lash April 19, 1908 Helen Hartsen Trost
Jennie Cambiaf Sﬁhoerens April 19, 1908 Jacoba VanRiezen Keymel
Carrie Johnville Blaakman April 25, 1909
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April 19,
“April 19,
August 31,
March 12,
April 16,
April 7,
April 7,

May 29,
april 12,
November 22,
February 1k,
February 1k,

April b,

September 14,

1908
1908
1908
1911
1911
1912
1912
1913
1914
1914
1915
1915
1915
1915
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Jesus

God, and that believing you

may have life in his name.

John 2051

y believe that

that you ma

i But these are written
is the Christ, the Son of

}'! J'Jr r‘lu._.p”‘ L)\OQ

FRw T, AAN FORTY FLOLL'rEVUMJLOV;
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HIDE 'N SEEK
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Hlddeu in the manzer scene to

the right are the followling:

a candy cane, a Christmas tree,

a4 star, a bell, an angzel, a gift-
wrapped Christaas pressnt, an ice
skate, & Christmas stocklnz, aand

a bird. B8ee 1If you can find and

circle them all, Then, if you'd

like, color in the picture.

ANSWERS ON PAGE g9,

WORD SEARCH

The Christmas words listed below, on the right, are all hiddea in
the puzzle on the left. By searchlng norlzontally, vertically,
forward, backward, and diagonally, see if you can find them all.

I WENYJESUTRETOU Jesus
“"AALREBEZECEDCGCEG G Christmas
TDNEEPYCHRISTHA Relndeer
IRGGIKARYDNACYG Hanger
SEENNPIGZTDEGSET Candy Cane
EHCADSANTREINOFUV Shepherd
HWPZATFOBRSEWJCE Wreath
TENEBIEAYTRYTEVRN Star
NEASANTACLAUSDT Joseph
ASNHTSLWBJIDIURY December
TEGERAJOFKO¥NSBHTF Twenty-Fifth
SHENACYDRACSLATY Wiseamen
GQLEXTRUSEIXEAT Tree
2 UF TR SN ARDTB D Angel
PIBVETANDWRIET ¢'H Santa Claus

Hary

e el
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For Halloween some of out memberns made
cupeakes, 1L was a nice surprise to
have with oun sweet cdden, Gk wore
umpkins a4 name fags - made by Dora
Plant,

Uk weleome our new member, Veaa Reynolds,

Our rccent white edephant sale was a
gread success with Dora Plant as our
auctioncer. W have this safe to put
money Anfo owr theasury and it really
hedps, The merchandise was all of o
good qualily -- and the bedding was
nice and high on some articlesl

Our President, Frank Exnisse, made
clothespin name tags for everyone to
put on thein coats in the cloakroom,

e hope this will prevent us f{rom taking
the wrong cont - which has happened,

e are Looking forwand 2o the holiday
season and we have many treats in afore
jor agl. Our avwal Christmas poriy/
Luncheon will be hedd on Tuesday,
Vzeember 14,at noon, This 44 afways
an enjoyable, well-planned event and
45 veny well attended.

(e wild not be hau:ingumec-t.btgé on
vecember 21 and 28, but wuiE nesume
agadn on Januery 4, 1983,

Ethet Shea

DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP

The December meeting of the Divorce
Support Group will be held on Saturday,
December 11,at 7:30 p,m, in the church
parlor, A continuation of the "Holidaze"
discussion will be the evening's pro-
gram, Members are requested to bring

a party-type treat (sandwiches, cookies,
pastries, etc,) to share, Punch will

be served,

Ce

Cavecrs

Our college students with December
birthdays are:

Miss Kristin DeSoto
Dean-Eaton Hall

St. Lawrence University
Canton, NY 13617
December 4

Mr. David Pater

245 Chesterfield Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
December 9

Miss Yvonne Swink
170 Penn Creck Drive
Hebster, NY 14580
(Cornell University)
December 20

(e will be helping with church decorating
and making fuminardies for Christmas on
Saturday, December 11,

Anyone who wants to hedp cut the Christ-
mas thees on Saturnday, December 4,
should contact Rev. Pater,

We wikk Light the fuminandies before the
Aenvice on Chaistms Eve, (e need help!
Please contact Sue Deluyat (566-7109) 4
you are able to assist,

Save Satunday, January & for ouwr winter
parly. We hope to aeserve a cabin 4in
a parh.

Sue DeVuyat

PLANETARIUM CHRISTMAS SHOW

A portion of The New Christmas Show at
the Strasenburgh PTanetarium features

a multi-media presentation of stained
glass windows in Rochester area churches,
BRC is one of the churches featured!

The show will run until January 2, 1983
and begins each evening at 8:00 p.m.
(Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00 and

3:30 p.m. also.)

L e
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Reformed Church World Service is the
emphasis this month, Arthur Simon,
founder of "Bread for the World," an
organization of 40,000 Christians,
suggests one solution to solve the
world's food problems is to influence
the policy makers of the nation.

"A single action by Congress or one de-
cision by the President can undo--or
multiply many times over--the dollar
value of all our voluntary contribu-
tions combined, To make an offering

in church for world relief and quietly
leave the big decisions up to political
leaders only encourages them to make
wrong decisions. Our silence is taken
as indifference or hostility when
policies are hammered out, - hungry
people become victims," Thus, we need
to write our legislators, give gener=
ously and pray,.

Reformed Church World Service responds
to crisis situations by aiding victims
of natural and man-made catastrophies:
=== earthquakes, floods, tornadoes,
famine and wars, It also supports
long-term programs to help developing
countries throughout the world,

HERE 'N THERE
(Continued from Column 2)

Other Regents Scholarship winners from
BRC are Eric Briner and Eric Lecte.
Congratulations to you both!

Julie Ligtenberg has been awarded a
scholarship by the Eastman Kodak Co.
Congratulations, Julie!

A reminder that your Lenten Denial
Folders may be placed on the offering
plate at any of the services during
Holy Week, A1l denial gifts are desig-
nated for the Albany Synod Mission,
encompasing Camp Fowler and the various
nurture and support programs of ocur
Regicnal Center,,.Other special offering
envelopes, such as Holy Thursday and
Easter, are placed in our church's
benevolent goals for 1982,

He were happy to welcome into our church
fellowship on February 28th the follow-
ing new members, Anna and Frank Uhlig
on Re-affirmation of Faith, The UhTig's
are active members of the Blossom Seniore
in which Anna serves as the Treasurer,
and reside at 110 Yarmouth Road. Gladys
VanDussen serves as their sponsor.

Alice Stratton by letter of transfer
Trom the United Church of Christ, Honeoye
Alice, prior to retiring to Florida with
her late husband, a former Dean of the
Evening School at R,1.T., was a member
of BRC for many years. Alice now re-
sides at the Town Gate East on 2006

Five Mile Line Road, Penfield, and is
sponsored by Roland and Florence Woodhams

A special word of appreciation is offer-
ed to Loretta Biller, who accepted the
logistical responsibility of organizing
the housing of the Hope College Chapel
Choir; to our RCW members who served
them an evening meal and to all the
host families. Their sacred concert was
truly a memorable event.

A fifth Sunday evening Lenten travelogue
is bieng scheduled for Palm Sunday night,
April 7th at 7:00 p.m., in the Chapel,
The Paters will show their tour throug:
some of the places Saint Paul the
Apostle walked in Athens and Greece,

Our congratulations to Lynn Alphenaar
and Walter Fray on their engagement,
Lynn is the daughter of Art and Laura
Alphenaar and now resides in Massachu-
setts.

Congratulations to Kris DeSoto. Kris
recently won not only the county but
the New York State cross-country ski
title. Kris has also been awarded a
New York State Regents Scholarship,

(Continued in Column 1)
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A ﬁ/z Hels

WHOZIT?

last days on earth?

}.l
2.

3,
4,
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

The puzzles below re

This person denied Jesus 3 times,

This person was the governor who sentenced Jesus to be

crucified,
This person helped carry Jesus' cross,

The governor sent Jesus to this person to be Judged.
This person brought spices for the burial of Jesus.
This person betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver,

This person was the prisoner the crowd wanted released

instead of Jesus,
Jesus was buried in this person's tomb,

This person was the high priest who tried Jesus,
This person told the disciples about Jesus' resurrection.

ANSHERS ON PAGE 9,

PIC-LETS

present some April holiday words,

can you identify the 10 people below who were part of Jesus'

T

By adding and subtracting

letters, using the letters and pictures given, see if you can solve these,

l.

2.

N
W —E + E + R = L I W ey
S
Faine 0 pposite
opposi
o W,
s fy e - - of =
T s
v |
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CAMP_FOWLER

Camp Fowler needs lay people, Lay
people, acting in the role of volunteer
cabin counselors, Camp Fowler would
not have the powerful impact it has on
the lives of our campers if lay people,

like yourself, were not involved. Please
call Carol Barton at the Regicnal Center

{513-374-4573) and volunteer today,

Brochures outlining the summer program
at Camp Fowler are now available in the
Sunday School Office, Included in the
brochure are details of several adult
conferences scheduled this summer,
They range from week-end to week long
events, Conferences for children in-
clude both in and out-of-camp events,
Registrations should be submitted as
soon as possible to ensure your choice
of weeks,

As of May Ist, Bill Faulkner will be
leaving the Camp Fowler Directorship and
going to a similar position with the
Harwick Conference Center. Uncle Bill
will be missed by all, but we do wish
him and his family well in their new
position,

Hembers of the congregation are {nvited
10 assist the fadies in the Spring

Wikl be meeting at the church during
the week of Aprif 5th, Please contact
Donna Vafenti (482-6165) 4§ you can be
0f assistance,

Chef Charles
tasting his
superb French-
’ Onion Soup,

U Ju

FELLOWSHIP CLUB

On April 24th at 6:30 p.m,, the doors of
the exclusive Chez Brighton Cafe, located
on the lower level at 805 Blossom Road,
will open. The tastefully decorated
Cafe features a candlelight atmosphere
and excellent cuisine for a mere $5.50
per person. The management requests

that reservations for the opening night
gala be made no later than April 20th,
by calling 288-5649, The evening's

menu will include: hors d'oeuvres, soup,
salad and Steamship Round of Beef pre-
pared by Chef Charles and his capable
kitchen staff, The menu is topped off
with dessert, Make your reservations
early for this four-star event,

ANSWERS TO KID'S PAGE

WHOZIT?

1. Mark 14:72 6. Matthew 27:3

2, Matthew 27:26 7. Mark 15:15

3, Mark 15:21 8. Matthew 27:57-60
4., Luke 23:6-7 9. John 18:24

5. Jdohn 19:39 10. John 20:18

PIC-LETS

1. Easter
(East + ¢ + r)
2. Eqg
(Leg - L + gold - 01d)
3. Cross
(C + rose - e + spear - pear)
4, Jesus
(Jet - t + sun - n + shoe - hoe)
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FESTIVAL OF DISCIPLESHIP

The Division of Christian Discipleship
of the General Program Council, RCA is
holding a Tri-Synod Festival of Disci-
pleship at Lafayette College, Easton, PA
July 19-22, 1982,

Emphasis will be on the experiental in
skill building, resourcing, worship,
Bible study, and fellowship. Workshops,
continuing small groups, street theater,
and music of all kinds will be prominent,
Each of the days will focus on a verb
phrase of the definition of disciple-
ship,

The costs for the family festival are:
$95,00 per adult, $30,00 to $45,00 per
child under eleven, The Festival in-
cludes leaders from all areas of the
denomination, including Rev. Richard
Otterness and his wife, Carolyn, from
Sodus Reformed Church, Further details
may be obtained from Rev, Pater or the
church office. Registration deadline:
July 1st,

FOOD SHELF

Food contributions being collected in
the entrance to our church, for the two
weeks prior to Easter, will be taken to
the Gospel Tabernacle Mission instead of
the ABC Food Cupboard, (Monetary con-
tributions are also welcome, to be re-
ceived in the church office,)

We are also requested to remember that
no proper storage facilities are avail-
able here for perishable food items,
Also, home canned items are also not
acceptable,

+esA sincere thanks to all members and
friends of Brighton Reformed Church
from Wayne, Jean and Christopher Fox for
your prayers, cards and calls on the
death of Jean's father, Richard S.
Bareday, in February,

sasAlice Ramaay im’lu Lo Aay "M
you" Lo all her grdends throughout the
church and the BEossom Senions for the
cards, prayers and telephone calls to
her daughter whife she was in the
Highfand and Strong Hospitals, They
really meant a Lot to her. May God
bfess you atll i

!

BIRTHDAYS

A befated Happy Birthday to our new
member, Alice Stration, whose birthday
was March 8th.

APRIL &: Martha Zecher
27: Mae Hubregaen
ANNTVERSARIES

APRIL 9: Anthur § Manian Teameraon
20: Edward § Dora Plant

m
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DOT-T0-DOT

Connect the dots from 1 to 30 to form & Hovember character.,

.Co
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— -.. .u
~ =
& =
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= L] L] [ .:‘ I
L -
& SR T < i
B w I 4
& / SRl ha g’
S & 4
g .
N 0 =
n. 5

ANSWERS ON PAGE 9.

SCRAMBLED SUPPER
Are you a}l set to slt down to a deliclious Thanksgiving feast?
After you've piven glery and thenks to God for all His blessings,
see 1f you can unscramble the worde below. They are all food items
we enjoy at Thanksgiving time.

1. FITSFUNG

2. BRACRYIRN EACUS

3. VARGY

4. EKNUPMIP =PI

5. HASKED OSTOPATE

6. KRUYET

7. SAQuUsH

3. WESTE EATTOSPO

9. TENACEMIM IPE

HAPPY NOVEMBERI L R HAPPY THANKSGIVIHG!
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AT kg ks'oﬂ'--ru Song a %. ;

w

A

Bicile} NSHERS T0 KIDts PAG re and words represented by the
=i £ m form three October words.

1 pf
p g House .
2% Gé"" el Star
allog ]
* Tent . L HBA + =
5 Cl..'p -t KT HeEk - Oﬂe
anoﬂeen

= Pumpk ip = Us 4 Kite &

e f B m T W] EC T [8
2 © HAN u o] u elhb rla
n n e dlu - O

==\
3. %“Cap . - T = you &'me

( + opposite of yes - (/—@ -
b
5
v
ANSWERS ON PAGE 5.
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N ssom Foniows

Our September Binthday iabde had Rev.
Russcll Pater and our presddent, Frank
Exndisse, Ao we sang a specdal Happy
Birthday to them and then to ouwr group
cedebrants, Paesddent Frank cven
baked the Birthday cake for the fabiel

(e Loat another mamber <n August, Martha
Stadimiilen., We gained one new member,
ifma Soucie, Weleome,Wifmal

e are in the process of aevising our
constitution. 1% needed 2o be up-graded
and Leonard Love has the job, The
memberns wilf vote on the changes when 41
44 conpleted,

Brighton Bowl wants Senion Bowlers. 1§
you are interested, contact Barb Goodrich.

We had (dve visitons at onc meeting,
recently, 1% 48 clivays a pleasure Lo
have them visit our ghoup. Affer three
visits they can bzcome members.

Oun annual banquet 44 coming up soon
and we always have a good furnout--plus
good food and fine (eliowship.

Beandce Leo and Margaret Heberfe are the
co-chasrawomen of owr Pinochfe Towrna-
ment, Our players are always ready for
a good card game,

Our Sepiember 28 meeting was a Colonel
Sanders' chicken dinner, With cur crafts
and cards the Lodge s always a hub of
activities on Tuesdays, Even the book
exchange 48 great, and Looks Like a

mind £ibrany some weeka,

Uande Hanss aeports uwechly on our sick
membens and Aends her get weld cards
Lo them after they are sdgned by the
members, She alao sends [Lowers fo any
members who are hospitalized and we all
contnibute to the fLower and adck fund.

Ethef Shea

-7

A

Our College students with October
birthdays are:

Mr, Bruce Alphenaar

Trinity College

P.0. Box 1532

Hartford, Conn. 06106
October 19

Mr., Paul VanderHorst

Box 278

Niagara University, NY 14109
October 27

Mr, Richard VanderHorst
St. John Fisher College
Huffey Hall, Box 330
Rochester, NY 14618
October 27

Two activities have been plamed for the
Coffege and Careers Group during the
month of Octobex.

Our socdal activily for the month will

be on October 3 -- an Aufumn Picnic., (e
will meet at the church at 1:00 p.an, and
go o Wild Winds Faam 4in Napfes, WY, Lo
view the fall fofiage, Biring watking
Ashoes fer nature hikes, New members are
moat wefeomel

On Sunday, October 17, at 7:00 pun.,ue

will hold our discussion meeiing in ihe
Clurch Parfor, The meeiding will be fed
by MNancy Duffy.

Sue DeVuyst

JUNIOR CHURCH NEMWS

Betti Abbas, Junior Church Leader, tells
us that a special Thanksgiving musical
presentation is being prepared, She
hopes to see all of our Junior Church
people each Sunday morning, You won't
want to miss it!

Also, during December plans are being
made for a special craft project during
the Junior Churgh hour, If at all pos-
sible, children’ should be present each
Sunday, in ordér to complete the pro-

-Jject. J
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DIED
July 6, 1929

BricaTon, N. Y.

BORN
Ocroser 11, 1901
Briguton, N. Y.

DANIEL WILLIAM DE GRAFF

Daniel William De Graff was the son of Mr. Jacob De Graff and Mrs. Janna
De Lyzer De Graff. He was presented to God in Baptism on December 1, 1901.
The Reverend A. L. Betten was minister at that time. He made a public confession
of his faith on April 2, 1917. He attended Indian Landing School, Brighton, N. Y.
He entered the East Rochester High School in 1915 and studied there for three
years. He completed his secondary studies in the Preparatory School of Hope
College, Holland, Michigan.

In 1918, under the preaching of the Reverend Andrew Stegenga, he definitely
decided to study for the Christian Ministry. He was a wide but discriminating
reader. In one of his papers he says: “Read all you can, when you can,—but not
whatever you can. Choose your books well and wisely. Become acquainted with
the great authors of the past and present and listen to their philosophy.”

In Hope College he joined the Knickerbocker Society, served as an associate
editor of the Milestone, was editor in chief of The Anchor, the college official
publication, and was a leader in the College Y.M.C.A. work of his days.

An attack of influenza in 1908 undermined his health. The completion of his
college work was denied him,

In one of his books are written these words:

“God laid upon my back a grievous load,
A heavy cross o bear along the road.

And thus, through all my days, from that to this,
The cross, my burden, has become my bliss.

Nor ever shall I lay my burden down,
For God, some day, will make the cross a crownt”

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History
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BORN
Jury 3, 1913
RocuestER, N, Y.

DIED
May 28, 1936
Rocuester, N, Y.

EDWIN WALTER VANDERLINDE

Edwin Walter Vanderlinde was the oldest son of Mr. Edward Vanderlinde and
Mrs. Cora DeCook Vanderlinde. His baptism took place in the Brighton Re-
formed Church on Sunday, November 16, 1913 with the Reverend Andrew
Stegenga officiating. He united with Brighton Reformed by confession of faith
on April 10, 1927.

After graduation from East High Edwin entered the University of Rochester.
He was an honored member of Theta Delta Chi. While a Junior he received the
John Dows Mairs prize for the best work in concentration in the department of
economics. He was elected to the Iota Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa Society
on April 7, 1933. He was recommended for a residence scholarship at Columbia
University by Dean W. E. Weld of the U. of R. In his letter to Edwin's parents
Dean Weld wrote, “The professors in the department of Economics were par-
ticularly interested in his career and believed that he would become an economist
of distinction. In recommending him for a scholarship at Columbia University
I ventured to make this prediction.”

Frederick C. Mills from the National Bureau of Economic Research Inc., writes
of Edwin in the following terms “Those of us who were associated with him at
Columbia had respect for his intellect and admiration for his courage. Above all,
we felt real affection for a fine human being.”

The roots of a noble life lie in religion. As Carlyle said “A man’s religion is the
most important thing about him.”

An anonymous writer says of Edwin “His personality grew out of the depths of
a great spiritual soul patterned after that of Jesus which gave it the gualities
found to be the best in life. These shall continue to be an inspiration and challenge
to those who knew and felt the touch of his personality.”

Rochester, NY
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Remembering the Faith and Ideals of these two vons of our Church, we dedicate this
Pulpil to the Glory of God, the complele preparation of youth for high Service, and
the encichment of faith and life to all generalions.

Preludes—"A Carpenteris born” . . . . . . . . . . Edmundson
“Divinum, My terum Candlyn

Call to Worship

Processional, Hymn 115, “O Come, all ye faithful”

Invocation with Lord's Prayer and choir “Amen"’

Responsive Reading 60 “Te Deum Laudamus’’

Scripture Lesson, Isaiah 9,1-7; 11,1-9

Anthem—"Bethlehem'® . .« » 0 o @ i ia ar el ol e Bowker

The Dedication of the Memorial Pulpit

Reading of letter of gift
written by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Vanderlinde, Donors

Reading of letter of acceptance
written by Freelon Kerry, Clerk of Consistory

Brief Life Sketches of
Daniel William De Graff
Edwin Walter Vanderlinde

The Prayer of Remembrance
The Unveiling of the Pulpit by

Janna De Gr.

Robert Vanderlinde

The Interpretation of
The Cross
The Torch
The Trefoil
The repeating of The Apostles’ Creed
Anthem—"Glory and Honor” . . . . . . . . . Rachmaninoff

The Offertory Hymn, 112—"“Joy to the world the Lord is come’’
(selected by the mothers of these two young men)

The Offertory Prayer

The Dedicatory Sermon—"The Lord is my light and my salvation.” Psalm
27, verse |

Prayer for blessing

Parting Hymn 246—"Oh Master, let me walk with Thee'
Sung at Edwin W. Vanderlinde’s graduation, June 11, 1933

Benediction

Postlude—"Gloria in Excelsis” . . . . . . . . . . Harrison

@ A. P. H. PRINTED IN U. 5. A, NO. 902L
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The Brighton Reformed Church

Rochester, New Bork
"3 Fnmily Churel”

219 Arbordale Ave. Rev. Authony Fuidens, M. Th.
Unlver 4985 Minister

To Mr. and Mrs. Edward Vanderlinde snd family:

The Brighton Reformed Church accepts, with deep

gratitude, the gift of a memorial pulpit, presented

and received in remembrance of Daniel De Graff and

Edwin Vanderlinde, who, having ended this earthly 1life
during student years, have bequeathed to this congregation
a vision of youth consecrated to the high aims and
purposes of Christian living.

This memorial pulpit, bearing the torch, the symbol
of learning and of seeking after truth; and the cross
and the crown, the symbol of sacrifice and eternal
victory, will always challenge the young people of
Brighton Reformed Church to combine these ideals,

to seek truth and to meke those sacrifices which are,
in themselves, as In the lives of these two young
men, unforgettable and eternal victory.

With acceptance of this gift the members of the
consistory bind themselves to receive and to use this
pulpit in the customary Sabbath worship, either in
the present church building or in a new building to be
erected.

We have further resolved to place a copy of this

letter of acceptance and assurence in the hands of the
donors and also in the minutes of the consistory.

Clerk
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e Foops

The Brighton Reformed “hurch Comsdsswewy accepts,with dee gratitude, W

in “_“.,{,u/ F At AL L
the gift of a Memorial Pulptt,memorializing—the—tife—end—spirit of

Daniel De Graff and Edwin Vanderlinde,who having ended thise arthly
life in student years,have | 1o our congregation av ision of
601&.4«( o ol
Youth devoted to the high purposes of Christian manhoode.The pulpit,
bearing the torch,the symbol of learningjard the coess andcrown,the
symbol of sacrifice and eternal victory,will ever be a challenge to
the young people of nrighton Reformed to combine these ideals in
learning and life.In accepting this gift the Consistory do bind themselves
and their successors to so construct and so accept the Pulpit
Sundey
that its use for the customary church worship , in the present
old building or in a new building to be erected in t he future,
shall be assured.Mrther be it resolved that a copy of this agree®
ment be placed in the hands of the donors and that a copy be spread
upon the minutes of our¥ church

Anthony Luidens,chairman

Mervih S Beker,Clerk
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MR. H. C. POFAHL, JR.

Older than most of the missionaries on
a first overseas assignment Harry E.
Pofahl, Jr., saw military service in
India during World War II, In the years
following the war he often said that he
would like to go back to see India again
because “it is a country that you never
forget.” India called him back—as a missionary.

Born in Grand Haven, Michigan, he is one of a family of three chil-
dren. His childhood and the depression years was a time when “we didn’t
have many of the luxuries but God provided enough.” As a boy he joined
the Boy Scouts, was active in Sunday School and church and went to con-
firmation class every week. At fourteen he was confirmed and made a
full member of the St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed Church in Grand
Haven,

In high school he took an apprenticeship course offered by the State
Vocational Board. Tests showing that he had ability with tools and math-
ematics he then decided on tool and die making. He graduated in 1940
and thought of going tocollege, but war was in the air, most of his friends
had already gone into service and tool makers were desperately needed.
Finishing his apprenticeship he went to work for Continental Motors in
the experimental tool room to build liquid cooled aircraft engines. Then
he joined the Air Force as a mechanic, and was sent to India.

On his return from service he met Janet Start who was to become his
wife. They were married in July 1946 and now have three children.

For three years he was engaged in the work of tool design and
product design for the Norge, Borg Warmner Corporation in Muskegon,
Michigan. Meanwhile his brother had started the Profahl Electric Com-
pany. In 1949 Mr. Pofahl joined the business. It grew and prospered,
forcing them to move to larger quarters several times until they finally
built their own building, Mr. Pofahl designed and prepared the plans for
it.

Mr. Pofahl had long been active in the work of his local church, the
First Reformed Church of Spring Lake, Michigan. He served as deacon
and as Sunday School teacher.

For two years he and Mrs. Pofahl debated whether they should vol-
unteer for missionary service. “God had kept me and blessed me all
through the years,” he said, and now he felt “the need for deeper things
in Christ.” Then his pastor showed him the appeal from the Church of
South India, through the R.C.A. Board of World Missions, for someone
to teach basic electrical methods in India. Mr. Pofahl had found his
mission.

* % %

Church History
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MRS. H. C. POFAHL, JR.

Quiet, pleasant Janet C, Pofahl has
enjoyed taking care of children ever
since she can remember. Her love for
her own three, Jerry Lee, Sandra Jane
and Susan Kay, will expand, as it al-
ways has to embrace whatever number
become her charges in her new home
in India.

Born (September 24) in Spring Lake, Michigan, Mrs. Pofahl has two
brothers who were 18 and 16 at the time of her birth. “Coming along so
late in the lives of my parents and brothers,” she claims, “I was thor-
oughly spoiled. But my parents did know the Lord and always saw to it
that I went to church and Sunday School. Dad loved the Lord and served
him in the church as elder and deacon.”

After leaving school Mrs. Pofahl worked taking care of children, Later
she became a cashier at the Federal Department Store in Muskegon. A
new experience for her, the job gave her much enjoyment. In it she “met
a variety of people,” she says, and it “broadened my outlook on life.”

Mrs. Pofahl continued to work ‘after her marriage until the birth of
their son, Jerry. Sandra came along two and a half years later, Susan
four years thereafter.

When Susan started Sunday School, Mrs. Pofahl was asked to teach
the beginners’ class. It proved to be “a wonderful experience,” she says.
She could "hardly wait for Sunday to come” so that she could “tell them
about Christ and see their little faces shine.” When classes were over
she “hated to give them up because they had become a part of me.”

Indeed, when the call to missionary service came, Mrs. Pofahl gave
up her work in her home church with great regret. “I am happy here teach-
ing God’s Word and living for him,” she said. But “if this is what God
wants I know I can serve him in India also.”

Mrs. Pofahl likes music, goes to concerts when she can and enjoys
playing recordings. Her husband’s favorite recreations are reading, fish-
ing, bowling and baseball; hers are entertaining, camping and hiking,
which they enjoy together, When Mr. Pofahl is busy at his hobbies, wood-
working and photography, she pursues sewing and gardening.

In addition to her church work Mrs. Pofahl has been active as a Girl
Scout leader, in a Home Extension Group, a Woman’s Service Club and
the Parents Teachers Association.

After pre-field orientation, Mr. and Mrs. Pofahl and their three chil-
dren left for India in the Spring of 1963 for study at the Bangalore Lan-
guage School in preparation for his assignment to teach electrical work
at Katpadi Industrial Institute.

Rochester, NY
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GO FORTH! [5] Whoever we are, wherever we are—we arée
sent with these imperatives of Christ. We

PROCL AIM! are sent as part of a community that looks
beyond itself . . . as part of a fellowship

TEACH! which exists for its Mission.

BAPTIZE! The Church is a missionary church or it is
no Church. To be in Mission is not a choice

WITNESS! for the Church or its members. It is its reason
for being.

SEND!

FEED!
The Church—all Christians—are called upon

HEAL! to cross more than geographical frontiers.
For wherever the Church is established its

PRAY! Mission remains the same: to know and love
the world in order to speak a saving and

LOVE! _J transforming word to the world.

TO KNOW OUR MISSIONARIES is to discover through them the wider
fellowship of our fellow Christians abroad, in many countries, of many

races. It is not only to meet their needs but to share their struggles
and to work with them for their goals.

TO KNOW OUR MISSIONARIES and their work is to learn that in a
constantly changing world new and dynamic ways of witnessing must
be found—where they are . . . and where we are,

TO KNOW OUR MISSIONARIES is to remember that throughout all the
world “God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess
that Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”
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UNA

Birthplace and Date:
New York City, N. Y.
November 2

Education:
Hope College, B.A., 1959
Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, N.J., graduate
work in Education

THE

RATMEYERS

ROLAND

Freeport, Illinois
March 18

Central College, Pella, Ia.,
B.A., 1959: New Brunswick
Seminary, New Brunswick, N.J.
B.D., 1963

Marriage Date: December 19, 1959

Children: John E., Oct. 12, 1961; Pamela J., June 6, 1963

Work Experience:
Secretary; Student Teacher,
Holland, Mich.; Caravanning;

Summer Work, Jicarilla Apache

Indian Mission, Dulce, N.M.;
Internship Program at Hope

Reformed, Los Angeles, Calif.

Present Assignment:

Farming; Caravanning; Student
Pastor, Wayne, N.J., Nyack,
N.Y.; Summer Student Assign-
ment at Jicarilla Apache
Indian Mission, Dulce, N.M.;
Intern, Hope Reformed, Los
Angeles, Calif.

Called to serve in House-Church, Julia Lathrop Homes,

Chicago, Illinois

BOARD OF NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS - REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027
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ROCHESTER, N.Y., WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1984 NO.

J Dutch Immigrants Formed Church

em Gothic brick building at
B0S Blossom Rd. The sancty-
ary can seat 400 puoqh‘.

— On Su y, April 29, 1984,

nda
the church celebrated its 25th
anniversary in its present loca-
tion by nfr-iu‘.lrin_u a history
room, complete  with photo-
graphs of the early church and
tts members., Anyone who has
items of interest to donate may
contact the Brighton Reformed
History Committee by calling
the church office at 288-5649,

Brighton Reformed Chapel
= was on Arbordale Ave. between
> Blossom Rd. and Birch Ter.
f  (now Heather St.). The medical
building is now a1 the site,

A "bellows boy'' was needed
to pump the organ, Horse
~.iu-|E\ were constructed to the
west of the building. Electri-
city was installed in 1907: ciry
water was piped in 1912, '

A farsighted decision in 1892
gave the vote to women in the
church.  Although far from
unapimous, it was not as vola-
tile as the language issue, In

1892 the ''Holland" language
was used for the morning ser-
vice, and English for the even-
ing service. In 1912 English
was used the lst and 3rd Sun-
days of the month and Dutch
the Ind and dth, with the 5th
Sundays  carefully  divided,
Not until 1927 was English
used for all services.

The parsonage was at the cor
ner of Winton Rd. and Heather
5t from 1895 until 1929, Rev.
Anthony Luidens, minisrer for
25 vyears, moved into the new
parsonage at 219 Arbordale
Ave. in 1930. The parsonage
was sold in 1972,

In 1943 Martie E. Guenther
offered her 3Y4-acre nursery
site and home to the church,
A non-member, she had lived
across from the church for
years and knew many members
well.,  Her house was later
moved to the corner of Shirley
St. and the south side of the
church driveway.

The Fellowship Lodge was
built in 1949 on the Guenther
property. It was used by the
actve Bov Scout Irouq 74,
which was started in 1925, as
well as many other church and
community functions. Today it
1s used for elecrions and
church functions, as well as
meetings for various groups.
An active group of abour 100
Blossom seniors meers there
weekly.

By 1957 the church was filled
to overflowing, its seating
capaciry of Eétl extended by
seating people in the entryway
and aisles on Sundays. In 1959
the church dedicated its mod-

Late in the last century, the
Dutch  immigrants felt * more
comfortable in a church using
the Dutch language. Most were
from the Main St - Henackey
Park (now Akron St.) area or
from the Dugway - Landing Rd.
area. However, the five-mile
trek to the First Reformed
Church on Main St. was too far
to walk, The minister of that
church, Rev. Peter DeBruyn,
encouraged the beginning  of
the new church on Arbordale
Ave. and Blossom Rd.

The founders hired architects
Gordon and Bragdon, who de-
signed an lralianate chapel,
which was built in 1891, Heat-
ed with coal and lighted with
kerosene lamps, the rented
pews were morc cxpe ve 1n
the middle of che ck

row was free

1896 the

1 added a new sancruary,
2 the chapel for an entry
for Sunday school
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'BRIGHTON REFORMED (EONGREGATION will
build this modified Culgninl church, designed hy

Church History

Architects Walzer and Miller, on site opposite the
present church on Blossom road, starting Apr. 15.

Dream Building Nears for Parish

Brighton Reformed congre-
gation plans a new church on
a 3'%-acre site across the
street from its present site
in Blossom road. Estimated
cost is $225,000.

Construction is scheduled
to start the middle of next
month and it is hoped to have
;.lsgs building ready for Easter

According to the Rev.
William C. Hillegonds, minis-
ter, overflow attendance at
Sunday services and inade-
quate Sunday school facilities
make the new building
necessary.

The new L-shaped church, language was used at all
of modified Colonial design, services until 1822.
will be faced with brick and One charter member sur-
stone. The ground floor will  yiyes, 92.year-old Mrs. Jacab
contain a 400-seat sanctuary, pe Graff who will particl-
a chapel seating 90, parlor, pate in ground-breaking
church offices, and toddlers’  ceremonies for the new
and erib fgon;;. Ah lo“;]n;ggvei building.
will provide 28 churc 00! :
rooms, several large assembly a0 P ganstructed . early
areas, a kitchenette, church in the ;:erltury. The original
school office and choir room, building houses the Sunday
BBy school. 4
BRIGHTON REFORMED Over, the years, complexion
was founded in 1891 by Dutch of the congregation has
farmers in the Atlantic ave- changed greatly. Now many
nue dugway area. The 65 nationality and denomina-
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charter members built a small  tional bac pre-
frame church and the

THE NEW CHURCH is the
dream of many years. Plans
came to a halt in the depres-
sion of the 1930s. They were
revived after World War II
and in a 1852 campaign
$70,000 was raised. Another
canvass last year brought in
$135,000.

Before the Rev. Mr. Hille-
gonds took over the pastorate
two years ago, Brighton had
been seryed for 25 years by
the Rev: Anthony Luidens,
now retired.

Chester G. Engler is chair-
man of the building
committee.

© Brighton Reformed Church
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ROCHESTER DEMOGCRAT AND CHRONICLE
, » April 14, 1958

BREAKING GROUND — Mrs, Jacob DeGraff of 305
North Winton Rd., flanked by the Rev. William C.
Hillegonds and Bonnie Revier of 503 Humbaldt Si.
prepare to break ground for new church building.

Charter Member Helps
Turn Sod for Church

The oldest and newest members of the Brighton
Reformed Church—DMrs. Jacoh DeGraff, 91, arfd Bonnie
Revier, 13— were star performers at yesterday's ground-
breaking ceremonies for the new church building.

Mrs. DeGraff, only living|™ e e
charter member of the church, which the world can neither give
and Bonnie, who was received nor take away."”
into church membership on| Mrs. Clarence DeLyser, presi-
Maundy Thursday, struck a gold- dent of the anrn's Guild
painted shovel into the ground |for Christian Service: “A church
and intoned: |-+ . where children shall learn

“That a church may rise here !0 love God and to be held
where the aged and youth shall | close to Christ, .
come to worship, pause to pray, . Frank Elliolt, president of the
and rise to serve." “"'Men's Brotherhood: “A’ church

i b k ks ‘e i -« « Where many shull be re-

‘12 reak this ground to- freshed in spirit, redeemed from
day,” responded members of

; : sin, relieved from pain and
the econgregation, standing in made heirs of God."

the warm sunlight around the The Rev. William €. Hille:
ground-breaking patch gonds: “A church .., ., where

The new building, scross the the unsearchable riches of
streel from the present church|Christ shall bear the fruit in
al B15 Blossom Rd., will he eon- making our human lives more
structed in a modified colonial leonstant, our homes more
style with brick and stone fac- Christ-like, and our families
ing. It is expected to be finished creative centers of Christian in-
by next Easter fluence.”

Other participants in the| The Brighton Reformed
Eround-breaking ceremonies Chureh was founded in 1891 by
voiced hopes for the church. |g group of 65 Duleh farmers

Chester G. Engler, chairman and until 1922 all services were
of the building committee: “A conducted in Dutch, The mem-
church . . . where the weary 'bership now is about 500, with
and heavy laden shall find peacelapproximately 300 youngsters,
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be broken to-
Reformed

of a

som

ice at 11 am,, the congregation
v go to the new site for the
| ceremany.

vie Revier, who was re-| 4
into membership in the
‘hurch last Maundy Thursday,
the oldest and newest members
Elder Walter Blakley, vice
resident of the Consistory, will
1 Others will be Ches-
rfve ) Engler chairman of the .
ilding Committee; Mrs. Clar
er, president of the
Women's Guild; Frank Elliott,

Passes Goa’lI president of the Men's Brother-

hood, and the minister, the Rev

A Brighton Reformed Church William . Hillegonds, who Is
fund drive to raise $100,000 in| president of the Consistory,
pledges for the construction of 3
a church-school building yester-
day hit a total of moze than
$130,000.

The Rev. William C. Hille-
gonds, minister, said he hopes
construction can be started late
this summer with the aim of fin-
ishing the structure by next
Easter.

The building, a modified Goth-§§
iec church with a wing for alj
school, will be erected on a 3%
acre plot opposite the present
church at Arbordale Avenue
and Blossom Road.

Some 50 persons eanvassed the
550-member parish  yesterday
afternoon. A “vietory dinner
will be held tomorrow at 6:30
p.m. in the Fellowship Lodye, a
recreation hall on the parish

grounds.
e T
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CORNER STONE
OPENED IN C

In a bricf and informal cercmony held
in Fellowship Lodge, Consistory opened
the box that was contained in the corner
stonz of the original Brighton Reformed
Church., Walter Blakley, vice presidont
of Consistory, officiated.

The contents, placed in the box at the
corner stone laying on July 4, 1891, in-
cluded time-wsathered documents that had
begun to crumble with age.

The first item in the copper box was
2 letter written by the Dominie (pastor)
of the First Reformed Church of Roches-
ter in which he tells the history of the
»arly Dutch scttlement in this area, Many
azwspapers had been carefully folded and
laced in the box along with other inter-
:sting data about the times.

A committes of Consistory will make a
study of thesc documents and a digested
form of their contents will be presented
in the next issuc of The Brightoncr.

4?0,‘"/ Jo +75§
BOKX
FREMONY
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ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION
Sat., June 14, 1958 5

“TAPED” SERMON and revised standard version
of the Bible are among items the Rev, William C.
* Hillegonds, pastor, prepares for preservation in cor-
nerstone of new Brighton Reformed Church in
Blossom road. Cornestone-laying ceremony will be
held at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow. Church and educational
wing, are scheduled for completion next Easter.
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Brighton Reformed Plans
Two Dedication Services

Brizhton Reformed Church
will dedicate its new church and
educational building, one year
in the making, at special serv-
ices tomorrow, with a commun-
ity program to follow next
Wednesday.

The minister, the Rev. Wil-
liam C. Hillegonds, will lead the
congregation in the Litany of
Dedication and preach the ser-
mon at the 10:30 a.m. service.
The choir directed by Nelson
A. Abeel will offer dedicatory
music, with Harold Harper play-
ing the new electric organ

At the evening service tomor-
row the guest preacher will be
the Rev. Norman Thomas, min.

ister of First Reformed Church|

at Albany, oldest Reformed
church in the nation. Also par-
ticipating will be three former
Brighton Reformed ministers—
the Rev. Henry C. Jacobs, Rich-
ard Blocker and Anthony Lui-
dens, D.D.

 In the community service at
|8 pm. Wednesday the new
|builrfmg‘s keys will be pre-
sented to Consistory, the
|church’s governing body. Ches.
|ter G. Engler, general chairman
of the huilding committee, and
Jacob P. DeVuyst, Consistory
vice president, will have a part
in the program, while the
preacher will be the Rev. Rob-
ert E. Slaughter, D.D., of Im-
| manuel Baptist. The Roberts
Wesleyan College Choir will
provide music.

The new building, across
Blossom Road from the old site,
|will provide seating for 90 in
its chapel and 400 in the nave.
The basement contains 22 class-
rooms. Following the trend of
providing off-street parking, a
paved area adjoining the
church can handle 100 cars.
The original structure, which
| still stands, was erected in 1891,

Now
BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH

Blossom Road at Arbordale Avenue

SERVICES OF DEDICATION
10:30 A.M. Service

"THE CHURCH OF CHRIST"

The Minister preaching
8:00 P.M. Service

REV. NORMAN THOMAS

Minister. First Reformed Clhurch
thany. New York .
Raoberts Weslevan College Choir

Wednesday, 8:00 P.M.
COMMUNITY SERVICE of DEDICATION
REV. ROBERT E. SLAUGHTER, D. D.

Minister, Immanuel Baptist Church

Special Musie

Rere, Willinm C. Hillegond, Minister
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RAZING THE ROOF—Workmen from
Damico Wrecking Co. launch demolition
work on old Brighton Reformed Church,
780 Blossom Rd. Built in 1891, later
enlarged, church has been unused since
May, when congregation moved into new

quarters across sireet. Clad in white
clapboard, old church had capacity of
230, compared with new structure’s 400,
When built, it was located in largely-
unsettled Brighton; now, it is within

city limits, in old residential area. |
D & C Wednesday, Sept 30, 1959

Building  Approved
First Dutch Reformed

Church and Dr. Ernest T. An-
derson, to erect a two-story

|masonry  building

on the

northeast corner of Blossom
Road and Heather Street to
be used for three professional
offices and an apartment and
Lo provide off-street parking.
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April 7, 1977

Good Friday, Easter services
announced by churches

Christian churches on the eastside will
celebrate Easter in special services
this weekend.

Church of the Annunciation, 962
East Avenue, will have sesvices at 9
a.m., 2:30, and 7:30 p.m. Friday; 9:30
am. and 10:45 p.m. Saturday; a
midnight Easter Liturgy and noon
Agape service Sunday.

The Lutheran Church of The In-
carnate Word, 597 East Avenue, will
have 11 a.m., 1 and 7:30 p.m. services
Good Friday; 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
seryices Easter Sunday.

New Life Community Church, 243
Rosedale Street, will have a 7:30 a.m.
Easter breakfast, followed by worship
at 10 a.m.

A joint communion service at 8
p-m. Friday will be held at the
Christian Reformed Church, 373 New-
castle Road. A 10:30 a.m. service of
celebration will be held on Easter.

Asbury First United Methodist
Church, 1050 East Avenue, will have a
noon service Good Friday and 9 and 11
a.m. service on Easter.

Third Presbyterian Church, 4

Meigs Street, will have 9:30 and 11
a.m. services Good Friday; a celebra-
tion breakfast at 9 a.m. Easter morn-
ing and services at 9, 9:30, 10:30, and
11 a.m. -
The First Universalist Church of
Rochester, 150 South Clinton Avenue,
will have a 7 p.m. service on Good
Friday and a 10:30 a.m. Easter ser-
vice.

South Congregational United
Church of Christ, at Alexander and
Pearl Streets, will have an 11 a.m.
service on Easter.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 200
Highland Avenue, will have a noon to
3 p.m. service and a 7:45 p.m,
Chancel drama Good Friday; with 7, 9
and 11 a.m, services Easter Sunday.

The Downtown United Preshyter-
ian Church, 121 North Fitzhugh Street,
will have a choir concert at 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, and services at 8, and 10:45
a.m. Sunday, with a family breakfast
at 9 a.m.

St. Thomas More Church, 2617
East Avenue, will have a 3 p.m. Good
Friday service and Stations of the
Cross at 7:45 p.m. Holy Saturday
Mass will be at 7:45 p.m. Easter
Sunday Masses will be at 7:30, 9,
10:30 and noon.

Blessed Sacrament Church, 359
Rutgers Street, will have 3 and 7:30
p-m. services on Good Friday; 7:30
p.m. service Holy Saturday; and mass-
es at 7:45, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. and
12:15 p.m. Easter Sunday.

Immanuel Baptist Church, 815
Park Avenue, will have a 10 a.m.
Easter Sunday service.

Bethel Full Gospel Church, 321
East Avenue, will have services at 9:45
and 11 a.m. Easter Sunday, with a
musical drama at 7 p.m. :

First Unitarian Church, 220 South
Winton Road, will have a Godspell
worship service at 8 p.m. Good Friday;
9:30 and 11 a.m. services Easter.

Brighton Presbyterian Church,
1775 East Avenue, will have a noon
service on Good Friday, and 9:30 and
11 a.m. services on Easter Sunday.

Brighton Reformed Church, 805
Blossom Road, will have a service at
10 a.m. Easter Sunday.

Church of the Reformation, 33
Grove Street, will have spoken com-
munion from 1l a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Good Friday and a prayer service from
noon to 3 p.m. at St. Luke's Lutheran

on Cumberland Street. A 10:30 a.m. -

Easter Festival service will be held on
Sunday.

The Alliance Church, 550 Meigs
Street, will have a united Good Friday
communion service at 7:30 p.m. at the
Gates Alliance Church, 2295 Lyell
Avenue. Easter Sunday services will
be at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 13
Vick Park B, will have services from
noon to 3 p.m. Good Friday; 8 and 10
a.m. and noon Easter Sunday.

—
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Christian churches plan
Holy Week services

Eastside churches will begin obser-
vance of Holy Week on Palm Sunday,
April 3, in preparation for Easter
services April 10. Among those ser-
vices:

Blessed Sacrament, 259 Rutgers
Street, will have a children's penance
service at 9:30 a.m. April 2. A solemn
Blessing of Palms will be held in the
school hall at 11:50 a.m.. Sunday,
followed by a procession with palms
and balloons to the church for 12:15
Mass.

Holy Week Evensong will be held
at Blessed Sacrament at 7:30 p.m.
April 4 and 5. A communal Celebra-
tion of Penance will be at 7:30 p.m.
April 6, with concelebration of the
Lord's Supper at 7:30 p.m. April 7,
followed by p ion and adorati
of the Eucharist in the convent chapel.
The service of Christ’s Passion and
Death will be at 3 p.m. Good Friday,
with Stations of the Cross at 7:30 p.m.

Holy Week services for Immanuel
Baptist Church, 815 Park Avenue, will
include a Maundy Thursday service at
7:30 p.m. April 7, celebrating the Last
Supper with choir and soloist accom-
paniment.

The Sanctuary Choir of Bethel
Full Gospel Church, 321 East Avenue,
will be featured in a production of the
“Alleluia’ Easter Cantata by the
Bethel Sanctuary Choir at 10 a.m.
Palm Sunday on Channel 10. A child-
ren's crusade with the Puppet Tree
Gang will be featured at 9:45 a.m.
services that day, followed by child-
ren's church at 11 am. A 7 pm.
evening service will be offered for the
entire family. Children's services will
be held at 7 and 8:15 p.m. Monday
through Wednesday.

A Godspell Worship Service has
been scheduled at First Unitarian
Church, 220 Winton Road South, for 8
p.m. Good Friday.

Special music will be featured at
10:30 a.m. services Palm Sunday at
Brighton Presbyterian Church, 1775
East Avenue, including the cantata
“‘Olivet to Calvary.' An 8 p.m. service
on Maundy Thursday will include Holy
Communion with special music. A
community service will be held from
noon to 1 p.m. Good Friday.

Palms will be distributed to all
worshippers at the 10 a.m. service
April 3 at Brighton Reformed Church,
805 Blossom Road. A T:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday service will include
Holy Communion.

The 10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday
services at the Lutheran Church of the
Reformation, 33 Grove Street, will

include a Faure Requium with choir,
soloists, strings, and organ. Holy Com-
munion will be included in 7:30 p.m.
services April 6 and 7. Spoken com-
munion will be offered from 11 a.m. to
3:15 p.m. Good Friday.

Abundant Life Services will be
offered at the Alliance Church week-
nights at 7:30 p.m. from March 31 to
April 3 and Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m. The Rey. Nathan Penland, a
noted soloist and speaker, will be
featured. A United Good Friday Com-
munion Service will be offered at 7:30
p.m. April 8 at the Gates Alliance
Church, 2295 Lyell Avenue.

A benefit concert by Bonnie Boyd
for World Hunger Relief Program wil
begin Holy Week activities at St.
Paul's Church, 13 Vick Park B, at 8
p.m. April 2. Eucharist services on
Palm Sunday will be offered at 8 a.m.
and noon, with a Confirmation and
Eucharist Service with Bishop Spears
at 10 a.m. A Eucharist and Healing
Service will be at noon April
Services at noon, 5:15 and 8 p.m. will
be offered on Maundy Thursday. Good
Friday services will be held from noon
to 3 p.m.

Palm Sunday services at St
Thomas More Church, 2617 East Ave-
nue, will include a 9 a.m. procession
and blessing of palms. A 7:45 p.m.
service will mark the opening of the

Holy Week Retreat with a rosary,

sermon, and benediction.

A retreat mass and homily confes-
sion will be offered at 7:45 p.m.
Monday through Wednesday, in addi-
tion to regular masses at 6:45 and 8
a.m. and 5:15 p.m.

A Mass and Procession to the
Repository at St. Thomas More will be
at 7:45 p.m. on Holy Thursday, with
adoration until 11 ,p.m. Readings,
prayers, veneration of the cross, ser-
mon and Communion will be offered at
3 p.m. Good Friday, followed by
stations of the cross at 7:45 p.m.
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™~ The four Reformed Churches of

£\ America in the Rochester area will
i participate in a combined Ash
7 Wednesday service at 7:30 p.m.
3 2 Wednesday at the First Reformed
28 Sn;e Times-Union o Church, E. Main and Alexander
al. Jan. 2, 1977 streets. Other churches represented
- will be Brighton Reformed Church,
. o Trinity Reformed Church and Lake.
GR I. < ’ view Community Church,
~AXeligion Notes
His Grace Bishop lakovos of the
3;;05}02::-095@ ?1 ;ne Greek Orthodoy Christmas Program 2
frehdiocese of North and Soyth -Li N
: jan;eg:a IS visiting the Green Ortho- lll:r'i.ht‘onA'R:Eo'r.l::dEhurch ¥
Eact A:Jl‘chml?f the Annunciation, 92 will Eold a festival of Christ- = ;’1
: €., this weekend. mas Music by candlelight on )f'u
D«_:lti'. bl9 ls;t_ Sy .m. %‘ncluded Qf}!
. 4 wi e Brin our To b
'J Bishop Iakovos will celebrate Great A Boy Is Bo:gn, I Wonderrd;:si S
espers at 7 tonight followed by an Wander and Love Came Down E‘\?;
open forum discussion with parj- at Christmas., =
shoners at the parish hall. Tomorrow _The' Chri_stmns ‘EVE ca‘ndle- -
morning at 10:15 he will celebra light service will begin at
H e rate the ?50 p.m. and the Service on
terarchial Divine Liturgy. Tomorrow Sunday, Dec. 26 will be ar
night at 7 at the Americana Hotel 10 A.KI'.

l:"i.she_zp Takovos will attend 3 celebra-

tion in huno; of the local head priest

lo)e t?;: parish, Father Athanasios
mos.

EUGENE LIGTENBERG, 52

Marble Dr., vicepresident O

_ Dr. Wallace B. Smith, pro, het-pres- 2 ton
ident designate of the pREgrgagi;ez the Consistory of the Brigh

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day | Reformed C"gf“' ?:sto the
Saints, will preach at the 11 am appointed 2 ?iga of the
workshop service tomorrow at the General Syngl urch  in
new church building at 5611 Pittsforg. Reformed @ el at
Palmyra Rd., Pittsford. He is a great America, 10 Sick'mﬁf’"‘
grand;o:d olhf Joseph Smith, Jr. who Fa‘irles;lih Madison, New
rgan i IVETR ;

ganized the church in 1830, Yosey from June 14-18, 1976.

LREEEL PesT EfE
In observance of the Week of -

;’raye; for Christian Unity, the con-

Tegalions, of St. John the E rmed ervi o
list’s Church and the Bri;?::?: Brighton Ref? Chmh!ce a
Reformed Church will share in g Blossom Road, will have 2

be

i ber E
musical program tomorrow at 7 p m. -1 music at 10 a.m. on Decem

al the Brighton Reformed Church,p 805 ;pec:\:lt]:na S mon enditled uchnsm‘;a: C

Blossom Rd. The choirs will perform 1, ised.”’ At 11 p.m. on Decembe! B

and a fellowship period will follow. Reappraisec. e will be held. -4

24, a candleligi:} servic

mmadin

e and rarnle hy

[ p———— Y

RN - . —————

BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH
805 Blossom Road Russell Pater, Pastor
““Christmas Reappraised’’
Sunday Worship and Junior Church: 10 a.m.
Church School 11 a.m. Jr. and Sr. High Youth Groups 7:00 p.m.
Phone 288-5649 Nursery Care provided
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: BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURCH Russell Pater, Pastor

wos B hoes ‘‘Hal the merciful’
py aré ; :
Sunday Worsphip and Junior Church: 10 a.m.

igh Youth Grouos 7:00 p.m.
PhChurch scho;l 11 a.m. Jr. and Sr. Hia e o dod
one 238-56‘

- e S i e

nge6 The Eastsider, Wednesday, June 29, 1977

- |ORIENTAL R BIBLE SCHOOL SET
FOR SALE | e i

duct Vacation Bi
RUG REPAIRING | from July 18 throngh 22 b

AND CLEANING | 5%!of Vacation Bible School
SiEE Is to involve all children of
- Established 1920 - the community in a Christian

unity in a C
Rochester Rug Works| worship. Regiscnsion i foe

1960 Main St. E.  482-1866 | 2nd deadline is July 1.
PATRONIZE CUR ADYERTi==me.

= —_—

—— ——

BRIGHTON REFORMED CHURC
805 Blossem Road Sunday Worship=10 A.M. %ssell F. Pater, FPastor
DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 12-16 9:00-11:30
4 year olds through 6th grade
Free registration Phone 288-5649

Neff-Ziegler
Wedding Held

BIBLE SCHOOL SET

Brighton Reformed Church at
805 Blossom Road will con-
duct a daily Vacation Bible
School from July 12 thru Jul
16 from 9 - I11:30 a.m. A
children from four years of age
thru sixth grade level are wel- &
come. Registration deadline is
June 21. There is no repis-
tration fee required.

=
=
-=
=

MR. and MRS, EDISON ZIEGLER

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Neff
of 197 Wisconsin St. have an-
nounced the marriage of their
daughter, Linda ouise, [0
Edison G. Ziegler son of Mr.
and Mrs. George E. Ziegler of
Zephyr Hills, Fla., on March
18 in Brighton Reformed
Church.

She is employed at Eastman
Kodak and he is employed at
Wepman’s. They will live at
66 Balsam St.

Brighton Reformed Church image 208 of 235 Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc. Church History

© Brighton Reformed Church

Purchasing Agents Honored By City

City Manager Elisha Freedman (center) is shown presenting certificates of
appreciation to (left) Kurt Weinbach, C.P.M. (Rochester Telephone); Clarence
S. Talsma (First Federal Savings & Loan Association) and Francis X. Sheller,
C.P.M. (Eastman Kodak Company), while the City’s Director of Purchasing, Joe
Macsuga, looks on. Joe is also a member of PAAR. Absent from the picture is
committee member Ed Kartlick (Eastman Kodak).

Brighton Reformed Church image 209 of 235

Recently the City Council unani-
mously passed a resoluton com-
mending the role of the Purchasing
Agents  Association of Rochester
in the reestablishment of a City
Bureau of Purchasing. The resolu-
tion read:

RESOLUTION

In Appreciation To The
Purchasing Agents Association
of Rochester, Inc.

Whereas, the City of Rochester
undertook to re-establish its own
City Bureau of Purchasing on July
1, 1975;

Whereas, the City had neither es-
tablished staff nor established pro-
cedures for performing such pur-
chasing functuons;

Whereas, the City requested the
Purchasing Agents Association of
Rochester, Inc. to “assist the newly
created City Bureau of Purchasing,

Rochester, NY
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Beresford area residents concerne

Good fences make good neighbors, the
poet said, and that is one of the things
neighborhood residents are asking for if
the city decides to rezone and sell some
of its land for industrial expansion.
Four industries want to purchase
three and one half acres of land
nounded by Beresford Road, Halstead
Street, Shirley Street, and the New York
Central railroad tracks on the east side
of Winton Road. The city-owned land is
zoned R-1 for residential use and the
industries are requesting a zone change
to M-1, light industrial use, before they
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Church History

buy it.

Speakers at last week’s informa-
tional hearing, called by the Planning
Commission, were generally opposed to
the change.

But if the zone change is approved,
anyway, they are asking for assurances
that it will not damage their neighbor-
hood and property values.

**My yard backs up to that property
and 1 don't want to look at cars in my
backyard. The fence there now is in
pretty bad shape, leaning inward. I
want a high redwood fence so 1 don’t

.uow
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have to look at a parking lot,” Donald
Froehler, 55 Beresford Street, said.

The city had proposed shrubbery to
screen off the property which Key
Drugs, Ron Ink, Alexrod Hardware, and
Rochester Polychrome want to use for
building expansion and additional park-
ing lots.

““Why not use both a tall wood
fence and trees,”’ asked Ada Hammer,
41 Beresford Road. ‘‘We need a good
shield behind our properties.™

A possible increase in truck traffic
was of concern to other speakers, who
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d about zoning

also complained about the current
traffic on Beresford Road which Key
Drugs delivery trucks use by mistake.
The Key Drugs address is Beresford
Road, a dead end street, but the
warehouse entrance is actually on
Hallstead Street.

Stephen Phillips, 42 Beresford
Road, suggested that Key Drugs change
its address ‘‘to prevent drivers from
coming down Beresford,’”” and then
back up the length of the one-way

street.
(Continued on Page 5)
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| Nazi Camp Made Him Cleric

VIEWING one of Germany's|
infamous concentration
camps shortly afler it had h:cn!
overrun by American troops!
swung the Rev, William C. Hille-|
gonds loward "hls fulure vo-|
cation, |
He recalls this conviclion|
when, a soldier in World War I, |
he first saw the Ordrulf camp:
“As I looked upon the eman-|
cialed bodies of hundreds ol
men and women whose greatest!
sin ‘was not to be part of the/
‘master race,' it struck me with|
real force that God never in-'.
tended life to be lived this way.
“Men were not meant to die,
like unwanted beasts. It seemed
en that the answer to the pre-|
cament of men Iay in a new
understanding and bolder ac-|
ceplance of whal is involved in! __ :
Christian love.” . ; 3
Before enlisting in 1942, the| REV. W. C. HILLEGONDS
Rev. Mr, Hillegonde, now pastor
{of Brighton Reformed Church,
lmcn't St all fteFested a lheil““ sons, Paul and Tim, live at
{ministry. Business management 219 Arbordale Ave. The boys
[was his goal. Iam pupils at School 48.
In the years between enlisl g
ment and the sudden decismm Y OU'LL s#e him once a week
at Nordrulf, he was a ‘erm.-anlj —Iif you are a sleady
in the 357th Regiment of the| ‘churchgoer. But even if not,
[ceived five Butlle stars and was| o0 be sure fo see him In
\awarded a Bronze Star for fm-rl»i fimes of tronble, fimes when
{torious service in the Battle of] you need friendly advice,
the Bulge. words of encouragement. Who
: After leaving the Army he is this man, your pastor?
fpoas g‘l;:d;lated I;on‘; l}ﬂr; LRDI This is the last of a series
fz;;ed Ehur:hsgnoxm‘:rine anedl on personalities of Rochester
'Weslern Theological Seminary.| ¢lersymen printed during the
{Al Hope College, he played var-| Lenten period,
|sitv baseball three years. !
| The Rev, Mr. Hillegonds® first
| pastorale was a small Christian-
|Congrezational Church in Mich-
igan, He wenl ta a Chatham,
N.Y., churech and came to
Brighton in 1035,
The pastor and his wife and
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BREAKING GROUND — Mrs, Jacobh DeGraff of 305
North Winten Rd,, flanked by the Res. Willlam C,

Hillegonds and Bonole Revier of 503 Humbolde St.
prepare to break ground for new chureh bullding. |

Charter Member Helps E
Turn Sod for Church

. :
The oldest and fewest members of the Brighton
Reformed Church—Mrs. Jacob DeGraff, 91, and Bonnie
Resier, 13—wern star performers at }‘ulirdlrl ground-
breaking ceremonies for the new chirch building. 4
Mrx, DeGraff, only llving !
charter memhber of the ehurch, |which the world can neither give |
and Bonnie, who wax received nor take sway.” |
into eburech memberabip on{ Mr Clarence Delyser, presi-
Maupdy Thorsday, atruck a gold. dent of the Women's Guild
painted ghovel into the ground for Christisn Service: “A church
and intoned: o .I;:erg:lld;dmt nuan: l:n::
“That a church may rise beee e A L]
it I.:n.'“MM s ;wm nhﬂls"";:':'; B"ﬂ:‘ﬁ. president of the |
:::"rf: o ”rp;‘.n._wu i N“"llnn‘n'gmlhrhwd: ;?1 c]:.urt'hi

- - oTe ne - 3
b Sresk s groutd 40 ireyhed n spiri, vedsemed trom
/m' eongragation, AUINE i} e sone of Lomh, PUA and|

made Beirs of Aod.”

the warm sunlizht sround the  gr. “pey

B g ph | 1 . . e
The new bulldiog, scrose the the unsearchable riches of

street from ihe present th\lrth‘lmrin shall bear the fruit in

5L 815 Blessom R, will be eon- | making our humasn lves moré

structed In a modified eolonlaliconstant, cur homes more

siyle with brick and stone fae | Christ-like, and onr [amilles

img. At Is expected 1o be tlnuh!dlcrﬁm‘m eenters of Christian in:

by Easter. Nuence.”

next A new.

Other parucipants In the! The Brlghton aﬁmdr;
ground.breaking coremonies|Chureh was founded fn 1891 by ||

ieed hapes for the chureh.  |a group of 85 Duteh ll::ams ]

Chester G, Engler, chalrman|and until 1922 all services were||
of the bullding committee: “A ennducted in Duleh n.:mmlt
chureh , ., where (he wesry iberahip now is about 300, with @
l"“’ heavy laden ahall find peace | approximately 200 youngiters.

sl
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Lolden, Dr. Anthony and
Mae De Pree
f. Astheorwy ond Moe De Prec

Luiden who died md wetk In

Mickigen. They ora e

A [ormer Brighton minister
died Friday in a Holland,
Mich., hospital, three days
after the death of his wife.

The Rev. Anthony Luidens, -~
85, had been pastor emeritus
of the Brighton Reformed
Church almost two decades.
He was pastor of the Brighton
church 24 years. Mrs. Mae
Luidens, 82, died Tuesday in
the Michigan community.

The Rev. Mr. Luldens came
to the Brighton church {from
New Jersey in 1930,

He twice was elected presi-
dent of the Pastors Union of
Rochester.

In 1842 he was honored by
his alma mater, Hope College
in Holland, Mich., at a conve-
calion where he was presented
an honorary degree of doctor
of divinity.

The college noted his educa-
tlonal work in the Reformed
Church of America.

For six years he served as a

" MRS. MAE LUIDENS
.. . in 1354 photogroph

Mae Luidens,
Cleric's Wife

Mrs. Mae Luidens, &2, the
wife of a former pasior of
Brignton Reformed Church,
died Tuesday in Holland,

w}ihn Luldens ls survived by
her busband, Dr. Asthony
Luldens, who was pastor of
the PBlostom Road Church
from March 1930 to December
1664,

Ghe also leaves a son, ﬂ::

. Edwin Luidens, an €X

m\m with the World Council
of Churches In New York
City

Rev. Luidens Dies *
3 Days -after Wite

k.

\' &
REV. ANTHONY LUIDENS
. . in 1955 photogroph

member of the board of trus-
tees of Northwestern Junior
College in Orange City, Iowa.

In 1951, acting on behalf of
his congregation, the Rev. Mr.
Luidens sent a resolution to
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Sunday, August 22, 1971

3k

President Harry S Truman ex-
pressing disapproval of Presi-
dent Truman's appointment ol
an ambassador to the Vatican

“It is a violation of our doc-
trine of separation of church
and state," the Rev. Mr. Lui-
dens said at that time.

Four years later he was
named president of the Feder-
ation of Churches of Roches-
ter, now the Rochester Area
Council of Churches

The Rev. Mr. Luidens deliv-
ered his final sermon at the
Brighton church Jan. 6, 1857
He had retired as pasior in
1854

He was a native of Holland,
Mich. and a graduvate of the
New Brunswick Theological
Seminary in New Brunswick,
N.J.

The Rev. Mr. Luidens was a
member of the 25-year club of
the Rochester Kiwanis Club.

He is survived by a son, the
Rev. Edwin Luidens, an exec-
utive of the World Council of
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REFUGEE PROJECT
The Senior Christisn Endeavor
Sooiety of the Brightan Reformed

|_,:m-r:h.in Bocheater was sparked by

an article in the Church Aerald to
consider the problem of World
Refugees.

Thoy built & shack on the l@n in
fremt of their beautiful new church
building (shown above). They also
made use of flyers, bulletins, a
mode]l shack inside the church and 2
thermometer in promoting this
endeavor. 3

The membera and friends of the
conarezetion responded genercusly
md & substantial gift wes made to
the Reformed Church World Service

’ to help those who are In desperate

nead,

Brighton Reformed Church
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v

quariers across street. Clad in white
clapboard, old church had capacity of
230, compared with new structure's <00,
When built, it was located in largely- k
unsettled Brighton; now, it is within
cily limils, in old residential area.

e

amico Wrecklni Co. launch demolition
work on old Brighton Reformed Chureh,
780 Blossom Rd. Built in 1891, later
enlarged, church has been unused since
May, when congregation moved in

LN
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PASTOR WILL
PREACH FINAL
SERMON HEREE

Rev. Henry C. Jacobs Go-|

| ing to Jowa 1 astor ‘116—-2
Specia’ Baptismal Serv-)
ice at Rrighton Church.

' P I
| *The Rer. Henry C. Jacobs of 2
Itpioton Road North, pastor of the
iBrigbton Church of Rachester, cOr-
pir Blossoaa Road snd Arpordale

L Avene, has accepled & coll 10 DOCCIRG |
tr: pastor of ine BeC md - Reformed ¢

pureh of Paila, Iowa

The TRev®lacobs will presch Tuisd

248 |

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

ewel]l spermon on Supda)
3 22 The family will mo
'-H'.hl.::\n and then on 1o lowas,
{apecial hv\ {am eervice has bewt -
{roagdd I¢ 7
| %¥ip =ish \.\"u’ chilldren b
{fore Mr. Jacobs' lewving. Twenl
ihames of c¢hildrén have veen pre-
'!B"d'J as Tollows i
Wealey Edmona ’1.!‘1 Stary Irepa |
D¢ Brine, Allen Joteph Yerdun, Jolan
Jaeth Dy Vuys! l-'u:‘..-\ Ovteriing, |
ick u-‘ l:‘..‘ B t, Frederick Pebex
¢ % ner Randall, Bob-
AR hesd DY
., llc:.:". ob Margares !
Buth EBoss, CGloria Jeape Owellen, |
Edun May L s, Janette Joabd |

Zonnerylle

) lon
betn Lﬂ{i 1-.{.‘ by he L5940 i
Coureh in America. Toe Girls Gles |
ciub a-ml the mrixed quarted - Dave !
sopped in Rochiester on thell easterD

Lours. 1|
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Brighton Reformed
Church Member 4
Marks Birthdate

Mrs. William Brouwer, Kansas
Street, who for a half century
has been a member of the Ladies
Migsionary Society of the Brigh-
ton Reformed Church, celebrated
her 57th birthday, Sept. 3.

Mrs. Brouwer, the former Jen-
ni¢ Hess, is the daughter of an
immigrant Duteh father who
served as a soldier in the Civil
War for four years. Following
the war, he came to Brighton to
live. He was the first baptized
adult member of the Brighton
Reformed Church.

Mrs. Brouwer is a charter
member of the first Ladies Aid
Society, founded in 1890 in the
home of Mrs, Bristol, of East
Avenue,

The children of Mrs. Brouwer
ittending the birthday celebra-
tion were: Mrs. Daisy Schilstra,
Faoirport; Mrs. Peter Woittiez,
Mrs. Elizabeth Taillie, Mra. Bea-
trice Steinmuller, all of Roches-

and Mra. James DeGraff,

B P~ N ?
Parnal G T i trbe (D,

TIP3 7 D) \
LT !:"LL .3'.#\.!. G ’:L-‘I‘ (-1 -r'c‘“'-t{ L~ ._

image 217 of 235

© Brighton Reformed Church

Rochester, NY



Digitized by RGS, Inc.

Brighton Reformed Church

Church History

.

Brighton  Refor
was on Arbordale Ave. between
Blossom Rd. and Birch Ter.
(now Heather St.). The medical
building is now at the site,

Late in the las: century, the
Dutch immigrants  felt ~ more
comfortable in a church using
the Dutch language. Most were
from the Main St. - Henackey
Park (now Akron St.) area or
from the Dugway - Landing Rd.
area. However, the five-mile
trek to the First Reformed
Church on Main St, was too far
to walk. The minister of that
church, Rev. Peter DeBruyn,
encouraged the beginning ~of
the new church on” Arbordale
Ave. and Blossom Rd.

The founders hired architects
Gordon and Bragdon, who de-
signed an Italianate chapel,
which was buile in 1891, Hears
ed with coal and lighted with
kerosene lamps, rt-.— rented
p!._'“"n were more t'\F‘('f\?\l'.'(' n
the middle of the chapel -- the
front row was free! In 1896 the
church bought the adjacenr lor
and added a new sancruary,
using the chapel for an entry
way and for Sunday school

Oms .,

EVERY COPY OF THE EASTSIDER IS DE

Serving the 18th Ward - 21st Ward - Irondequoit - Brighton Areas

w EASTSIDE

FORMERLY THE EIGHTEENTH WARDER
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Dufch Immigrants Fonﬁed Church

med  Lhapel

em  Gothic brick building ar
805 Blossom Rd. The sancru-
ary can seat 400 people,

611 Sunday, April 29, 1984,
the church celebrated its 25¢h
anniversary in its present loca-
tion by dedicating a history
room, complete  with photo-
graphs of the early church and
its members.  Anyone who has
items of interest to donate may
contact the Brighton Reformed
History Committee by calling
the church office at 288-5649.

A "bellows boy'" was needed
to pump the organ. Horse
sheds were constructed 1o the

city was installed in 1907; ciry
water was piped in 1912,

A farsighted decision in 1892
gave the vote o women in the
church,  Although far from
unanimous, it was not as vola-
tile as the language issue, In
1892 the "Hcﬁand" language
was used for the morning ser-
vice, and English for the even-
ing service. In 1912 English
was used the lst and 3rd Sun-
days of the month and Dutch
the 2nd and 4th, with the 5th
Sundays  carefully  divided.
Not until 1927 was English
used for all services,

The parsonage was at the cor
ner of Winton Rd, and Heather
St. from 1895 until 1929, Rev.
Anthony Luidens, minister for
25 years, moved into the new
parsonage ac 219 Arbordale
Ave. in 1930. The parsonage
was sold in 1972,

In 1943 Mattie E. Guenther
offered her 3'4-acre nursery
site and home to the churci-u.
A non-member, she had lived
across  from the church for
years and knew many members
well.  Her house was later
moved to the corner of Shirley
St. and the south side of the
church driveway.

The Fellowship Lodge was
built in 1949 on the Guenther
property, It was used by the
active Boy Scout Troup 74,
which was started in 1925, as
well as many other church and
community functions. Today it
i1s used’ for elections and
church functions, as well as
meetings for various Broups,
An active group of abour 100
Blossom seniors meers there
weekly.

By 1957 the church was filled
o overflowing, its seating
capacity of 230 extended by
seating people in the entryway
and aisles on Sundays. In 1950
the church dedicated its mod-

west of the building, Electri-
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NEW CHURCH GOES UP—The $225.000 Brighton Reformed Church on Blossom road near Winto
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q First Dutch Reformed Church of Rochester, N. Y. Organized 1852.
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