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The Church of the first Methodist Episcopal Society of the
Town of Penfield in the County of Monroe. Erected by William Wood, Joseph B.
Roe, Henry Paddock, Calvin W. Owen & John Ballard, Trustees, was dedicated
on the 29 day of June AD 1843 by the Rev. Samuel Luckey, D.D.,
Rev. H. N. Seaver Pr in Charge. The following is a Record of the
Several Ministers of the Gospel, Stationed to preach in said Church from
and after the dedication thereof, together with the dates of the commencement
of their pastoral charges respectively.

~ Name ~ ~ Dates ~
H. N. Seaver Sept 1841 — Sept 1843
Wm. P. Davis Sept 1, 1843 — Sept 1, 1845
E. Thomas Sept 1, 1845 — Sept 1846
Henry Hickok Sept 1" 1846 to Sept I*' 1847

A. N. Fillmore
Thomas B. Hudson

Sept I*' 1847 to Aug 16, 1848
August 27" 1848 to August 19" 1850

Samuel Luckey August 1850 to 1851

S. W. Alden August 1851 to 1853

C. L. Bown Aug 15" 1853 to Aug 8" 1855
Robt. Hogoboom Aug 1855 to Aug 1857

Wm. Manning Aug 1857 to Augst 1859

N. A. DePew Aug 1859 to Aug 1861

Ja’s L. Edson Augt 1861 to Sept 10™ 1862
Porter McKinstry Aug 1862 to 1864

George G. Markham Aug 1864 to Aug 1865

L. D. Chase August 1865 to Aug 1867
W. B. Holt Aug 26" 1868

A. S. Baker Sept I* 1868 to Aug 24/ 70
C. E. Hermans Sept 1" 1870 to Oct 1872
Daniel Clark Oct 1872 to Oct 1875

J. S. Forster Oct 1875 to Oct 1877

C. W. Corson Oct 1877 to Oct 1880

A. F. Morey Oct 1880

G. W. Coe 1882

T. F. Parker Oct 1885 to Oct 1888

J. T. Humphrey Oct 1888 — 1893

S. T. Fotte Oct I* 1893 to Oct 1 1895
Dr. E. J. Gwynn Oct 1 1896

Dr. C. W. Cushing
J. B. Countryman

Penfield United Methodist Church
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A brief History of the first Methodist Episcopal
Church in Penfield, NY

Sometime during the first decade of the present century a society of Methodists
was organised about one mile north from the present location of this church (the precise
time is not known) in what was then known as the “Town of Northfield” embracing
territory that now constitutes the Towns of Penfield, Webster and part of Perinton.

About the year 1806 our now venerable father Rev. S. S. Graves moved in from
Lima and was appointed Leader of this Class and their place of meeting moved to what is
now known as Penfield Center. This is believed to have been the first religious
organization in this section of country. A Baptist society was next organised at the east
part of the village and a Presbyterian society about the same time was organised in a log
house between this place and Pittsford—the parent society of the Presbyterian churches
in Penfield, Pittsford and Webster.

In the summer of 1829 or 30 a society of Methodists was organized by Rev. Philo
Woodworth then of Victor Ct. at the house of James Chase, the house is now standing on
the hill a little south from the Penfield Mills. This society at its organisation consisted of
the following named persons—John Tillottson, Leader, Mrs. Lucy Owen, Mrs. Phebe
Chase, Mrs. Phebe Hull, Mrs. Sarah Barrett, Mrs. Lucy Williams and Mrs. Lois Mann. .
These, all except the last named who is still living, died in peace—they rest from their
labors and their works follow them.

Soon after its organisation this society was turned over to the care of Rev.
Jonathan Heustis of blessed memory then Pastor in charge of Penfield Circuit and the
place for meeting was changed to this village at the house of Jonathan Barrett after being
driven from one private house to another for a length of time the society by the blessing
of the Lord slowly increasing in numbers and we believe in graces too found a stopping
place for worship for about two years in what was denominated the “Old Penfield
Store"”. Then the charge during the pastoral labors of Rev. Jonathan Benson purchased
a portion of the “Globe building”, since burned, which stood opposite the Brick Church
where for several years it continued to worship. God owning its labors and slowly but
certainly enlarging its borders until June 29" 1843 when it moved into the neat and
commodious church that stood nearly on the ground occupied by the beautiful and
convenient Temple we today (Feby 17, 1870) dedicate to the service and worship of
Almighty God. The former church was dedicated by the Rev. Samuel Lucky D.D.
deceased.

The following is a correct list of Preachers who have labored with this people and
the order of their appointments. Philo Woodworth and — Doud, by whom the class was
organized, Jonathan Heustis nearly two years now dead, James S. Lent one year dead, A.
N. Fillmore one year, Johathan Benson two years, L. D. Perry associate the second year,
James Hall one year, Gideon Osband one year dead, Amos Hard two years, Leverelt
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Richmond one year, Horatio N. Seaver two years, during whose pastorate the Church
now rebuilt and today rededicated, was built and dedicated, Wm. P. Davis two years
dead, E. Thomas one year, Henry Hickok one year, A. N. Fillmore one year, T. B Hudson
two years, Samuel Luckey one year dead, S. W. Alden two years, C. L. Bown two years,
Robert Hogoboom two years, Wm. Manning two years, N. A. DePew two years, James L.
Edson one year, Porter McKinstry two years, Geo. G. Markham one year, L. D. Chase
two years, Wm. B. Holt one year, Rev. A. L. Baker present pastor (two years). The rest
you know. In view of the whole may we not say what hath God wrought.

The following is a list of contributors to the erection of former church and who
have died during the 26 years since its completion and dedication, to wit, Wm. Wood,
Joseph B. Roe, Lebbeus Ross, Noble Moore, Henry Paddock, Newman Crippen, Stacy
Merritt, John Soule, Clark Gray, Daniel E. Lewis, Andrew Lincoln, Henry Sampson,
John Ballard, John Hiler, David Wilson, Benjamin Allen, Leonard Hipp, Polly Perry,
Jesse Welcher, Benjamin Whitehead,

In concluding this brief history let us pray that the glory of the latter house may
exceed the glory of the former house.

Penfield Feby 17" 1870 A. Raymond
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