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REPCRT OF THE PASTOR for the YAAR ending DECEMBER 31, 1930,

To the Council and Membews of
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rochester, I,Y.

Dear Brethren:

Thru the mercies of our heavenly Father I am again permitted to
bring to you an anmual report, the eleventh in my service as your pas-
tor., XNeedless to say I rejoice that God has allowed us to work together
for so many years, and, I believe we may look back over the years of
fellowship and service together aad say that God has wonderfully blessed -
our association,

The year, which has just closed, has been a very trying one to both
the Couneil and myself, In addition to the usual obligations arising
from the administration of a congregation as large as ours, there has been
the added burden of financial stringency. I can say for both the Council
and myself that we have done the best we could under the circumstances;
that we are very happy conditions are as good as they are; and that we
feel, keenly, the trials of the members of the congregation and as keenly
appreciate the fine supoort the marjority of the members have glven even

in the face of so very difficult a situation, This 1s the second time
in the course of my ministry as pastor of Grace Church that we have had
to face a financial and industrial slump. In 1921 the then Church Council

and myself had %o carry a like added burden, I am happy to say that our
eondition now is, relatively, very much better than then, At that time
we closed our fiscal year with debts about as large as those with which
we close this year, But, since our income for the whole year was only
about two-thirds that of the year 1930, the proportion of carried-over
debts was very much larger, By the middle of 1923 every pemny of this
carried-over debt had been made and in addition s substantlial reduction
recorded in our total indebtedness, I have no fear of the days before
us, your loyalty, together with God's guldance, will lead us out inte
greater blessings than we have ever enjoyed in the past,

The following statistics are but symbols of the real activities of
the past year, but emblematie of the far-reaching service we are render-
ing for the Kingdom of our Saviour, You gust read between the lines for
the romance and glory of that service,

1; MEMBERSHIP;
During the pas$ year our

Accessions have been as follows, =
By Confirmation,,,essssrsssssrssnss 2
By Letters from other Congregations
By Relnstatenent,cecesssesscccncsee 8
By Profession of FaltE,ecsesssssess L

3
Loses have been, -

mDanth....'t...tt...l.l'.ll'..ll. s
By Letters of trﬂnﬂter'o.oo-oononan 2

'.ByWlthd.ralals.nu..-......,.."., !i

M“l.tmno--o--nn-----tn.h}
M“O"'Illlilti"" "“’15 mﬂuuzs
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This bring our present nominal membership up to &31.

2: EORSHIP:

A: Services:
Sunday morning: the total attendance for the 46 Sunday
mornings I occupied the pulpit was
10,558, an average of 230 per service,
There were ten Sunday evening services with a total at-
tendance of 1,187, an average of 118 per service,
There were ten week-day services with a total attendance
of 2,062, an average of 206,

Recapitulation;
46 Sunday monring services, 10,558 in attendance;
10 Sunday evening g , 1,187 * "
" "

e s 24062
services in all with 13,797 in attendance

an average of 209 for each service held,

B: Comxrmanion:
555 persons partook of the Lord's Supper during the year,
This represents 67% of the congregation, leaving 33% fall-
ing to avail themselves of this blessed privelege,
These 5&9 persons partook of The Sacrament 1,251 times:
T3% or 411 of the 559 received the Sacrament only once,
and that during Holy Weel,

3: PASTORAL ACTIVITIES:

A: Ministerial Acts;
17 children were baptized durinz the year;
14 couples were married;
22 funerals were conducted;
Privtae @Gommunion was given to fourteen persons,

B: Pastoral Calls to the number of 485 were made during the year,

C: Administrative;
H5e 709 letters wore sent out;
25,744 pleces were run off on the miemograph;
The teolephone was used 314 times,

D: Miscellaneous:

There were 30 catechetical instruction period during the
year;  The Senior Class has 16 children enrolled;
the Junior Class, 253

I delivered 31 addresses and sermons during the year in
addition to the reguler pulpit work;

I attended 130 meetings within and without the regular
parish work,

L: HOWORS:
I was accorded the high privelege of being re-dlected president of
the Western Conference of The Synod for the year ending October
1931;
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I was appointed a member of the synodical Inner lission Comittee for
the present synedical year;

The linisterial Union of Rochester and lionrce County selected me as
its president this year;

I was re-eslectod secretary of "The Gospel Mission and Welfare Associ-
ation of Rochesger, N,Ye, Inc.," which conducts the Gospel Taber-
nacle in this city;

I an a member of the Council of the Rochester Bible Union; of the
Executive Committes of the Rochester Federation of Churches;
of the Executive Committee of the Gypsy Smith Crusade; and of
the Clergymen's Comuittee on Non-Employment;

I served as dean of the Batavia, N,¥., Leadership Training Schoolj

I was a member of the faculty of the Western lNew York Sumier School

of Religious Zducation, of which school I am 2l80 a member of
the Board of Directors,

53 SPECIAL ATTENTION:

I would 1ike %0 call you attention, in particular, tc the OVERBALANCED
PROGRAK of our activities

A) In our worship or spiritual program we find that 4O of the total
attendance at worship is crowded into the seven weeks of
Lent and that 73% of the total mamber of individudl commmne
ings is found in Holy Veelk,
B) In our schedule we discover the church building in use some 778
hours during the past year. Of these hours
83 wewe giver over to worship and 71 to religious
education, only 19% of the total hours of use;
172 hours or 217% were given over to adminfstrative
activities, while '
452 hours or 00% of the time were given over to social
and recreational purposes,

Such a lopsided and unbalanced program is dangerous to the best interw
ests of the congregation and of the Kingdom at large. A more consistent
attendance at worship and participation in The Sacrament, together with a
greater emphasis upon worship and religious education are sssential if we
are to _rosper not cnly spiritually, but in temporal affairs as well, My
3idble teaches this basic principle - "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
His rightecusness and all these things shall be added unto you,"

I heve selectad for our congregational méto for the year 1931
"ROM FOR JESUS,."

I call upon every member and each auxiliary of the congregation to bend
every energy to this end that Jesus mey be given His legitimate place in
our conzregational life, Ve cannot be content with a seven~week, once-
e=year-comxmunion, nineteen-percent spiritusl program. Activities rmst
be recast, conirmation onths bevitalized, before we can expect any
real and lasting progress,

I want again to call to your attention the pressing need of enlarge

ing our workingz forces., I mow nothing can be done just now, but it is
a matter we cannot let slide into the background. /e have now 467 calling
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points in the parish, vhich calling points iclude some 1200 persons,

50 one person can give to such a grogp anything like the attention 1t
ghould have, It would require 600 visits a year just to see each of

our permanently silt-ins, without the many special calls necessary for
caring for the occasional siclk, the bereaved, these strugsling with
spiritual problems, Our young people are not being cared for properly,
fine as the work is vhich is now being done by the several self-sacrificing
voluntéers; our Sundag School pupils are not being kept interested thru
home visits; and a large proportion of our families can be seen only about
once every two years, Such occasional contacts do not build uwp a loyal
and cohesive people. loreover the size of our parish entails a tremendous
amount of cleriecal work as tho fizupes already given clearly demonstrate.
Wers it not for the loyal and willing service rendered by lrs Eastman, Mr
Jury, and the parsonage children rmuch of this work would have to be left
undone, I kmow of no other congregation the size of ours working with
o.n.ur one pa.id. warkaor, wi.th thn uception of a few German congregations,

: se>c3 5 vor epePeldp which are content to sit pretty withe
i.n thair own !our wa.uu and do practioally nothing for the community or
ths Church at e« ZISvery w=to.date and live congregation hes one paild
worker for every to 500 persons to be reached.s I lay this matter on
your heart.

In closing I wish to express my very deep appreciation for the fine
and helpful service rendered by My Fisher and the Choir, by lirs E RBerg
and Mrs C Foster, by every teacher and officers of our Bible School, by
Miss Wellmann, by Mr. Jury, and every one who by faithfulness at wordhip
and in participation in The Sacrament have encouraged my ministry during
the past year, Ilor do I forget the membars of the Chancel Committee, the
officers of our various confrefationsl auxiliaries, and the Church Council,
particularly, on vhose shoulders a very heavy burden has fallen during the
rast year. o pastor has had ready at his right hand a finer and more
helpful growp than our Church Council, Thelr association with me in our
comnon labors and their willingness to serve whenever and weherever
needed have been z great inspiration to me during the past year,

My prayer for you one snd 211 1s that this coming year may be to
each membeyr of the Congregation, to every worlesy and officer, a year of
high achisvement and blessed attaimments in Christ Jesus, our common
Saviour and Lord.

Respectfully submitted

January 5, 1931 Pastor
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REPORT of the PASTOR for the YEaR 1931
ssTsTRRRRGLIGROISIGIIRORSIGOIIINISGSGIecIsesl:

To the Chureh Council and Members of
Grace BEvangelical Lutheran Chureh of Rochester, N,Y,

Dear Rrethren:

Another year of my ministry among you and of ocur comeoperation
as Pastor and congregatiion Las gow iato the sternal racords of the Xingdom,
And s0 anothar amial report from me 43 called for., This renort is the twelfth
I have been poamittod to make to you and maris the entrance of our labors %oe
gether for the thirjeenih year of my pastorate, Incidentally it may be of ine
terest to note that this 48 the lonceat cincls term of any pastorate in Grace
Chureh to dats, Pastor Martin served you for 11 meatss,8 menths, and 30 days,
I have been with you now 12 years, 2 nonths, and 11 daye up to this evening?
Andi I can say they have been for me very pleasant and precious years,

I naed no¥ call %o your attention that this past year has beem a
noat difficull one for all., But I can say that God has richly blessed vs érring
vhe year bLoth as imdividual children of His snd s His sopvants thyu Grace (hureh,
we have bean hampered thru a dsarth of meterial things, we have beem richly
sed with the courage to carry on, the sirensth to meo$ the inoreased burdens,
the blessed hope of Godl's providomce gradually suding events for the ultimate

faithfal and treuting children, More wo cannob ask for; indesag, what
need?

EFE
o

i%
¢

or
do

I suppose I zust glve you scrtain statiscis of my labors as your
Fastor or you would nct be content, Somm one has sald, "Tere sre three kinds of
lies, -« Dlack lies, white lies, and statistics," Whatever we may oay of this,
I can a2agure you that the figvres I anow present are the simple amnals of my
year's work for you and the Kingdom,

i3 néaémms 4% the close of 1930 we reported %0 you a nominel membership of
L ]

During the year 1971 ouxr AGCESSIONS have beaa
E MMtlon...'...I.l.l‘l...'..
W Letter of ?bworgtui.o.-o-—. 2 ey
By Profession of Falth,eeececees 11

Sy Relnstatementyeeesssssssssssa 3
mtal...--. 32

These stetistics show an interesting fact - we ars not growing at the ex-
pence of our fellow Lutherans, Cur growth is divid®d almosd equally be-
tween the “natural inucrease" thra our own childyen and iiuo winning the
unchurched and dechruchied for Christ, Cf this we may well be proud,

Cur LOS3E3 thra the year were due entirvely to one cause, death, Seven of
our members were clled home during the year,

Cur net gain, thervefore, this year is 25, bringing our present nominal
g R g . ’ P ut n Do

Our baptized membership now mumbers 1,023, divided among 457 families,
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23 WORSHIP:

A, Serviges: The total attendance of the 47 Sunday mronming srvices at
which I officiated was 10,405, with an average attendance
of 260 2 Suniay,

The tutal attendance at our four Sunday evening services was
897, with an average of 223.

There were 11 wealrlay services with a total attendance of
1,164, with an avesage of 106, _

The early morning (hristmas Service saw 304 at worship,
Our Thankssiving Sorvice this ymay hwousht 165 to church,
And theye wos one cormmmity servvies with 16§ present .

Av ham been the esse in pant year, most of our church going is crowded
Lute the seven weaks of lent, which reashsd 1ts climax this yesr, not
cn Pelm Sundpy, Dut on decter when 502 wers presont , the largest ate
tendance at Grace Church in her sntive history.

A significant truth i» hidden in the contrast between the aversge ats
tendance per Svnday in Jent and in swmer, Our aversge ciurch going
in Tent this year was 300, or 3734 of the enrollod manborship. Dare
inz the sumer months the aversre was 121, oy Cur general
average thmout the year has been 271 or shout of the enrelled
membership, which is just §f Yetter than the everage thru the coumtry.
And that, of counrss, is ocomething to bo thankful for,

To Qommndons 549 vewsons cowmmed 1,780 times furing the year, That ie
our Communion Life is chomt 67 of the enrolled membership, 0OF
these 549, 425, or 787 of the tetsl, commmed during leri only.

And 257 or 474 of the total rumder commmping, raptook of the Saorse

ment only ouce durins the enitre year.

Ogr Holy Week Commmunion this year wes the highest in our history, -
468 partook of the Sacrament during thet weels,

ra vho communed twice during the year; 79 wiw

commmed three times; U5 cememmed U times; L2 comxmmned 5 times;

and 12 had 2 ect cowaymion record of siz times, Thelr namwe
are worthy of mention, - liss Marian Amsler, Niss Edna May Barg,

Ydse Ariene Bouckmen, lMiss Helen Dumer, Mrs, Hedep Mattle, Miss

Olive Mazure, Miss Ruth Stein, Mise Anna Scholts, Miss Anna ¥Walle

 pemn, Mrs, Wallcamn, Mrs, Henry Wiscotzke, Niss Eleanor Williams,

There may, of ccurse, be others of whoe I dc not have a complete o=

co™d because of theip fallwre %0 hand An Oorvmunion “ecord Cards,

are such I would be hoppyr %o kmow about *heaw, especially
among the men of the congregaton.

]
|
il

3s Eastoral Activities;

A, Ministerial aciss

Infant Baptisimg, ceececcvccccses 16
shevebesinEsenvesasers Bd
.w..:o..too'..oooootoo---u'. 19
Private omm.-.---........ 13

|
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472 pastoral Calls were made dnring the year,

31 Administrative;
5,184 letters were sent outy
22,214 pieces wore »m 0fY on the mimeograph;

The telephons was used 377 times,
0. Miscellaneous:

The two catecheticel cleoses have meet regulerly thruout the year,
There are 28 snwelled in the Senior Class, and 14 in the Junior
Cless,

I delivered 2€ sermoma or adfresses during 4he yoar in addition %o
the regular pulpit worls,

I attanded €1 meetings within ond without She mesulay parish worie,
/

43 HONORS: I am 2 member of the Roawd of Diraclors and Toculty of the Western

¥ew York Sumcr School of Teligious Rducationg

I coerved as chalpain for the axmanl conveantion of the lational Ine
nep Miscion Conferonce and was olected 13 Peblicity Managews

I =m 2 memder of the Poard of Nirectors of The Mochester Gospel
Taternscleg

I an sccretary of the Committee on (ospel Missions =7 ihe Rechester
Pederstiion of Churches;

I was re=sppointed a mambor of the Synosdiscal Comnittes on the Inmer
Mission,

I served os President of the Western Oonference entil Qotober.

I zm 2ls0 2 member of the Commell 22 tha Rocheater Ridle Union,

In closing my revort I wish to thonk a1l those who dy faithfulnese at worship
and perticipation in the Secranent of the Altar have ziven smeourezerant te my
labors as Pastorg to Mr, Fisher and the Choir for tholr fine ministry of rmoicy ’
to the Chancel Comi%%es for theiw cove of the Altar and its appointments; to My,
Jury. Ers. Eenneth Tastpin, and to the parsonags children for their help in office
work; to M», Tristmayer and Misa Maxy Wallmamm for thedr sctivities in scouting
among our boys and girls; to the officers of the ssversl suwiliaries, end to whe
teaghers of our Pible Sshonl, without vhoss sonstant faithfulness wmch would not
be ascomplished; and to the Church Council for the fine heroism ard high courege
of faith they have shown during a moet trying snd perplexins yeaw,

Again 1 msu cell your attention, too, to the mmbalanced progr=i of our active
ities, with over 707 of the tims ziven to purely scclal work, ond only 305 to wore
ship and relizious education, To practically %08 car devtional praozvam crowded into
the seven weeks of Lenty to our having no wideweek wership, Aczd 1. the fect that
all the durden f211s on one palr of shouldare, with what zsdistarze he mey e shle
to secure from the fow willing and hardeworilag socls so loval to the Church, In
this last commestion 4% may interest you to Imow thet Immarmel Chrreh, tho still a

sion congrecation, and with a2 Yudzet nearly as large as ours, and a menbership
third ours, huteaueg a fulletine sscretary end parish worker, Surely
one, you cannot say I exegrerale when I say that our program has grown
far boyond the powers of one paid worker to weet. Tou must give this its rightful
consideration just as soon as the present economic condition hos righted itself,

. May God bless ycu cne and all during the coming year,

Faithfully your Pastor
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