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PREFACE

The Methodist Beok Concern is now publishing the most complete Church membership records on the
market. These new books have been prepared by the Committee on Church Records authorized by the General
Conference of 1024,

The big, bulky, unwieldy Church record is a thing of the past. In ils place are two small, neat volumes.

The reason for two instend of one is simple. All matlers of unchanging data, as births, marringes,
deaths, pastoral and statistical record, are in Book No. 1—Histonear Reconn oF PERMANEST DaTa.

This one volume might easily last o Church o hundred years. If verification of a birth or marringe a
generation or two back were asked, one would open the book at his elbow, instead of having 1o go to safe or
attic as in the old days, and turn over the musty pages of many a book, before the desired recond were reached.

The membership ilsell is to be found in a separate volume—Tue Pemuasest Mesnensmir Roiw.
This is furnished in two bound volumes. Book No. 2 is in the modern form of an entire page for each fumily.

Book No. 8 follows more nearly the cust v alj llowing several families 1o 8 page. Where mem-
bership is constantly changing such a Roll has to be rewritten in a new book every few years. To avaid
this making of books of which “there is no end,” the Book Concern has issued the Prmmaxest Mes-
nemse Row in Loose-Leaf form. With the Loose-Leaf, “removals™ can be slipped out, and reinstated, for
preservation n the back. 1 in time the book becomes too bulky, a separate binder can be secured for the
“removals.” Here again, in case of verification, the complete membership of a generation may be in a single
volume—making the identification of a person’s membership a simple matter.

The main objection that has been raised to a Loose-Leal Book for ling Church bership is that
ils pages may be easily lost, and important records thus perish. The General Conference Committee on Records
thinks this objection largely imaginative, and helieves that the pastor will realize the neeessity for the preserva-
tion of these leaves, and keep them in place “that none be Jost."—Fnep Wissvow Avaus, for the Commitlee.
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