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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE?
by S.M, Shoemaker
Rector, Calvary Church, Pittsburgh Pa,

Marriage is, of course, as old as the race, and from earliest
times man has established customs and ceremonies in connection with
it, Christianity began when '"the Word was made flesh," and it has
been a part of the genius of Christianity to 1lift and ennoble all
natural things. . We believe intensely in the sacramental character
of marriage - as a natural thing which is transformed by the touch
of God, and as one of the ways in which God makes Himself known in
the world, :

The marriage service carries more than the rite by which two
persons are united: it carries also the Christian philosophy of
marriage. It is "holy matrimony" in which they are to be joined.
It is an "honourable estate." It was "instituted of God." It sig-
nifies to us "the mystical union that is betwixt Christ and His
Church," And St, Paul commends it as being "honourable among all
men." It would be difficult to think of a higher conception of
marriage than this,

Then the service goes on, "and therefore is not by any to be
entered into unadvisedly or lightly; but reverently, discreetly,
advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God." Here is set forth the
frame of mind in which marriage is to be undertaken, The three
points seems to be: seriousness, which considers how important a
step marriage is; wisdom, which looks all round the picture before
taking the step; and faith, which acts in this great matter only
with the approval and help of God.

Four Tests

We might, in the light of this very clear philosophy, see what
are the tests for a true marriage to be undertaken,

The first is the mutual attraction of human love - the natural
side of marriage. That attraction includes physical, intellectual,
and social factors, and they should all be there, The emotional
factors are likely to be more prominent in the early stages and the
social and intellectual deepen with time, No marriage is complete
without real human love, and no marriage long remains complete which
is based upon attraction alone, In days like ours, when the ties
of marriage are so lightly broken, there is more danger that physical
and emotional factors be considered the only ones that matter, and
if these decline, to look upon the marriage as a failure. :

The second test is the bond of common interests. O0f course,
differing interests enrich a marriage if there is a basic unity and
loyalty, but some common concern is essential, Children may provide
it, but sometimes children suffer the consequences of parents' not
having found it. J

The basic factor in loyalty to each other is loyalty to God.
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The one Power that can cement a relationship, giving it one common
purpose,; and changing differences to enrichments instead of barriers,
is God., Every human relation, but especially marriage, should be,
not like two dots at the end of a line, but like two angles at the
base of a triangle, with God as the apex.

The third test then becomes the readiness of each person to
tage full spiritual responsibility for the other person, This im-
plies a maturity that can only come from a real experience of God
in one's own life, It requires an objectivity that is not influenced
by emotional factors, nor those of self-interest, but sees the other
person clearly, lovingly, and creatively., In this sense, no one is
fit for marriage who is not fully adult; and no one is fully adult
who is not spiritually changed,

That' is why so many marriages fail today - the parties are so
immature, so selfish, so unschooled in real living that they cannot
take spiritual responsibility for one another or for their children,
That is why the proportion of marriages that succeed between defi-
nitely religious people is so vastly higher than those between people

~who care nothing for God. God in your life means maturity. Maturity
is the basis for responsibility. The willingness and some capacity
to take spiritual responsibility for the other person are part of

the tests for a thoroughly happy and unselfish marriage.

The fourth test of whether a marriage is intended between two
people lies in whether it makes them love other people more, or
love them less, Show me a love that is today so selfish it wants
to feed only upon itself, and share none of its happiness with
others, and I will show you a marriage that will be tomorrow so
selfish it will sicken of its own satiety, and someone will want
to turn elsewhere. for more selfish pleasure., A really great human
love does not drain off all one's affections in one direction; it
increases and enhances one's love for all,

Unlimited Nﬁmber

Every man and wife should be "father" and "mother" to many
besides their own children, and every home should be the joy of many
beside the family that lives in it. That kind of unselfishness
should be in a relationship from the beginning; and if it is not
there, ‘it should be sought as essential to a true, happy, lasting,
and creative marriage.

How, then, can we create Christian homes?

First, they must have God at the head of them, Not father
or mother - important as their responsibility is; not some yammering
youngster; not somebody's temper, or somebody's tears, But God the
head, the deciding factor, They must be homes where God 1is talked
about, loved, and His will sought by all, Human nature being what
it is, there are bound to be clashes of temperament and differences
of opinion, We do not want homes where there is so much law that
there is no freedom. Neither do we want homes where there is so
much freedom that there is no law,

© 2014 Third Presbyterian Church. Published with permission.
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Second, we need homes that are characterized by homely virtues.
Thrift needs to come into many homes; not niggardliness, but economy
which will make more generosity possible, using all of everything,
Hospitality must be there, open hearts and open doors, not selfish
retiring into our own privacy all the time, but sharing our food
and friendship with others, Responsibility is needed, everyone
with some home duties which he fulfills, which gets the work done
and makes all feel needed and useful, Honesty is essential, honesty
about money, and about deeper feelings.

Third, they must be homes where people are growing spiritually,
Unless you have a spiritual motivation, unless God is in your life,
working with you, helping you to grow, you become an unutterable
bore, a continuous repetition of yourself, When no one in the
family can get after you for your moods or your habits, when you
have fenced yourself off from corrective from God and the people
nearest you, you are dead inside and might as well be dead outside.
Only God keeps people growing. And only growing, being more and
more different from our old selfish selves, keeps us from being
impossible to live with.

Fourth, they should be homes where other people find new life
and spirit, If two people, and their children, are under God, there
will be something attractive and creative about the home in which
they live, When God is present there is no missing Him. Surely
He wants to use the homes He has blessed, that other homes may be
blessed through them,

Homes like these become the answer to the prayer near the
end of the marriage service: 'Look mercifully upon these thy
servants, that they may love, honor, and cherish each other, and
so live together in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and of peace.,"

Feb,. '60
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SESSION GUIDELINES FOR WEDDINGS (NON-MEMBER FAMILIES)
Third Presbyterian Church
Rochester, New York

USE OF FACILITIES
Non-members of Third Church who wish to use the facilities of the church
or chapel must confer with one of the ministers of Third Church to arrange
the date, time, and place for the wedding. If a member of the clergy not
on the staff of Third Church is to participate, he or she should be invited
by the minister of Third Church who is making the arrangements. The Third
Church minister will direct the rehearsal.

FEES
The following charges have been set for the use of the church facilities:
Church, $150.00; Chapel, $125.00. If the wedding involves considerably
less or more than the usual time or effort, the amounts may be decreased
or increased accordingly, in consultation with the minister.. The check
in the appropriate amount made out to "Third Presbyterian Church" noting
on it the name of the bride, must be mailed to the church Financial Office
before the rehearsal. In addition, it is customary to offer the officiating
minister an honorarium.

MUSIC °
The Organist of the church or a substitute of his choice shall play for all
services. Since the marriage service is an act of worship, only sacred music
shall be played or sung. The organist has the responsibility for approving
the music to be used, and can suggest appropriate selections.

RECEPTIONS
The facilities of the church are not available to non-members for receptions.

FLOWERS ;
In both Church and Chapel the only flowers to be placed in the chancel are
those used in the vases. The florist will provide crash and aisle ribbons
and can advise about an awning; if these are desired.

CANDLES
When aisle candles are desired in the church, holders and candles will be
provided by Third Church. Aisle candles may not be used in the chapel. The
church can provide seven branched candelabra. If they are to be used in either
church or chapel, the florist is to provide non-drip candles for them.

PHOTOGRAPHS
The photographer may take flash photographs before and after the wedding in
the narthex of the church. Time exposures may be taken from the church balcony
and from the narthex door of the chapel during the service. No other photo-
graphy is permitted. After the recessional, the wedding party may reassemble
for pictures in the chancel., It is the responsibility of the bride to make
these regulations clear to the photographer.

CHAPEL ADDRESS
For the convenience of guests attending weddings in the chapel, the wedding
invitations should note the place of the wedding as the Chapel of Third Presby-
terian Church, East Avenue at Arnold Park.

RICE OR CONFETTI
May not be used in the building. Their use is discouraged outside.
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