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| are ncml_\ to admit, \M
e the}&ow impressed wit]i this, from the fact, that already many churches find it
very difficult to make an accurate list of their members, They have had no plan by
which the Listory of ench member could easily be traced, Serious inconvenience has I
also heen experienced in the collecting the necessary proofs for legal use. Although »
there may he abundance of popular evidence of the baptism of a person, as the son s
of partioular parents, or that certain persons were properly married, and were legally
husband and wife, still, if no record of the same is found upon the hooks of the
chureh, the ehain of legnl evidence will be incomplete; and thus the deserving and
the noed\ may be deprived of their just rights.

A plan then, which shall be hoth simple and accurate, will contribute much to the
peace and order of the churches, as well as protect the temporal interests of men. It
is one argument in favor of such a plan, that if it, or some similar one, should he
geueluil\ adopted, u good degree of uniformity i be secured, a l.I thus the henefit

ecomummt\ move cer %)ﬁ}ﬂt‘e%@&z l&'f ff Muyagg:ﬂ i
j&}gwc 1E_R (’ Y s

" The Form of Govern hap. \1"59&% makes 1 sRary, tlnit in add LS |
to the Book of Records, there shall be kept by each Session “a fair register of |
baptisms, of persons admitted to fe]]owalnp, and of the deaths and other removals of ']

church members” With the view of earrying out these important divections, this
plan, ealled the Church Register, has been prepared. For the sake of convenience, it
is divided into three parts.

T'he First Part contains the names of the chureh members, in the order in which
they are received, with columns ruled in the following manner, which, for the purpose
of illustration, ave filled up with a few names and :tems of history.

Pl REGISTER OF CHURCH MEMBERS,

«| How
Ha ““:‘l:wm| NAMES, Wors ox Wivow or | Papcf Rogd.

1 "“’.‘." n. R Wite of Samucl
Anl. 18

Eepl. 13,

.J‘ mil.
an.
Nov.

"
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. onnected with this register is an alphabetical index, in which is placed the name
of the person and the number on the register. Thus, in a few moments, the name of iy
any person cau be found, and all the cireumstances connected with his history asa

church member  Ah examination of this register will always aceurately show all the

items necessary for any report which may be called for.

i

The columns one and three will tell the number of admissions either in whole or for
any given period: whilst the sixth column will denote how many have heen received
by letters from other churches, and how many on the profession of their faith, The
fourth column refers to the page of the book of Records, on which the vote of the
session admitting the person will he found.

The number of adult baptisms will be ascertained by consulting the seventh
column, in which the letter B is placed opposite to all those who, when professing
their faith in Christ, received the ordinance of Christian Baptism. The department
for Infant Baptism is in a separate part of the book, properly rled for that purpose,
and which will be described below.

The column for remarks will show the number of dismissions, deaths, suspensions,
and excommunications. It will be proper when noting the tiugll of the death of a
member, to draw with a pen a black line directly heneath the name, as is done in the
illustration above. See No. 2 and No. 10 of the Register.

The Second Part is devoted to the registry of Infant Baptisms, and will show all
particulars necessary to he recorded,

] DATE. | NAME WHEN BORN. PARENTS
1842, January 12, Willimn Henry. 1861, July 10, Jobhn and B den Munson,
M July 24, June Eliza. 1859, Outober 1. Edward and Matilda Jones. ]

By twrning to the entries made in these columns, it can be seen at a glance, the
number of infant baptisms each year. It will also enable the elerk to find the record
of any baptism, which has been performed in connection with the church, and this
evidence will be always good evidence in court.

The Thivd Lart is valed for the registering of Marmiages. The importance of having
such a record is every day becoming more and more manifest, especially as in some
states, no registry is required by the lav.

DATE. NAMES OF PARTIES, ! NAMES OF WITNESSES. l CERTIFICATE. !
1862, Nov, 14 | Jotm M, Smith, Ir. William L Grant, '
| o ani Certificate given,
| | Miss Margaret Jones, Miss Barah Magee,
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